
 

 

Sunday,  August 7, 2022 

  Sermon                          “Treasure Hunt”                  Pastor Rhonda 

Scripture:  Luke 12-32-40  
 

A few years ago the title prop from the movie “The Maltese Falcon” was 

sold at auction. Maybe you remember the 1941 film that starred 

Humphrey Bogart as private detective Sam Spade, a character created by 

crime novelist Dashiell Hammett. Directed by John Huston, the movie 

also featured Sidney Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, and Mary Astor, all popular 

movie stars in their time. 
 

The plot of the drama centers around the search for a jewel-encrusted 

statue of a falcon from the Mediterranean island of Malta. The statue had 

been lost, and sought after, for centuries. At some point in the falcon’s 

history, the value of the piece was hidden under a plain black coating, that 

made this treasure look like a knick knack. As is often the case when 

greed drives the search for wealth, there is murder, deception, seduction 

and betrayal in this classic example of the film noire genre. In other 

words, the story of the Maltese Falcon reveals the lengths that people will 

go to to own, “the stuff that dreams are made of” to borrow a phrase that 

Sam Spade uses to describe it. Although the auction prop had no jewels 

concealed beneath its black exterior, the highest bidder at the auction paid 

over 4 million dollars to take it home. 

 
“Do not be afraid, little flock.” Do not be afraid, or fear not, are phrases 

we hear repeatedly through the entire Gospel of Luke. Remember that for 

Luke, the opposite of fear is not bravery, but faith. So when Luke says, 

“Don’t be afraid,” Luke is also saying, “Have faith.”    



 

 

Therefore, have faith, little flock, for it is God’s intention that we have 

everything we need to live a full and happy life. But that happiness 

depends on our priorities. If we begin with the certainty of God’s abundant 

grace, then can we begin to imagine what the nature of our treasure might 

be. If we begin with the pursuit of treasure, then we are at risk of 

overlooking the gifts that God offers. And we are likely to attach our 

hearts to things that do not bring happiness. 
 

In Karoline Lewis’ reflection on this morning’s text she wrote: 

Given the choice of treasure first, we are likely to put our hope in 

achievements, acquisitions, and assets. Yet, when the lack of fear 

precedes our fear-driven desires for possessions, purchases, and 

procurements we might actually be able to imagine treasures beyond 

self-driven determination, self-assessed success, and self-obsessed 

security.  (workingpreacher.org) 
 

In her commentary on this passage Audrey West wrote: 

“Human sinfulness encourages us to believe that giving, instead of 

taking, will lead to destitution, deprivation, and desperation. The 

gospel promises, however, that giving from what we have will make 

us mindful of the God of blessing, and ready to receive the gifts that 

God offers.” 

“The less we want to have, the less we need to have.” 

“The less we need to have, the less we need to fear. The less we need 

to fear, the more we know that a life of giving allows us always to 

live, not on the brink of destruction, but on the brink of blessing.”   

(Audrey West, Feasting On the Word, Year C vol. 3, page 338) 
 

As we journey together through these uncertain times, anxiety and fear are 

the thieves that threaten to rob us of our faith. Like just about every church 

in America, we might feel anxious about income and attendance and 

upkeep of the building. But one question for us, in light of this morning’s 

Gospel lesson is, “Where is our real treasure?” And another question for 

us could be, “Do we trust that God will restore what we need?” What does 

our little flock put first?  Fear? Or Faith? To stay true to the Gospel, 

followers of Christ strive to set the example of how to live outside of 

worldly fear. 
 

Are we, as a church, afraid that our survival is an indication of our worth? 

Are shrinking numbers and declining income a cause for shame? If we 

have faith in the Gospel there is no room for shame because the Gospel 
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promises that it is God’s intention for us to prosper. It could just be that 

we don’t know what kind of prosperity God has in mind for us. And if, in 

our fear, we only recognize a healthy future as one that looks like our past, 

we may be closing doors and building walls that keep out the life-giving 

gifts that God is offering us right now. 
 

We don’t know the moment when God might decide to surprise us, which 

is why Luke also advises us to be ready! We can take our definition of 

readiness from the bumper sticker that says, “Jesus is coming; look busy.” 

But that’s the kind of ready we want to be if we are afraid that when Jesus 

returns he would find us slacking. That’s the kind of readiness that is 

designed to avoid punishment. 
 

Jesus tells us to root our readiness in hope, not in fear; to be ready for a 

blessing, not for condemnation. We won’t be ready for the coming 

kingdom if our attention is focused on our own survival. Have no fear, 

little flock, it is our Creator’s pleasure to give you the kingdom. This is not 

a promise of pearly gates and golden streets after we’re dead, but the way 

things could be now while we’re still living on this earth. Every Sunday 

we pray to have God’s way of doing things “on earth as it is in heaven.” 

These are not empty words but our call to action. 
 

I began this reflection by recalling a 1941 Humphrey Bogart movie.  

Bogart and director John Huston teamed up again in 1948 to film “The 

Treasure of the Sierra Madre.” In this gritty adventure, a group of 

Americans set out in search of gold in the mountains of Mexico; the stuff 

their dreams are made of. Upon discovering it, they work hard together to 

extract it. They are eager to work together, and to support each other while 

they have little, but their distrust of one another grows in proportion to 

their wealth. When greed kicks in they turn on each other with suspicion, 

betrayal and violence.   
 

In the end they fall victim to other greedy men posing as local mounted 

police (or “Federales”). When the miners challenge the fake federales’ 

authority, the bandits reply with the often quoted, “We don’t need no 

stinking badges!”  In the end, the cloth sacks of gold dust that the miners 

worked so hard to extract and separate from solid rock, lay ripped open on 

the ground, as the swirling mountain winds reclaimed the treasure.  
 

On every treasure map you’ve ever seen, how do the fortune seekers know 

where to dig? It’s easy, right? “X” marks the spot.   
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The Gospel of Luke tells us that “X” never marks the spot; not for any 

treasure that matters. “X” can only mark the location of perishable 

treasure, like in Sierra Madre. Jesus said to make purses that never wear 

out, that cannot be stolen by thieves or eaten by moths, or ripped open on 

the ground where the contents can be lost to the elements. Any treasure we 

can mark with an “X” will one day wear out or be used up because this 

beautiful Earth we live on eventually recycles everything. The only 

treasure that lasts is the one that we hold in our hearts. 
 

“X” (crossed fingers) never marks the spot.   
 

Let us mark what is of value by holding it in our hearts (hold hands in 

heart shape).  Make a heart shape with your hands.   
 

Look at the cross - our doorway to a God who is worthy of our love; 

Look at someone sitting near you - a person who is worthy of your love; 

Look out the window - we can’t see through the beautiful stained glass, so 

use instead your mind’s eye to imagine our community beyond the walls 

of this building and the participants in this church, neighbors known and 

unknown who are all worthy of our love; Look at your own foot (you’ll 

find one at the end of your leg) - that foot is attached to a person who is 

worthy of your love! 
 

Our treasure map is the heart that God gave each of us; a heart that’s made 

for loving unconditionally, as God loves us. Therefore, have faith, little 

flock. We can prosper in ways we may not have imagined if we trust 

God’s promises, and keep our hearts and minds open.  
 

So let this little flock of God’s people say, “Amen.”  

Pastor Alberta 
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