
 

 

Sunday,  April 3, 2022—Chapel Service 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

   Sermon                     The Burden of Love            Pastor Alberta 

Scriptures:  Psalm 103: 1-5,13-16;   John 12:1-8 
 

Let’s stop being fake.  To love is a burden. It is a weight; it is a 

charge; it is an intention; it is a significant way of life; it is living 

each day thinking and doing and anticipating the heart of the other.  

It is that burden if it was not there, not present, we would be 

crushed.  It is the burden that gives significance to our lives.  That 

makes the journey of life bright when it is dark; warm when it is 

cold.  It is the blanket that hugs you close, even when the weight of 

your love is no longer present. 

 

In our gospel message today, we can see inside the house.  In John’s 

Gospel, Jesus is visiting his friends, Lazarus, Martha, and Mary.  

His disciples are with him, but the only one we hear about is Judas 

Iscariot. 

 

What do we do when we know our time is close?  When we know 

the end of this life is near?   Wendy and I have a friend who has 

chronicled his life with cancer for the last two years on Facebook.  



 

 

In his most recent writing, he has let us know he has about 6 

months left to live, and he said, “But I don’t want to live that long.”  

He shared if New Hampshire was a Right to Die State, like Maine 

and Vermont, he would have a party, gather his family and friends 

around on a particular date and time and with the help of his 

physicians, leave the suffering and pain on a date he had set.  But 

since he lives in New Hampshire, he asks us to pray with him for 

God to take him when God was ready. 
 

Jesus knows the time is near and he has gathered with friends.  So, 

why is Judas Iscariot there?  Martha has always shown love and 

care with the serving of food.  Some people cook. 

 

Mary has always sat at Jesus’ feet to listen, adore, to worship, to 

receive the power of his presence.  Now, in an act of public 

intimacy, she anoints-pouring, touching, rubbing and massaging 

Jesus’s head, arms and feet with costly perfume and then lowers 

herself, getting as close to Jesus as can be allowed in public, she 

lowers her head and uses her hair to wipe Jesus’ feet. 

 

Lazarus was dead and Jesus called him out of the tomb.  Lazarus is 

now alive, sharing his home and having a meal with Jesus.  I 

believe Lazarus probably has questions he never asked, or if he did, 

they were not witnessed to be recorded in the book we call the 

Bible.  Lazarus must feel he owes his life, his new life to Jesus. 

 

Jesus worked a lot of miracles, but after raising Lazarus to life, the 

Pharisees and the Chief priests called the council together and said, 

“We must do something! Everyone will put their faith in Jesus and 

the people would not fear their authority leaving them open to be 

taken over by the Romans and who would then destroy their temple 

and their nation.”   After all, their coins say “emperor- savior of the 

people.” 

 

Jesus knew the time was near for him to live the life he was born to 

do. 

 

 



 

 

Judas is the only disciple who speaks, and the narrator tells us, he’s a 

thief and has always stolen from the common purse.  Jesus knows 

this.  Why would Judas be present? 
 

To love is a burden. It is a weight; it is a charge; it is an intention; it 

is a significant way of life; it is living each day thinking and doing 

and anticipating the heart of the other. Even if the other’s heart is 

cold and hard. The burden of love is to continue to show love and 

grace.  The burden of love is to love unconditionally, especially to 

those who cannot see what love looks like; who have rejected love; 

who question love.  Or perhaps we cannot see with their eyes or heart 

what love looks like.  Perhaps we have decided what love should 

look like and the “Judas” is there for us to be reminded we are not the 

judge. 
 

What Judas said is true, the expensive perfume could have been sold 

to help the poor.  The burden of love is to always be anticipating the 

heart of the other.  If the other’s heart is weighed down due to 

economic injustice and the “Judas” reminds us of this, love voiced by 

a thief-does that make it not love?  We are not the judge. 
 

Jesus’ response to Judas’ question of why Mary, a privileged woman 

with this expensive perfume would waste it in an act of worship, tells 

me there is a time and season for everything 

       a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

         a time to mourn and a time to dance,    

      a time to keep and a time to throw away,    

     a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
      a time to love and a time to hate, 

         a time for war and a time for peace. 
 

Jesus responds with, “You will always have the poor with you, but 

you will not always have me.”  Here, when Jesus knows his life on 

earth is coming to an end, Jesus reminds us of the covenant between 

God and God’s people given in Deuteronomy 15:11: 
 

Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I 

therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and 

needy neighbor in your land.” 
 

The burden of love. 



 

 

 Jesus’ meal in Bethany at his friend Lazarus’ house-Lazarus, never 

speaks, the narrator just says, he was one of those at the table with 

Jesus.  One who was dead is now alive-being present speaks 

volumes!  Martha, busy, cooking and serving.  Mary gave the gift of 

extravagance and worship.  Judas reminds us to open our hand to the 

poor and needy neighbor in your land. 

 

Jesus lets us see the many ways love looks like and reminds us we 

are not the judge of who is a disciple or who is righteous.  Jesus lets 

us see the table of love invites all people unconditionally.  That is 

the burden of love. 

  

Pastor Alberta 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace—Alberta@gracechurchvt.org 

Alastair Stout, Minister of Music – alastair@gracechurchvt.org 

Diane Chartrand, Asst Minister of Music - dchar99@yahoo.com 

Kit Wallace, Church Administrator – kit@gracechurchvt.org 

Beth Wolven, Financial Secretary – beth@gracechurchvt.org 

David J. Dean, Minister Emeritus; Alan D. Walker, Minister of 

Music Emeritus 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: 802.775.4301   www.gracechurchvt.org   Fax: 802.747.3288 

Grace Congregational UCC ∙ 8 Court Street ∙ Rutland ∙ 05701 

               Follow us on       @GraceChurchVT 


