
  

 

Sunday,  May 22, 2022 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Sermon                         Welcome Home               Pastor Rhonda 

Revelation 21:10; 21:22-22:5; John 14:23-29  
 

As we read from the closing chapters of Revelation, the final book in 

our Bibles, John envisions a new heaven and a new earth. To 

appreciate the implications of this newness, let’s revisit the original 

earth as it is described at the start of our Bibles. 

 

The creation story from the book of Genesis begins with chaos. Over 

seven days, all the jumbled pieces are put into place. In the beginning, 

the earth was a formless void. Into the darkness that covered the water, 

God introduced the presence of light, and called it all good. 

 

Next God divided the water above from the water below, naming the 

space in between sky. This second day was also good. 

 

Then God set boundaries for the water, pushing it back to make room 

for dry land. On this land plants grew, with seeds and fruits. This, also 

was good. 
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On the fourth day, the sun and the moon and the stars were set in the 

sky, and put into motion, counting hours, days, months and years. 

Another good idea. 

Living creatures filled the earth and the sea on day five. Blessed by 

God; these too were good. 

 

Life on dry land was the good work of day six. These dry land living 

creatures included humankind, made in God’s own image. Good; and 

blessed from the beginning, to care for the earth, sea and sky. 

 

Day seven therefore, was a day to rest and to enjoy so many good 

things. Earth was perfectly balanced; everything in its place. And it 

was all good. But it didn’t stay that way. 

 

How did things go so wrong? Over time some of the created ones 

overstepped their boundaries and behaved in ways that were not life 

affirming for other humans, or for the well being of the other life 

forms on the planet. The original created balance needed to be 

restored. Unable to change their ways on their own, the world’s 

inhabitants needed help. And so our faith tradition includes the story 

of Noah and a flood, in which the good of the world is preserved 

while the corrupted is washed clean. Temporary chaos, once settled, 

produced a fresh start for Earth, and a full spectrum, rainbow promise 

from God. 

 

Balance was restored for a while. But after many generations, God’s 

people found themselves enslaved in a foreign land. Unable to 

liberate themselves, God sent help. After winning their freedom, God 

set them up in a homeland where they could, once again, prosper and 

thrive. They had an agreement to live in a way that was fair and just 

and balanced, as an example to the people around them. Eventually, 

all people would want to live this way, because eventually, all people 

would see that God’s order for living in community was better than 

any government that humans could dream up. 
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God’s people prospered and thrived. Until they wanted to become like 

their neighbors, instead of encouraging their neighbors by their 

example to live God-centered lives. With human rule eventual 

corruption was inevitable.  And the people were subsequently 

removed from their life-sustaining homeland. Although, decades later 

they were allowed to return, they remained under foreign rule for 

generations, and all the land’s goodness was carried off to further 

enrich the already wealthy in far away lands. Unable to liberate 

themselves on their own, God’s people, once again, needed help. 

In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the 

word was God. That word came to earth in the form of a healing 

teacher. Like a righteous people planted to live as an example to other 

nations, Jesus set the example for a new generation, of what living in 

right relationship with God looked like. Jesus reminded God’s people 

how to live as God’s people. But that didn’t sit well with the political 

authorities. So they killed him to shut him up. Which should have 

been the end of the story.   

 

However, it wasn’t the end of the story. It was a new beginning. Jesus’ 

body rested in a tomb through the seventh day, the sabbath day.  But 

on the first day of the week, out of the chaos and disorder of a 

crucifixion, God created a new beginning and new hope. Again. 

Because that’s our faith story. Every time it looks like things can’t get 

any worse, we get a do over. We get to start as fresh as on the first 

days of creation. 

 

Revelations’s promise of a new heaven and a new earth offers the 

same hope. Because there is a lot of chaos and  disorder in the pages 

of Revelation. If we read those pages carefully we may recognize 

elements of the world that we live in today, as every generation who 

has read these pages has recognized the world of their day. Over time, 

we humans have treated each other badly, and made up all sorts of 

excuses to justify our actions. On the whole, I think we’re getting 
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better. But it’s been a long, slow road to improvement, and we still 

have far to go.  
 

What I love about the image in today’s lesson, of the New Jerusalem 

coming down from heaven as a gift from God, is that, with its arrival, 

God and the people are no longer separated. Rather than renewing the 

earth, rather than initiating the do over from a distance; rather than 

commissioning and empowering a human leader; rather than sending a 

holy emissary; God moves in, to be present with the people in the 

renewal of the earth.   
 

The earth was made holy and good from the start. Every part of it - 

called “good” at the time of creation. That never changed. The earth 

doesn’t need to be destroyed, and people don’t need to be rescued from 

it and swept up into a far away heaven. Earth will be revealed still 

perfect as it was in the beginning, with all the life-giving elements that 

humans and other creatures need to, not merely survive, but thrive. 

Heaven and earth will be the same place. 

In the New Jerusalem, there is no temple - no church, because God is 

everywhere. This is a huge departure from the old Jerusalem where 

God was believed to dwell in the temple. Maybe that’s a lesson for 

those of us struggling to figure out how to be church in a world that is 

rapidly changing around us. Maybe gathering in a designated place - a 

house of God - at a specific time every week is not the best model for 

living with a God who is everywhere.    
 

In the New Jerusalem, the gates are always open. That means 

everybody is welcome all the time - no matter who we are or where 

we are on life’s journey. No passport or immigration papers are 

required for entry. There are no language barriers.  There is no threat 

of deportation. All that is required is truthful, faithful living.   
 

In the New Jerusalem there grows a life giving tree, just as there was a 

tree of life in the first garden. The tree produces spiritual fruit year 

round, and provides, for all the nations, reconciliation and peace. What 

makes this goodness and plenty possible? In the New Jerusalem, God 

is at the center and abundant goodness flows out in every direction 

from that holy center. 

4 



5 

 
In the beginning was the perfect earth. And in the end there will also 

be perfection. Just as God walked about in the garden with the first 

humans, God will reside among the people on this holy earth.   

 

So rather than reading Revelation to try to predict the date of 

Armageddon, or wondering who will be caught up in a rapture and 

who will be left behind, perhaps our reading should prompt us to 

wonder how we can hasten the arrival of a new Jerusalem: 

How does God get from residing only in a house of worship 

(whether we call it temple or church or mosque), to being 

everywhere in the world?  And, could we have something to do 

with revealing God’s presence in the world? How would the world 

be changed if more people recognized God’s presence in it? 

Would people view the earth with more reverence? Would people 

have more reverence for the health and safety and well being of 

each other? 

  

Human life began in a place of goodness and plenty. Later 

generations of humans wandered to find a place of goodness and 

plenty. Conflicts have arisen and wars have been fought when plenty 

is hoarded by a few, and goodness is viewed as weakness. And so for 

much of human history, goodness and plenty for all of the human 

family has eluded us. We seem unable to accomplish this on our own. 

Yet it is the promise at the end of our faith story. 

 

When does the New Jerusalem arrive? In God’s time, for sure. But 

that doesn’t mean we can’t live now as if it is already here; by 

keeping God at the center of our lives, and letting only goodness and 

generosity flow from us in all directions. If we can do that, we may 

begin to see that the new Jerusalem is closer than we imagined. 

 

My prayer is that we keep God more central to our living and our 

caring in the days and weeks ahead.  For this is how we will find our 

way home.  

 

Ashé and Amen   

Pastor Rhonda 
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Scripture 
 

John 14:23-29 

Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and 

my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 

home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my 

words, and the word that you hear is not mine but is from the 

Father who sent me.  

 

“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have said to 

you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I  I give to you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am 

going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would 

rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater 

than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when 

it does occur you may believe. 
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Scripture 
 

Revelation 21:10 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, 

and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God,  

 

Revelation 21:22-22:5 

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the 

earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut 

by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into it 

the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will 

ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but 

only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

The River of Life 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through 

the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the 

river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 

each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne 

of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship 

him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of 

lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

reign forever and ever. 
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