
 

 

Sunday,  April 10, 2022 

Palm Sunday 

   Sermon               We Belong to Each Other       Pastor Alberta 

Scriptures:  Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29;  Luke 19: 28-40  
 

Today is the first day of Holy Week.  This classic story is found in all the 

gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, according to what each of 

them heard happened or felt.  A story written 40, 50, or 60 years after 

this event.  Each of the gospel stories belong to the other.  Each is good 

enough on its own and yet together, it’s like expanding the street view 

when you use Google maps.  
 

This is the first event of Holy Week.  Arriving to Jerusalem to celebrate 

Passover.  To celebrate moving from bondage to freedom; to celebrate a 

new era as prophesied by Zechariah:  

 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 

The Passover was a time to remember what God has done for the 

Hebrew people-the Jewish people were initially called Hebrews; were 

known as Israelites from the time of their entry into the promised land.   

We read their exodus story in the book of Exodus.   
 

The eight-day celebration is to remember how God freed them from 

slavery in Egypt; how the blood over the doorpost was the sign for the 

forces of destruction to pass over this house sparing the death of all the 

first born of the Israelites. They were preparing to be reminded of God’s 



 

 
covenant; to remember God’s love.  The crowd would have been 

remembering the stories told by the elders and looking at where they 

were now.  Jesus was the living proof of the prophecy and the reminder 

of who they were and how they are to be in covenant with God who 

saved them and continues to save them.  
 

We belong to each other.   
 

Walt Disney’s CEO recently gave a public apology to the LGBTQ+ 

employees of Disney saying, “You needed me to be a stronger ally in 

the fight for equal rights and I let you down. I am sorry.”   He was 

responding to the company’s lack of advocacy against Florida’s new 

“Don’t say gay” legislation.1  We belong to each other.  Each of us has 

something that is needed for all of us to be free. 
 

Graduate Theological Union, a consortium of California seminaries and 

religious studies centers, has launched a free online learning hub for 

interfaith activists offering pre-recorded lectures and learning on topics 

such as religion at the January 6th insurrection, rituals for mitigating 

eco-anxiety, and the relationship between psychedelics and spirituality.  

They are not trying to replace traditional degree programs but to serve 

millennials and Gen Z members who don’t need to go to church, but 

desire spirituality; it is also designed for those individuals who are 

dealing with injustice and inequity at the ground level.2  We belong to 

each other.  Our role is not to judge how one connects with the Divine, 

but to look for ways to build each other up.  
 

Have you heard of the “Jesus in America Study?”  The Episcopal 

Church commissioned Ipsos, a global marketing and public opinion 

specialist, to poll people in the United States ages 18 and older to get a 

better understanding of the public’s perceptions of Christianity to help 

the Episcopal Church more effectively spread its message of Jesus’ 

love and compassion. The results were published last month.  The 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said, “We are encouraged that the 

research shows Americans still find Jesus compelling, but we also see 

that the behavior of many of Jesus’ followers is a problem, and it’s not 

just certain Christians, it’s all Christians.” 
 

Bishop Curry exclaimed, “This is a wake-up call for us, and based on 

what we have learned, we are refocusing our efforts on being a church 



 

 
that looks and acts like Jesus and models its behavior on his teachings; 

we hope to ignite a revival of love that encourages all Americans to do 

a better job of loving their neighbor.”3 
 

Being and staying ‘woke’ is all our responsibilities. Sometimes we 

need to be reminded of our basic teachings; sometimes we forget God 

is in covenant with us and we too must show how we are in covenant 

with God. 
 

The United Church of Christ, in 2 years, has now paid off more than 

$100 million in medical debt for people across the US.  It all started 

with a UCC church in Chicago partnering/joining with other church 

leaders in Chicago to address the unique American injustice of medical 

debt. Medical debt in the US prevents millions from achieving financial 

stability and subjects them to emotional anguish.   
 

Rev. Traci Blackmon, who heads the national UCC’s Justice and Local 

Church Ministries, 2 years ago read an article in the New York Times 

about a company who purchases medical debt from health-care 

providers and from brokers or large institutions like church groups for 

an average of one dollar for $100 dollars of medical debt, not to keep 

billing the persons in debt, but to abolish the debt with no tax 

consequences or strings attached.  The UCC and other church groups in 

Chicago partnered with RIP Medical Debt to be advocates for people 

who need medical debt relief. 4 
 

The first day of Holy Week begins with a parade.  Parades, protests, 

gathering for worship, vigils, sports events, concerts-bring people 

together for that event, that time and space and says we belong to each 

other because we are here in this space, at this time.  And if anyone 

tells us to hush, calm down, be quiet we would look at them as if to 

say, “What is wrong with you-don’t you see, don’t you feel; the 

electricity in the air, something’s happening, we are witnessing 

something that will not be repeated, what’s wrong with you, I’m 

surprised your seat does not propel you forward to shout on your 

behalf.”  If they don’t shout, Jesus said, the rocks will cry out. 
   
But apparently the electric-ness does not last long.  We walk away 

from the parade, the protest, from church, the game, the concert and the 

memory is there, but the action, the movement, the doing something 

besides shouting, is gone. 



 

 
Years later, here we are trying to remember it takes actions to show me, 

you, our neighbor, everyone, that we belong together. Trying to 

remember the importance of actions to go with our shouts.  
 

The triumphant entry was to remember how they were saved/ changed/ 

got over being slaves in mind, body, and spirit.  As they shouted 

“Hosanna”- save me!” From what? It was a parade celebrating 

liberation!  Oh, that’s right, they forgot they belonged together, but 

only some were liberated while others were still slaves to medical debt, 

emotional trauma, discrimination, and church hurt. 
  
After the shouting is all over, we still need to walk together children.  

Our strength, our power is in community, we belong together.  Join our 

arms with others!  Together, if we don’t cry out for justice; together, if 

we don’t cry out for peace; together, if we do not cry out for equity; 

together, if we don’t meet the basic needs of life for our neighbor; if 

together we do not care for the earth; we will continue to see all of 

creation cry out, raise up, and over humanity, overturning humanity. 

The rocks are crying out!  Don’t you see them! 
  
The songwriter wrote: “Jesus is the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, 

No man works like him.”  But we can if we work together. Let us 

“ignite a revival of love that encourages all people to do a better job of 

loving their neighbor.” 
 

Today is the first day of Holy Week. Let us remember the liberation 

and walk as those powered to liberate.  Let us journey to death of self 

and selfishness and receive the resurrection of love. Prepare to receive 

the power of the resurrection.  See you on Easter. 

 

Pastor Alberta 
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