
 

 

Sunday,  March 13, 2022 

Second Sunday of Lent 

Sermon                 “So Much is Out of Control”           Pastor Alberta 

           Scriptures:  Psalm 27; Luke 13:31-35     
 

On this second Sunday in Lent, Luke’s gospel invites us to contemplate 

Jesus as a mother hen whose chicks don’t want her. Though she stands 

with her wings wide open, offering welcome, belonging, and shelter, her 

children refuse to come home to her.  Her wings, her arms are empty. 

 

God is likening to a lion, a leopard and a bear in Hosea 12 describing how 

God will pursue God’s people to open up the coverings of their heart.  

The imagery today is that of a grieving mother hen.   

 

A mother hen does not have the prowess of a lion, or a leopard or a bear 

to protect her chicks or to get their attention.  A mother hen uses her 

whole body to protect her young and her voice.  She clucks loudly to 

provide guidance, protection and to ward off predators, like a fox.   

 



 

 

There she struts with indignation, fear, and courage; beak held high, 

wings outstretched, running with her little legs, pleading for her chicks 

to come close, get under my wings! 

 

So much is out-of-control today.  Plagues-covid; war-Ukraine, 

tornadoes-Indiana; Florida's "Don't Say Gay" bill passes state senate 

and heads to the Governor's desk; people continue to rationalize and 

justify inequality, still not understanding the way we talk about race 

and stereotypes matters.  

 

Yet, our mother hen—Jesus did not lose focus. And does not give up 

on wayward children.    Anything under God’s control is never out of 

control.   

 

Chaos is all around; there is death, loneliness, confusion, and sadness.  

And right beside the death bed, right beside that person walking in 

loneliness; holding the hand of the one confused and sad is the power 

and presence of the Divine. “The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear?” “The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom 

shall I be afraid?”  

 

But how do I know for sure I am not alone when all around me is out 

of control?  Because we can stand on the promises.  

 

Luke 12:32 says:  “Do not live in fear, little flock, it has pleased God 

to give you the kindom.” 

 

But when will war cease?  When will we no longer have to live with 

COVID?  When will there be a cure for all cancers?  When will my 

heart stop aching due to grief and loneliness? 

 

I do not have those answers.  I can only tell you what the Bible tells 

me: 

 

I would had fainted, unless I had not believed to see the goodness 

of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait on the LORD:  be of 

good courage, and God shall strengthen your heart:  wait, I say, on 

the LORD.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  

Jesus has overcome the world. 

 



 

 

The season of Lent emphasizes deliberate reflection on the obstacles 

that beset us in our spiritual life, in our physical life- in our whole 

being that causes us to look at ourselves as less than; as not good 

enough. Our hope for new direction is not because we are not good 

enough. Our hope is because we know we are being nurtured daily to 

see and be prepared for the new direction God is taking us. 

 

We are the plants on the ladder being watered and pruned to grow in 

due season as God has indicated.  For today, at this time when things 

are truly out-of-control, God reminds us to keep our eyes focused on 

the promises of God. 

 

Hear this prayer from the Good Enough Devotio 

God, I don’t have answers to the chaos or the pain.  But I do know 

what love feels like.  You invented it, and I feel its depth, urgency, 

pre-eminence, and power, even in the midst of fear and doubt.  

God, help me trust that You are a close as the air. And that with 

You, I am truly seen, known, and loved.  Amen 

 
Pastor Alberta 
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