
 

 

Sunday,  August 28, 2022 

  Sermon                       “The Bigger Picture”                 Pastor Rhonda 

Scripture:  Luke 13:10-17  
 

My husband and I owned a tandem bicycle when we were a few 

decades younger. On a tandem the tallest person sits in front, so he can 

stabilize the bike for starts and stops. It makes sense for the person 

who can see the road ahead to have control of the brakes and the gears. 

But that also means that the shorter person in the back cannot see what 

is down the road in front of them because their forward view is of the 

front rider’s shirt. When Keith and I rode the tandem together, I had a 

great view to either side. I could see what we were passing by at any 

given moment, but I could only catch short glimpses of what lay ahead. 

 

And so I understand what it must have been like for the woman in 

today’s Gospel lesson. Bent over for years by “a spirit of weakness,” 

she could only see the square foot of ground she was walking over at 

any given moment. She would’ve had great difficulty in looking ahead 

to see what challenges, obstacles or joys, were in her path; or even 

having a face to face conversation with another human being.  

 

Teaching was a major part of Jesus’ ministry and wherever he went 

many gathered to hear his words of truth and wisdom, often on the 

Sabbath. He noticed the woman on the edge of the crowd and called 

her over to him. Healing was also a major part of Jesus’ ministry and 

he chose to right this woman’s condition immediately rather than wait 

for a more convenient time. 



 

 

Page 2 

There were many guidelines regarding the keeping of Sabbath as a 

day set apart from the other six days of the week. The synagogue . 

leader was being responsible to his duties. As a man of faith he felt 

compelled to remind people what was acceptable Sabbath activity 

and what should wait until another day. 

 

All three of the people in this scene from Luke’s Gospel were 

attempting to honor God in their Sabbath activities. But the woman’s 

situation became the focal point of the men’s different understanding 

of what the Sabbath was meant for. The synagogue leader reminded 

the people of the letter of God’s law. Jesus used this teachable 

moment to illustrate the extent of God’s love. 

 

My husband and I purchased the tandem bicycle so that we could 

combine our strength and energy to pull a light weight trailer that 

was designed to carry two small children. One of the things that kept 

our kids amused while riding in the bike trailer was looking at 

picture books. Do you remember the children’s book series that was 

popular several years ago called “Where’s Waldo?” Each page 

featured an elaborate drawing of a crowded event, and hidden 

somewhere within each of those cluttered scenes was the title 

character “Waldo,” wearing his signature red and white striped shirt 

and hat. Locating Waldo in each scene was a challenge. I think the 

Bible offers us a similar challenge in each of its stories. They are 

drawn with words, not images, but still these Biblical scenes are full 

of details and different perspectives. Who is “Waldo” in a story like 

the one from today’s Gospel lesson? We are! Our challenge is to try 

to locate ourselves in the story. Which of the three main characters 

do you feel you most closely resemble? We all want to say we’re 

like “Jesus,” right?  But let’s look at them one at a time before we 

decide. 

 

All of us could resemble the woman in some way because all of us 

need God’s help. We may not be physically bent over, but we are all 

weighed down to some degree, by our history, our life situation, our 

self doubts, our fears. We could all use a little help to carry that 

weight, to be free of what limits us, and able to stand up tall and 

move freely and joyfully into the life that God has called us to. 



 

 

 Have we ever just walked quietly by when Jesus called out to us, 

offering healing from what limits our field of view?  
 

 In what ways have we ignored that call, and continued instead, 

trudging the same path we’ve grown so used to that we can’t imag-

ine there’s another way?  
 

 Or have we responded to that offer of healing, and once healed given 

thanks to God for our changed perspective? 
 

All of us could resemble the synagogue leader in some way when we 

allow ourselves to be bound by rules and customs that limit our abil-

ity to see what’s happening in the world around us, and respond in a 

caring way.   
 

 Did you catch how Jesus healing the woman, expanding her field of 

vision, reverberated to invite the religious institution to also expand 

its field of vision? 
 

The perspective of the synagogue leader speaks most clearly to me 

right now because I often worry about the future of what we know as 

church. All evidence suggests that our customary way of keeping 

Sabbath may no longer be viable in the 21st century. But remember 

that the Sabbath in this scene from Luke was not a Sunday morning, 

but sometime between sundown on Friday and sundown on Saturday. 

The early followers of Jesus moved Sabbath to Sunday after the res-

urrection, and at that time they were in the minority, since Sunday 

would have been a work day for many of their neighbors.   
 

 Like the synagogue leader, are we guilty as a church, of expecting 

people to observe Sabbath in the same time and place and way that 

we’ve become accustomed to?  
 

 Do we ask why people don’t come to church on Sunday mornings 

anymore, when a better question might be “Where and when and 

how can we offer a Sabbath opportunity to the people who don’t 

gather with us on Sunday morning, without judging their reasons for 

not being here?” 

   

In a world that continues to get busier and faster, a few moments to stop, 

catch a breath, reconnect with the people we love and the beauty of the 

world, a chance to feel a part of something bigger than the self -  
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is needed more than ever.  But if we insist that it can only happen at a 

particular hour on a specific day of the week, we come dangerously close 

to idolatry because we make the time slot more important than our reason 

for gathering.   

 

The third perspective in the Gospel story is Jesus’ point of view. As 

much as we might like to identify with Jesus in this story, we’re not him. 

Our best hope is to be like him, to be faithful followers, which is why we 

need to pay close attention to his response to the situation. Jesus showed 

mercy and he called for justice. He offered kindness then used activism. 

He responded both to the personal need of a single person, and the need 

for change in what was religiously “normal.” He provided help for the 

immediate situation and he named what needed to be fixed to ensure a 

long term solution. 

 

If Jesus is driving the bike, then we can trust where we’re headed, even if 

we can’t see very far in front of us. We may have a limited view of 

what’s ahead, but we can trust that Jesus is focused on a bigger picture. 

There are times however, when we find ourselves riding on vehicles that 

are steered by habits, conventions, or practices that don’t mutually bene-

fit everyone on board. At those times we need to feel compelled to get off 

the back of the bike, or vacate the back of the bus, so that we can navi-

gate and steer a better course.   

 

Today is the 59th anniversary of the March on Washington, a day of ac-

tivism which called attention to the issues of poverty and civil rights in 

the United States. We’ve made a lot of progress as a nation in nearly six 

decades, but our social system isn’t perfect yet. For instance, there are 

still too many people in this country who don’t know if they are going to 

eat tomorrow, many of them children. And so our response as citizens is 

twofold, just as our response as followers of Jesus is twofold. We offer 

kindness and mercy, through acts of charity - soup kitchens, food shelves, 

community meals and gardens, free and reduced school lunches and 

breakfasts. But we also need to respond with activism to change what we 

accept as being normal - hungry children in America should not be 

“normal.” Like Jesus, we need to use our voices to invite people to see 

the world differently. 
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Jesus and the synagogue leader were both committed to being faithful 

on that Sabbath day when they crossed words regarding the woman 

who needed healing, but they were at odds about how to be faithful. 

Jesus’ lesson on that day was that compassion – love of neighbor as a 

reflection of our love for God – is more important than the rules that 

are meant to guide our observance of the holy day; that compassion 

needs to be our primary goal every day, Sabbath or not. In other words, 

in our response to each other, to all our neighbors, being loving is more 

important than being correct. 
 

Jesus called the woman “a daughter of Abraham.” Remember that as 

Christians, Muslims or Jews, we are all of us spiritual descendants of 

Abraham. What a burden it would be if we became so weighed down in 

our own religious traditions that we could not look up and see the value 

in every human being, as everyone is a child of God. What a burden it 

would be if we became so weighed down in our own religious 

traditions that we could not look up and see the spiritual longing of 

those who may not currently have a faith practice. What kind of sons, 

daughters, and non-binary children would we be if we let the traditions, 

created by well intentioned and faithful people who came before us, get 

in the way of the compassion that the Good News of the Gospel 

compels us to share?     
 

In what seems to be a simple story about somebody else, long ago and 

far away, God is still speaking to us here and now. Jesus is inviting us 

to become aware of the ways in which we ourselves may be weak in 

spirit and limited in sight, and so accustomed to being this way that we 

may not know that we can be otherwise. This story also teaches us that 

we don’t even need to ask for healing, all we need to do is draw near to 

God; all we need to do is respond when God calls; all we need to do is 

receive the healing that is offered to us by God through Christ. Then we 

will be enabled to share God’s big picture vision of mercy and justice 

in our neighborhoods and in the world.  
 

My prayer is that we begin to do this healing work, on our Sabbath 

days and every day.   
 

Let the people of God say, “Amen.” 

Pastor Rhonda 
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