
 

 

Sunday,  July 17, 2022 

  Sermon                             “Guest Room”                    Pastor Rhonda 

Scripture:  Genesis 18:1-10 and Luke 10:32-42  
 

My husband and I used to own a tandem bicycle. And when we lived 

in Houston, TX and our daughters were still little, we towed a light-

weight trailer behind the bike, so we could get the whole family out 

together for bike rides. The trailer had room for both girls and enough 

books, toys, and snacks to keep them amused for the duration of our 

outing. One weekend we were winding our way through the suburban 

subdivisions on our side of the city and we found ourselves not too far 

from the home of some friends. So we decided to drop in on them. 

Nancy and her husband Jim had two little boys who were about the 

same age as our two little girls, so our families went camping and on 

all kinds of other adventures together. We hadn’t called ahead that 

morning to tell our friends that we were coming because we hadn’t 

planned a destination for our bike ride. And this was before the age of 

cell phones so we couldn’t even phone to check if they were at home. 

We just rolled up unannounced and knocked on their door. And of 

course, all four of them were delighted by the surprise visit.  



 

 

I remember telling Nancy that there were very few people that I felt 

comfortable just dropping in on like that. She said the feeling was 

mutual; she knew she could drop in at our house unexpectedly and be 

welcomed without causing worry. At that point in our lives neither of 

us expected the others’ home to look like Martha Stewart’s. Nor did we 

expect each other to disappear into the kitchen and return sometime 

later to serve specially prepared and perfectly presented refreshments. 

Feeling welcome in one another’s homes didn’t depend on any of that 

because authentic hospitality is an attitude not a task. 

 

Our lesson from Genesis this morning describes Abraham and Sarah’s 

extravagant welcome of three visitors that the scriptures identify as 

God. The trio speaks as one, and this may be the first Biblical 

suggestion of God as trinity, even though these verses don’t explicitly 

say so. But Abraham clearly recognizes the Divine presence 

represented by the three and receives these guests most graciously. He 

offers water to refresh weary feet and a shady spot to rest. Then Sarah 

and the servants prepare a special meal, and Abraham attends to the 

visitors as they eat it. For their hospitality and attentiveness the couple 

is promised the blessing of a longed-for child. 

 

Is this kind of extravagance any different than what Martha is about 

when Jesus comes to visit her and her sister Mary in today’s Gospel 

lesson? Isn’t Martha in the kitchen busily preparing things to tend to 

the needs of her guest, as Abraham and Sarah tended to their guests? 

But rather than being thanked for her choice to serve, Martha is told 

that her sister has, “chosen what is better” (Luke 10:42). Isn’t this a 

curious statement coming from the same Jesus who tells his followers, 

“the greatest among you must become like a person of lower status, and 

the leader like a servant” (Luke 22:26). Martha has chosen to serve 

Jesus as he visits, but Mary has “chosen what is better?” Well that’s a 

paradox, isn’t it? What are we to understand about Martha’s choice to 

serve? 

 

For any organization or household to function, there is work that goes 

on behind the scenes. There are always people working in the 

background, out of the spotlight, who help without receiving 

recognition. Just think about all the things that happen at this church 

Page 2 



 

 

without most of us having to think about it. There are people who take 

it upon themselves to do all kinds of stuff so the rest of us don’t have to 

worry about it, and may not even notice. People among us weed 

flowerbeds and wash coffee pots, make phone calls and send cards, 

work on fundraisers and drive people to appointments, volunteer at 

partner agencies and serve food at funeral receptions, and so many 

other things that I probably don’t even know about. These humble 

servants are essential for us to function as a healthy community of 

faith. So I don’t believe Jesus’ conversation with Martha is 

contradicting what he tells his followers elsewhere in Luke’s gospel. 

 

The story of Martha and Mary follows immediately after the Good 

Samaritan story, which Jesus offered in response to a question from a 

scholar of the Torah. In a way these two stories together reflect the 

answer to the lawyer’s question about inheriting eternal life. You may 

recall that Jesus asks the lawyer what the scriptures say about this, and 

the man replies, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). The Good 

Samaritan story teaches us about loving our neighbor. Jesus’ visit with 

Martha and Mary teaches us about loving God. 

 

At the end of the Good Samaritan story Jesus tells his listener to “Go 

and do likewise” (Luke 10:37), that is to show mercy and compassion 

to whatever people may need it, not just the people he likes. Clearly the 

man has heard the word of God, now he needs to go and do the word of 

God. Loving neighbor in this case becomes a verb, go and do 

something in response to your feelings about what you observe. 

 

But to Martha Jesus says that while he is visiting, doing something is 

not as important as simply being in the presence of God. This is not an 

either/or choice, but different layers of a faithful life. As followers of 

Christ we need to compassionately respond to all our human neighbors 

and serve those we are able to help. And we need to make time to 

spend with God, to tune our hearts, our souls, our strength and our 

minds to God’s intention for us, to learn from God how we can become 

what God created humanity to be. 
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The truth today is the same as it was in the time of Jesus’ visit with the 

sisters, many of us live busy lives like Martha. I don’t know about you, 

but I make “to do lists.”  I’m afraid I might forget something if I don’t. 

But an even bigger fear for me, is that my ministry could deteriorate 

into a list of tasks to perform. Sure, there are things that need to be 

done as I temporarily serve this church. For example, I need to show up 

on Sunday mornings, and it’s better for you and me both if I show up 

with a sermon prepared. Those are essential weekly tasks. But I don’t 

want my need to finish the tasks to interfere with nurturing our 

relationship with each other, or to interfere with nurturing my 

relationship with God. That would be spiritually unhealthy for me, and 

would adversely impact my ministry with you. 

 

Many of us today live busy lives like Martha. Today’s cultural cues 

only fuel the busyness. I’m old enough to remember when Sunday was 

the day of the week that was empty of business and busyness. But over 

the years Sunday has become a second Saturday. Rest is viewed as 

unproductive and relaxation is considered laziness. The cultural 

expectation is continuous productivity. My friend Nancy and I were no 

Martha Stewarts, but as stay-at-home moms in a community of dual 

income households, both of us were aware of the expectation that 

maybe we should be. Part of what made us so comfortable with each 

other was that we didn’t have those expectations of each other. I knew 

when I dropped in that it wouldn’t cause her to worry that she hadn’t 

had a chance to vacuum that morning. Or if she dropped in on me I 

would likely break out a box of Girl Scout cookies because I hadn’t 

taken time to bake muffins that morning. We had no need of 

impressing each other. We came to enjoy each other’s company. We 

knew ourselves and we liked each other, which made for a very 

comfortable friendship.  

 

When Jesus visited Martha and Mary and suggested that a woman’s 

place was not limited to the kitchen but could also be as a student of the 

master teacher, that would have been shocking to those looking on. 

This would have been an unheard of notion in first century Israel/

Palestine where the expectation of women’s work was clearly 

delineated. Jesus’ issue with Martha is not that she is in the kitchen 

working, but that she is “worried and upset about many things” (Luke 
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10:41). Martha is working grudgingly at her to-do list; there is no joy 

in her service. Can’t you just picture her muttering in the kitchen 

about her lazy sister until she works herself up into such a state that 

she has to go out and say something, expecting Jesus to take her side? 

But instead of siding with Martha, Jesus points out that her 

multitasking is distracting her from focusing on one necessary thing.   

 

To serve or to listen; the work or the word, this is not a choice 

between opposites but the same thing if whatever we are doing is 

done with love. If we are Christ-centered there is no room for 

distraction. Our faith opens our hearts to compassion, informs our 

minds, feeds our souls and strengthens us to do our work. When we 

love God first, when we make time to nurture our relationship with 

God, then we are able to serve, not grudgingly, but with joy.  

 

Is God welcome to drop into our lives unannounced? Can we make 

room in our busyness to receive this most honored guest? Not just on 

Sunday morning when we expect to encounter the Divine presence, 

but whenever God rolls up the driveway and knocks on the door? 

Will we be embarrassed because we didn’t have a chance to tidy up 

before God got there? Or flustered because we didn’t have time to fix 

a fancy snack?   

 

My prayer is that whenever God shows up in our lives, we will not be 

found distractedly rattling pans in the kitchen and worrying about 

what has to be done, but will make time to sit quietly in the presence 

of our teacher, comforter, and friend and enjoy the divine company.  

 

Let the people of God say, “Amen.” 

 

Pastor Rhonda 
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Scriptures 

 

Genesis 18:1-10a 

 

The Three Visitors 

 

18 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 

the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw 

three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 

entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My 

lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little 

water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 

tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and 

after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So 

they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent 

to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, 

knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, 

tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 

Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it 

before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
 

They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in 

the tent.” Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and 

your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent 

entrance behind him. 

 

Luke 10: 32-42 

 

So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 

by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, 

and when he saw him he was moved with compassion. He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and wine. Then he put 

him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 

him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 

and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you 

whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a 

neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, 

“The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 

likewise.” 
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Scriptures (continued) 

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village where a 

woman named Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary, 

who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha 

was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, 

do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 

Tell her, then, to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, 

Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, but few things 

are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which 

will not be taken away from her.” 
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