
 

 

Sunday,  September 25, 2022 

  Sermon                    “Tomorrow is a Promise”              Pastor Rhonda 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  
 

In Texas the network of little two lane roads that crisscross the 

countryside are frequently labeled FM and a number. Does anybody 

know what those two letters stand for? FM means “farm to market” 

road, recalling the routes small farmers traveled to get their produce, 

grain, or livestock to its point of sale. That point evolved from village, 

to town, to city as population and development increased. And as roads 

and transportation and vehicles improved, the potential for selling 

specialized regional products in more widespread and distant 

marketplaces became possible. 

 

The development of towns and cities was an important step in the 

evolution of human community. It allowed people to specialize in 

particular skills and develop a network of interdependence in which 

people could trade with folks skilled in other areas. The blacksmith, the 

miller, the shopkeeper didn’t need to grow their own food because they 

provided services that ranchers and farmers needed. Those were the 

good old days, right; when you could get everything you needed within 



 

 

a relatively small geographic area, and congregations could pay their 

ministers with a couple of chickens and a sack of flour. 

 

A new word made its way into the Oxford American Dictionary a few 

years ago. The word is “locavore” which means somebody who tries to 

eat foods that are locally produced, food that isn’t transported a long 

distance to market. These tend to be people who are concerned about 

the environmental impact of trucking, and who also want to support 

small scale agriculture and consume fewer pesticides and preservatives. 

Locavores take time to learn where their food comes from and make 

choices based on that information. What is considered “local” can be 

defined in different ways, for example by limiting what one eats to 

foods that can be produced within 100 miles of where the person lives. 

Obviously this works well in some regions but not so well in other 

parts of the country. And wherever you live, if you try to go locavore 

you’ll probably have to give up some favorites. I won’t be signing up 

for a strict locavore diet anytime soon since coffee and chocolate don’t 

grow in New England. 

 

If you’ve ever been on the Mass Pike headed into Boston or the NJ 

Turnpike headed into NYC, you no doubt noticed the endless parade of 

tractor trailer trucks that supply the needs of city residents. “Food 

desert” is another new-ish term that describes a situation in some urban 

centers and also some rural areas. A “food desert” is defined as a lack 

of access to healthy and/or fresh food alternatives within a reasonable 

distance for most residents. In many larger cities, big grocery stores 

won’t locate in low income neighborhoods. Folks there rely on fast 

food and convenience stores which may not stock fresh fruit and 

vegetables, and who also charge higher prices. It is no surprise that 

residents of these areas have a higher incidence of health problems. 

Thankfully farmers markets are finding their way into city parks, and 

community gardens are beginning to reclaim vacant lots in some city 

centers. The point is that even in populated areas, some communities 

can be isolated from basic human needs.   

 

So is all this talk about food making you hungry?  Remember that 

Deuteronomy (8:3) teaches us that we can’t live by food alone; we also 

need to be nourished by the word of God. The prophet Jeremiah said, 

“Your words were found and I ate them, and your words became to me 
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a joy and the delight of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16). It is the prophet 

Jeremiah that we heard from in today’s scripture lesson as he was 

inside the city of Jerusalem signing a deed for a piece of country real 

estate. It was an odd transaction to take time out for, as the city of 

Jerusalem and the entire nation of Judah was on the verge of being 

overrun by the king’s military enemies. Just what was Jeremiah up to 

in these last chapters of his book when the first thirty chapters have 

pretty much been a rant about impending gloom and doom?   

 

This last section of the Book of Jeremiah is sometimes referred to as 

“the book of comfort” or “the book of consolation.” Any prophet’s 

job is to state what may not be obvious. So for years when the people 

seemed to be prospering, Jeremiah warned them they needed to get 

right with God if they wanted to prevent disaster. They didn’t listen. 

He even tried acting out his message but when people saw him 

wandering through town wearing a yoke on his shoulders and not 

much else, they thought he was nuts. Now the predicted disaster was 

upon them, too late to stop it no matter how sorry they were for not 

listening to the warning. Jeremiah could’ve taken the opportunity for 

a well earned “I told you so,” but he didn’t. Because as much as a 

prophet’s job is to afflict the comfortable it is also to comfort the 

afflicted, and so in these final chapters of the book he was careful to 

share God’s assurance that one day all would be well again. And just 

as Jeremiah used actions to deliver God’s warnings, he used actions 

to deliver God’s promise.   

 

Ancient cities were often walled, providing residents safety in times 

of conflict. But they were also vulnerable to a siege, to being 

surrounded by an enemy army for an extended length of time, with 

inhabitants trapped inside and cut off from needed resources. Imagine 

how long the residents of Boston could survive without the constant 

flow of trucks streaming in on the Mass Pike. Jeremiah made his 

surprising purchase just as the ancient kingdom of Judah was being 

overrun by a foreign army and conquest was imminent. Inside the 

capital city of Jerusalem the residents were cut off from their food 

supply, which came from the surrounding farmland. Instead they 

were surrounded by the invading army until the people starved or the 

army breached the walls. Once the army got inside many people 
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would be killed and many more be exiled to a distant land. The 

future looked very grim indeed, so what did Jeremiah do to illustrate 

God’s message to the people? He bought a piece of property from 

one of his relatives. Remember that ancient Israelite custom kept 

property within the same family whenever possible, but his family 

and all the other Israelite families were about to be displaced from 

their share of God’s long ago Promised Land. Undaunted by this 

near future reality, Jeremiah placed the deed in an earthenware jar 

and buried it in his beloved homeland. Remember, there were no 

bank vaults or safe deposit boxes back in those days. A common 

way of storing goods: grain, olive oil, wine; and of storing valuables; 

money, jewels, documents - was in earthenware jars. It was in this 

exact way that the Dead Sea Scrolls were preserved for two 

thousand years.  

 

Eating local suggests a narrowing of viewpoint, but it actually has a 

broader view and a long range outcome in mind. Knowing where 

your food comes from allows you to use your economic power – 

where you decide to spend your money – to have global impact. 

Buying a tomato from a nearby farm instead of one grown in Florida 

reduces the need for trucking which lowers gasoline usage and air 

pollution. That won’t improve the world overnight, but it will have 

an impact on the years to come. A simple act can be an investment 

in the future.  

 

Jeremiah bought a piece of property that he himself would never 

plant or occupy. History suggests that Jeremiah left Jerusalem for 

Egypt and probably died there, never able to return home. His land 

purchase was not for himself but an investment in the future. He did 

so in faith that one day God would restore the people to the land of 

Judah. With this action the prophet invited the people to see past the 

trials of their current situation to a future time when all would be 

well again. This didn’t take their suffering away; this didn’t avert the 

disaster. It was much too late for that. What Jeremiah offered them 

was hope that the end of life as they knew it was not the end of all 

future life. Because their God, our God, is in the business of 

bringing new life, out of what looks like certain death. 
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Today’s scripture lessons raise many questions that are relevant to 

our church. These are questions that are relevant to many churches 

today and we need to acknowledge that we are not exempt from this 

larger cultural shift. In many ways we are like a city under siege that 

needs to find a way to invest in the future; in the future of our church, 

in the future of our community, in the future of humanity. 

 

Years ago this area where Grace Church now sits was surrounded by 

family farms. It was those farm families who built the original wood 

structure East Parish meeting house on North Main Street, from 

which Grace Church descends. And it was those families who 

traveled the dirt roads to gather and worship faithfully every Sunday. 

Those original church goers were pretty much guaranteed to come to 

our predecessor buildings because of proximity. By contrast, today’s 

church goers are willing and able to travel to what they feel is the 

‘right’ church for them even if it isn’t nearby. And increasingly, our 

neighborhood families opt for non-church activities on Sunday 

mornings. 

 

Like a city under siege, churches in this 21st century are cut off from 

the area surrounding them that used to be the source of their support. 

And the inverse is true. Like a city on the hill churches used to supply 

their surrounding neighbors with a service that they needed, a service 

that they wanted. It is nobody’s fault that these cultural changes have 

happened. It is nobody’s fault that all of them have been exacerbated 

during the last two years because of COVID. We couldn’t have 

predicted or prevented this. That we may be looking at the end of 

church as we’ve known it, is simply our present reality.   

 

So the question before us seems to be: What is our Jeremiah-like 

response to this reality? What is the counterintuitive action that we 

could take? What faithful steps can we make to invest in a future that 

we may not be here to see? How can we show our community that we 

are a source of spiritual nourishment in a faith food desert when they 

don’t even realize that they are starving? 
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I don’t have the answers to these or the many other questions we 

might ask as we ponder the future of this faith community. Be 

assured that it’s not my intention this morning to deliver a dose of 

Jeremiah-style gloom and doom but to offer a Jeremiah-style 

reminder of where our hope lies. Our hope lies with God who 

richly provides us with everything we need. That there will be a 

tomorrow was God’s promise to besieged Jerusalem and is still 

God’s promise to us today. Let us find hope and life in that truth.  

 

Amen. 

 

Pastor Rhonda 
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