
September Worship at Grace Church 
 

Sometimes God’s people feel isolated, displaced, abandoned, or 
hopeless. Join us for worship in September as we explore themes of 
wholeness and hope in the well known parables of Jesus, and in the 
words of the ancient Prophets. 
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September 4: Communion Sunday  
Outdoor Worship 

Message: On the Rocks 
Psalm 124; Isaiah 5:1-6; Matthew 16:13-20 

 

September 11: Fall Kick-Off Sunday 
Blessing of the Backpacks 

Message: Minus One 
Psalm 14; Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

September 18 
Our Church’s Wider Mission Offering 

Message: Payback 
Song of Songs 4:1-7 

 

September 25 
Message: Tomorrow is a Promise 

Psalm 91:1-6,14-16; Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; 
Timothy 6:6-19 

Congregational Meeting September 11 
after worship  

 
A congregational meeting will be held on September 11th following 
the 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary worship service. The purpose is two-fold: 
 

 
 To seek approval for using $18,000 from Legacy Funds to purchase two boilers together at a 

substantial discount over purchasing each boiler separately; 
 

 To vote on this motion: “After over a year of deliberation with congregational input, the Ad Hoc 
Bylaws Revision Committee moves that the members of Grace Congregational UCC vote on 
accepting the amended bylaws in a duly warned meeting on October 23.” This schedule is 
necessary since our present Bylaws control the process for adopting Bylaws amendments and 
require that they be introduced at a Congregational Meeting with voting postponed for one month. 
Copies of the revised bylaws are available outside the Sanctuary and from the Church Office. 

 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.   
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A  NOTE  FROM 
OUR  PASTOR 

           
 
 

There are many kinds of messengers in the Bible. 
Sometimes angels appear. These supernatural 
intermediaries deliver a message from heaven to 
earth. The prophets are human intermediaries 
who speak to all of God’s people, or sometimes 
plead to God on behalf of the people. The truth 
is, we are all messengers of some sort. People 
like you and me, who are so moved by our own 
experience of God working in our lives, can’t 
help but share the good news with others. All of 
us, who claim to be followers of Jesus are 
messengers of the gospel because anyone who is 
not familiar with church teachings learns, by 
observing how we go about our everyday lives, 
exactly what it is that our church is teaching. 
 
We share this good news by what we say, by 
what we do, by how we react in challenging 
situations. More inadvertently, we send a 
message by what we don’t say, and what we don’t 
do. Do we challenge, question, or disrupt when 
we see or hear something that is unkind or 
unjust? Or do we passively let it slide? Either way, 
we are constantly transmitting messages to 
everyone around us about what our values are, 
what our beliefs are, what our priorities are.  
 
Sure, we want to embody the compassion for all 
of our neighbors  that Jesus modeled for us 
during his time on earth. But truthfully, it’s 
exhausting! No human can sustain it without faith 
in a future of God’s design. If we intend to live 
faithful lives, we need to refill our faith reservoirs 
from time to time. Sunday worship is one way to 
be replenished. But there are also the little 

everyday things that can refresh us, such as taking 
time to notice the beauty in the world around us, 
or spending cherished time with loved ones.  
 
As messengers of the gospel’s good news, we 
speak up, with love; we stand up for love; we 
show up to love. This is the call God has on our 
lives, as followers of the Prince of Peace. 
 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Rhonda  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Congregational Concerns 
 

Missing Their Friends at Grace … 
 

Ross and Nancy Stevenson moved to New 
Jersey several months ago, and they miss their 
friends and fellowship at Grace Church very 
much. If you would like to send them a card or 
letter, please see page 9 for their address. Thank 
you so much. 
 
Needing Help Getting Around ... 
 

As some of our members and friends age, their 
ability to drive or otherwise stay active decreases 
and they are left isolated and in need of a helping 
hand. If you have some free time and a car and 
would like to help, please contact Kit at the 
Church Office (kit@gracechurchvt.org; 
775.4301). Getting to church on a Sunday 
morning is a particular need. 
 
Thank you for your sense of community and 
connection.  
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What  is  Stewardship? 
 

A steward, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is someone 
“entrusted with the management of the household or estate of 
another; one employed to manage the domestic affairs, superintend 
the servants, collect the rents or income, keep the accounts, etc.”   
 
My favorite example of a good steward is found in Genesis 24.  It’s 
the story of the faithful servant sent by Abraham to find a bride for Abraham’s only son, Isaac.  The 
servant does exactly what Abraham asks of him, and he prays to God for further guidance. When his 
prayers are answered, he worships God, giving God thanks and praise.  This humble servant even 
refuses a well-deserved rest and nourishment until he has spoken his master’s errand.  Abraham 
trusted his servant with camels, jewels, silver, gold, valuable raiment and other precious gifts for the 
bride and her family. The servant did not covet his master’s wealth but rejoiced in carrying out his 
master’s will.  The best part is that this servant is never named, he is an anonymous role model for all 
people, of all times. 
 
In the church, stewards are called to manage the gifts that God has given to us.  Faithful stewardship 
is paying attention to the ways that we can respond to God’s generous love for us with thoughtful, 
responsible care for all that God has entrusted to us.  We are meant to steward our time, our labor, 
our resources and our spirit.   
 
We are so grateful for our generous congregation - you have lovingly supported Grace Church and 
its mission outreach through difficult times.  As we prepare to call a new pastoral partner to lead 
Grace, please consider the ways you will contribute your time, your talent and your financial 
resources to Grace in 2023.   
 
Stewardship Sunday will be October 23, 2022. Please be looking for further communications from 
your stewardship team (Betsy Reddy, Russ Green and Margaret Franklin).  If you would like to serve 
Grace as a member of this team, we would love to hear from you. 

A  Word  from  our  Treasurer,  Matt  Getty 
 
Finances remain on track through the end of July, despite some turbulence.  One significant event was 
the reduction of Fox Fund revenue through next May due to market declines.  Thus far our losses on 
that line have been made up elsewhere, but we will need to remain cautious with our expenditures 
through the end of the year.  Meanwhile, property needs remain significant.   
 
I am pleased with how this year has gone given all of the unknowns going into it, but we will need 
your continued and consistent support to see us through.  Thanks for all you do to support the 
church. 



 

Fall/Winter Musical Highlights 
 

September 11   10:00 a.m. Fall Kick Off Sunday with Brass, Choir and Organ 
        1:00 p.m. Steeplechase (see poster below) 
 

September 18   3:00 p.m.  Robert De Cormier Centenary Celebration Concert (see below) 
 

October 2     All day      Art Fair  
     4:00 p.m.  Benefit Concert: “Great Trees” benefitting 350 Rutland County 
 

October 16      3:00 p.m.  Concert and Hymn Sing at Pittsford UCC 
 

November 6     5:00 p.m.  All Saints Evening Service featuring The German Requiem by J. Brahms 
 

November 12   4:30 p.m.  The German Requiem by Brahms at Clark University, MA. 
 

December 4     3:30 and 7:00 p.m.  Messiah 
 

December 9    7:00 p.m.  Cesar Frank @ 200:  
     Organ recital given by William Gower Johnson, John Riddle and Alastair Stout 
 

December 18    10:00 a.m.  Lessons and Carols 

Make  a  Joyful  Noise  Unto  the  Lord 



 

Arts  Show  on  October  2 
 

Come be part of an Arts Show on Sunday, October 2 at Grace Church. People will be able to look 
at the art before and after the worship services and the concert in the afternoon. Members and 
friends of Grace, adults as well as children, are encouraged to bring their creations - drawings, 
paintings, quilts, photography, embroidery, knitting, articles, poetry, books, an art or craft of any 
kind - to share with the congregation and concert-goers.  
 
We will collect the arts on Saturday, October 1 in the morning. If that date and time do not work 
for you, you may contact Kit Wallace in the office (802.775.4301 / kit@gracechurchvt.org). Please 
email or text Mary Crowley - artandmarycrowley@comcast.net or 802.779.2105 to show your 
willingness to be a part of this sharing or to ask questions. I could also use help in planning and 
making this happen. Let’s bring the arts back to Grace! 

Save the Date: Grace’s Fall Intergenerational Event 
“Let’s Get Lost in the Corn Maze” on Sunday October 16 

 
We had so much fun last year  that we are planning to do it again!  Plan to join us in front of the 
Animal Barn at Hathaway’s Corn Maze in Rutland Town at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 
16.  We’ll have a Circle Time (a quick spiritual greeting, photo op and check -in) and then from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. get lost in the maze.  There are many options of maze walking for all levels of 
agility.  If you’ve always wanted to go…but never had an opportunity – plan to join us!  Bring a 
hiking stick if it suits you.  Social Time will be between 1:30-2:30 p.m. by the snack/picnic 
area.  There are tables and chairs for resting, a snack bar for purchasing your fun fall 
snacks (mmmm...hot mini donuts), games and activities for kiddos.  It’s a fun place to sit, hangout, 
socialize and enjoy some fall afternoon outdoors time with your church family. There is also an 
additional tractor ride for folks to pick out a pumpkin.    
 
We encourage kids to bring their friends along and grandparents to 
bring grandkids for a fun outdoor Grace gathering.  Children & Youth 
Committee will pay entrance fee for all kids who join us by 12:30 p..m. 
in the Circle Greeting. 
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Search  and  Call  Update 
 

The Search and Call Committee reports: “We are in the final stages of our interviewing process." 
Stay tuned! 

mailto:artandmarycrowley@comcast.net


 ON-GOING WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 
  8:30 Chapel Service  
10:00 Sanctuary Service 
 

MONDAY 
  8:00 AA  
  5:30 AA  
  6:30 Bell Choir  
 

TUESDAY 
  8:00 AA 
  5:00 AA Women’s Group 
  7:00 AA Men’s Group 
 

WEDNESDAY 
  8:00 AA 
  8:00 Prayer Group 
  9:30 Bible Study 
12:00 AA 
  6:00 Sanctuary Choir 
 

THURSDAY 
  8:00 AA 
12:00 AA 
  5:30 AA 
  7:00 AA Men’s Group 
 

FRIDAY 
  8:00 AA 
 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 

Thurs, Sept. 1, 6:00 PM—Diaconate 
 

Mon, Sept. 5—Church Office closed 
 

Tues, Sept 6, 7 PM—Compassionate Friends 
 

Wed, Sept. 7, 9:00 AM—Property Committee 
 

Thurs, Sept 8—Grace provides meals for Dismas 
 6:00 PM—New Member Class 
 

Sun, Sept. 11, 10 AM—Fall Kick-Off  
 11:30 AM—Special Congregational Mtg 
 1:00 PM—Steeplechase 
 

Wed, Sept. 14, 9:30 AM—Prayer Shawl 
 

Sun, 9/18—Bring cookies for Breakfast Ministry 
   3 PM—Robert DeCormier Centennial Concert 
 

Tues, Sept 20, 9:00 AM—Sewing Group 
 

Thurs, Sept 22, 6:00 PM—Church Council 
 

Sun, Sept 25, 11:00 AM—Equal Exchange sales 

Altar Flowers & Spire Lighting 
 
Each Sunday, our Sanctuary and Chapel 
are graced with flowers given in memory 
or in honor of a loved one. Throughout 
the week, our stunning church spire is lit 
in the evenings. If you would like to give 
flowers or have the Church Spire lit, please contact 
Kit Wallace (kit@gracechurchvt.org; 802.775.4301). 

Grace  Church  Fall  
Rummage  Sale 

It’s time to clean out your closets!         

   Thursday, Oct. 6 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 7, 9 a.m. to Noon (Bag Sale) 

 
Donations will be accepted in Fellowship Hall 
beginning on Monday, Sept. 19  between 8 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. NO donations after Wednesday, 
October 5 at noon! We are looking for household 
items, clothing (cleaned and wearable), small 
appliances (in good working condition), linens, 
jewelry, and children’s toys and games.  No sharp 
knives, televisions or microwaves, please. 
 
Set-up and Sales Help Needed!   
 

Set-up help is needed to set up and sort Monday 
through Thursday, October 3-6    
 

Sales help is needed on Thursday, October 6 and 
Friday, October 7   
 

Clean-up help is needed after the sale on Friday, 
October 7   
 
For more information please contact Mary Doyle 
(772.4834), Sue Best (779.2632), or the Church 
Office (775.4301).  Thank you! 
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Women at Grace Church 

Women’s Ministries Sewing Group 
CWS Book Bags 

 
September 20 is our first sewing meeting when we sew school bags for the 
CWS School Kit Program. The sewing group meets every month, 
September through April, on the third Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. You 

are not asked to stay the whole time and it is mostly straight, simple sewing. The group is always 
looking for new members, so please come and join us!  
 
At this time we are collecting items to fill the school bags. Items needed for each bag:   
  6 wooden #2 pencils with erasers  3 70-page spiral notebooks   
  1 hand-held pencil sharpener   1 pair child metal scissors (blunt nose)  
  1 box crayons - 24 pack   12 inch Ruler (with inches and millimeters) 
  1 large eraser (pink type) 
Boxes for these donations will be located at the West Street entrance of the church. Questions: 
Call Helen Willis (802.773.2115) or Nancy Jeski (802.775.3629). Thank  you. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry—September 14 
 

Prayer Shawls … 
They wrap, shelter, cover, give solace, hug and comfort. 

Those who have received shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, 
as if they have been given wings to fly above their troubles. 

 
We are beginning our 12th year of our Prayer Shawl Ministry and have given away more than 475 
shawls to members and friends of Grace. Please consider joining us for an hour or so on  

the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor  
to knit and crochet. We have yarn, needles, and patterns. Want to learn? Come and we will teach 
you. 
 
For more information contact the Church Office at 775.4301 or Marty Barclay at 775.1076. 

Don’t forget Food Shelf Sunday, September 4!  
Donations go to the Community Cupboard. 
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Our Church’s Wider Mission Offering Received 
Sunday, September 18 

 

Grace Church is a 5 for 5 congregation supporting each of the 5 special offerings 
of the United Church of Christ.  Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) is one of those offerings. 
Contributions given to OCWM support the work of the UCC nationally and locally through the 
VT Conference. Special offering envelopes are included in pledge envelope boxes and will be 
available on September 18, when we receive this special offering during worship. 
 

Prayerfully consider your gift to support the work of the UCC in Vermont and around the world! 
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Breakfast Cookie Ministry 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributes cookies or breakfast bars to the Methodist 
Church breakfast ministry on the third Sunday of each month. An average of 70 to 80 
breakfasts are served each Monday through Thursday, which is a huge service to 
those who are food insecure in our community. Also needed are juice boxes or 
pouches. Remember to bring your cookie or drink donations on Sept 18 this month.  

Meals for Women’s Dismas House 
 

Volunteers are needed to provide a meal for about 10 people 
monthly at Women's Dismas House. You do not have to provide 

the entire meal; we are looking for several people to commit to providing a part of each meal. 
Our next meal date is Thursday, September 8.  Contact Sarah Pulcer if you can help with this 
mission (775-8861;  sehenry2001@ yahoo.com). 

Greetings from Rapha High School  
 

Grace Church’s Mission and Service Committee has been sponsoring John Ndegwa through HEAL 
since he was a young boy. He is now a young man – a senior at the Rapha High School! Here are 
his greetings: 
 

This school year, I want to learn about how my hard work can lead to my success. As I am 
studying at my last grade in Rapha High School, I want to work more harder and smarter so as to 
achieve my best of all. Please pray for God to protect us from any harm and to give us strength to 
study with commitment. Also as we are approaching to our national exams, pray for our great 
success in our exams and for the rest of our lives. Thank you. 

 

Grace Church in the Larger Community 
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Grace Church in the Larger Community 

B2R Update—New Possibilities 
 

B2R is part of the Vermont New Hampshire Asylum Support Network - a collaboration 
that meets virtually each month to share ideas and support. We just found out that the 
VT part of the group has been awarded a Canaday Grant, and with this extra help, we 

will be able to support more asylum seekers!!  I have already spoken with our partners at the 
Arizona border (Kino Border Initiative - https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/), and there are 
families and singles waiting to be sponsored. However, housing is almost impossible to find, so if 
you would like to be a host family or know of an available apartment, please call me ASAP at 802-
779-4217. We can talk about details and what hosting or supporting a family can mean. There 
would be financial help for host families. 
 
We are looking for the following volunteer types: childcare (requires more vetting than others) for 
our current family and a possible team of volunteers for new asylum seekers who will join us.  
 
And for fun and more socializing for our mom and toddler, we are: 

 Looking to start a mom and baby/toddler play group - any ideas, please let me know, and 
spread the word to whatever groups in which you participate. Stay-at-home Mom is a 
wonderful but difficult and lonely job. But with a chance to meet peers and their children, it 
becomes more satisfying. 

 Looking to start a knitting group (when the weather is cooler) - open to all knitters and 
would-be knitters. Again, some peers and kids would be wonderful - childcare can be 
available. 

 
Thanks for your support and interest in growing with B2R. We invite you to visit our website to 
view the most recent developments on the border and in the courts.  https://bridgetorutland. 
wordpress.com/    - Ellen Green 

Please offer congratulations to the following as they celebrate September birthdays: 
 

9/3—Marie Pomainville    9/13—Jeff Freeman  9/21—Marjorie Reuling 
24 Hayward Ave, Rutland    110 Gables Place, Rutland 349 North Rd, Castleton  05735 
         
9/4—Ross Stevenson         9/25—Pat Tucker  
Independence Manor, #225        The Pines, #212B 
188 NJ Rt 31, Flemington, NJ 08822    99 Allen Street, Rutland   

https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/
https://bridgetorutland.wordpress.com/
https://bridgetorutland.wordpress.com/
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Grace Church Memorials 

The Sanctuary and  
Chapel Flower Memorials  

 
 

September 4 to the Glory of God. 
 

September 11 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Don Richardson by his family. 

 

September 18 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Jane Martinez by her husband Bill and family.  

 

September 25 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
the Mary and Martha Circle.  

 

(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial in 
memory of a loved one or for a special celebration, please 

contact Kit in the Church Office (802.775.4301 / 
kit@gracechurchvt.org). 

 

The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 

September 4 to the Glory of God. 
 

 September 11 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Don Richardson by the family. 

 

September 18 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Odell Johnston, Sr. by his family. 

 

 September 25 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
John A. Densmore by his wife, Barbara Densmore. 

 
****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in  

celebration or in memory of a loved one, please contact the 
Church Office (775.4301).  The cost for this is $20.  

  

Church Office Hours (beginning Sept. 6)  
 

 Monday – Thursday: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Closed on Friday 

 
Church Office closed on Monday, Sept. 5 

in honor of Labor Day 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
mailto:graceucc@gracechurchvt.org

