
 

 

Sunday,  October 16, 2022 

  Sermon                              “Age of Wonder”              Pastor Rhonda 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 and 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5   
 

Traditionally ascribed to the Apostle Paul, there is scholarly debate 

whether the second letter addressed to Timothy was actually written by 

him. But this epistle still offers us sound teaching, “There will come a 

time when people will not tolerate sound teaching. They will collect 

teachers who say what they want to hear because they are self-

centered. They will turn their back on the truth and turn to myths.”  

(2 Tim 4:3-5). The word “myth” got my attention when reading this 

passage and I wondered which way the author meant to use it since 

there are two definitions of the word in the Oxford American English 

Dictionary: 
 

1- a traditional story, especially one concerning the early 

history of a people or explaining some natural or social 

phenomenon, and typically involving supernatural beings or 

events. 
 

2 - a widely held but false belief or idea. 



 

 

In this passage from Second Timothy I hear a warning against the 

second definition of “myth” because I feel that our Bible is well 

described by the first definition. 

 

Since the beginning of time people have used stories to make sense of 

what they observe in the world. The Bible is our faith tradition’s 

collection of meaning making stories. Because we are only human, we 

validate our own story by calling it religion, and we minimize every 

other culture’s stories by calling them “myths,” which excuses us from 

having to believe them. I think it’s very important to claim and be 

rooted in our own story, but also I think it’s important to appreciate and 

acknowledge the wisdom in the stories of cultures other than our own. 

 

“The day is coming when people will turn their back on the truth and 

turn to myths.” What a wonderful observation of human nature. I’m 

sure this epistle describes the community through which it was being 

circulated. And it certainly describes the times we live in today, doesn’t 

it?  People don’t always want to face the truth, don’t want to see reality 

because the truth is often difficult to accept and can be overwhelming.  

The author warns about choosing teachers that suit our own desires. In 

today’s world we can choose information resources to suit our own 

desires. We can choose which version of the “truth” we want to hear 

simply by selecting a newspaper with a bias we like, switching our 

news channel on TV, or following a particular pundit on social media. 

  

Denial is one way to avoid the truth.  Distraction is another way to 

avoid it. And today we have more ways to distract ourselves than ever 

before. In his book entitled, Empire of Illusion, Pulitzer prize–winning 

author Chris Hedges charts the dramatic rise of what he calls a post-

literate society that craves fantasy, ecstasy and illusion. (http://

www.randomhouse.ca/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780307398468) 

 

I’ve noticed the same trend in recent television programming and films. 

Several popular shows deal with the supernatural mysteries, feature 

superheroes, or are modernized fairy tales. They often depict an epic 

and ongoing battle between the forces of good and the forces of evil. 

Good always wins in these plots, so by the end of the episode or the 

film series, the audience is reassured. I think people today crave the 

certainty these shows offer, of being able to recognize the good guys 
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and the bad guys, because it’s getting harder to do that in the real 

world. There are too many gray areas in the dilemmas the modern 

world presents us. We have to engage the issues and educate 

ourselves in order to discern our best choices. Keeping our moral 

compass, and teaching the next generation to discern right from 

wrong, is not as simple and obvious as it once was. It takes work. It 

takes commitment. It takes time that we might rather spend doing 

something less challenging.\ 

 

The good news, and the hope for a world that is struggling, is that our 

Biblical narrative is the story of a battle between good and evil, the 

very story that people seem to be craving. The good news, and the 

hope for a world that is struggling, is that our Biblical narrative is 

about God’s people  developing their moral compass. Even in the 

Bible, discerning good from evil is not always easy or obvious. God’s 

people struggle with their choices as they work out what it means to 

be in relationship with God. Good people make the wrong choices. 

But when they learn from those mistakes, God forgives them and 

welcomes them back into relationship. 

 

Our Bible is the collection of our faith tradition’s stories that 

concerns the early history of a people, and explains natural and social 

phenomenon, involving supernatural beings, specifically angel 

visitations and appearances of God. So in warning against “turning to 

myths,” Second Timothy is not warning us to turn away from our 

sacred stories but to turn toward these scriptures to find the truth. 

 

The truth we seek is in the stories. Truth wrapped in story is more 

powerful than the truth alone. For example, we would do well to 

learn and abide by the Ten Commandments. We can simply read 

them and memorize them. But when we hear them as part of the 

Exodus story it is much more difficult to forget or ignore them 

because the story that brings our faith ancestors to the time and place 

where they receive these Commandments is epic. It’s miraculous. It’s 

awe inspiring. The story of God’s people is a wonder-filled story. 

  

One of the reasons Sunday School lessons are so effective is because 

they are generally Bible story based. By learning our faith stories 
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children learn the truth they need to know to live happy and 

meaningful lives as they develop their moral compasses and mature 

into adulthood.   These stories are not a retreat into fantasy and 

illusion that Chris Hedges warns about in his book, because Bible 

stories do more than entertain, they reinforce important life lessons. 

  

In the trend of fantasy television and film that I’ve noticed, the main 

characters are often young adults or sometimes teens. They often 

discover some hidden ability or power that sets them apart from their 

peers. They are then challenged with refining and using this power. 

They struggle with finding a support group that appreciates them for 

who they actually are. Once they claim and own their abilities, their 

life has new purpose. They discover that they have the ability to 

change the world. 

 

I think this aspect of fantasy appeals to younger generations who are 

trying to find their place in the world. If they are unrooted in a 

tradition of rich and purposeful stories, they seek their place and 

purpose in other stories. Sadly, many young adults don’t know that 

the church has the story, the community, and the purpose they are 

yearning for. That’s not their fault.  It is ours, for not finding ways to 

share it with them in exciting and experiential ways that they can 

appreciate and understand, using the tools and technology that 

permeate their life styles. 

 

There is nothing wrong with being entertained. I think we all need to 

be amused and distracted from time to time. I think Hedges’ book is 

warning that more and more people are checking out of the real 

world and trying to spend more of their time in some fantasy world. 

And I think that Second Timothy warns the same thing, against 

turning from the truth to wander into that second definition of 

“myth” that is about false ideas that fail to teach us what we really 

need to learn, and fail to connect us to community that is grounded 

in reality and unafraid of the truth. 

 

Dropping out of reality would allow us to avoid some pain and 

discomfort. But we would miss the opportunity to deepen our 
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understanding and relationship with God. We’ve been following the 

story of the Israelites exile into Babylon through our readings from 

Jeremiah the past couple weeks. Don’t you think the exiles would’ve 

liked to drop out of that reality?  Wouldn’t they have rather been in a 

fantasy world than in Babylon? But they couldn’t, they were stuck 

with the ugly and painful truth of their situation. It is in these 

moments of challenge that our faith story grows. 

 

Last Sunday, our lesson from Jeremiah challenged the exiles to 

thrive, even so far removed from everything that was familiar. At the 

same time, the Israelite people who remained in their occupied 

homeland were challenged with how they might function when they 

were missing some of the key members of their community - their 

leaders, their priests, their artists and creatives, their skilled workers. 

Both groups made the best of their situations, striving to discover a 

new normal that would guarantee the future of their people. 

 

Eventually, the exiles were allowed to return home. But the people 

who came home from exile in Babylon, did not come home to what 

they had left behind. They were gone for almost 40 years, which 

means that some who left didn’t live long enough to see the exile end. 

It means that some new members of God’s people were born in exile, 

and came “home” to a “home” they’d never seen for themselves, but 

had only heard about in the stories of their elders. Those who came 

back from exile had to reintegrate into the culture that had been 

evolving in its own way through the 40 years of their absence. Their 

place of worship had been completely destroyed in the battle that 

captured Jerusalem at the start of the exilic period. It had to be rebuilt 

from the ground up to serve a congregation that was very different 

from the one that worshiped there before it was torn down. 

 

While that sounds like a daunting task, it is also an opportunity; an 

opportunity very much like the one today’s churches are facing. Like 

the exiles returning from Babylon, we face the task of reinventing 

church for future generations. Our job is not to preserve the church as 

we’ve known it, our job is to ensure the vitality of the Christian faith 

so that future generations will experience the love of God. 
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And even God is on board with the update. Jeremiah assured God’s 

people in exile that their relationship with God was also evolving into 

something different. “The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 

make a new covenant... I will put my law in their minds, and write it on 

their hearts” (31:31-33). God’s covenant will no longer be something 

written in stone but written on the hearts of God’s people. What was 

once hard and broken because of its rigidness will be transformed into a 

living document. We can’t break what’s written on our hearts without 

breaking our own hearts. God’s words have life and are meant to be felt 

and lived, not just known and understood. God’s words written on our 

most vital organ sustain our lives. They are the words at the center of 

all our loving relationships.  And they are always with us. 

  

By this covenant we are equipped to face the truth because we know 

we are not facing it alone. No matter how hopeless the world’s crises 

may seem we always have hope in God. Our faith is built on the 

promise of a future. Our journey with Jeremiah the past couple weeks 

has taught us to keep hope and faith alive in times of disappointment 

and uncertainty;  to live as if the hoped-for future is now.  We don’t 

have to deny or ignore the problems in our lives and in our world 

because we know we won’t be swallowed up by them. 

  

Whatever occurs, let us remember to look in our hearts for the faith and 

the strength to face the truth, as the wonder-filled people of God’s new 

covenant. Amen.       
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