
 

 

Sunday,  February 20, 2022 

Third Sunday of Black History Month 

Pulpit swap with Fair Haven Congregational Church  

   Sermon                          “Hear My Prayer!”            Pastor Alberta 

Scriptures:  Psalm 72:1-4  
 

Blessing to you, the people of God of First Congregational Church of Fair 

Haven.  Pastor James suggested a pulpit swap in honor of Black History 

Month and the Black clergy in Vermont. We are spread out across the state, 

being counted in the 1.4% of Blacks or African Americans in Vermont. We 

proclaimers of the Gospel have been planted here by God for a purpose and a 

season.  Thank you for welcoming me and my life partner Wendy into your 

midst today. 
 

The text Pastor James and I agreed to reflect on today is Psalm 72: 1-4.   The 

scriptures are written for us, but not to us in the 21st century.  The NRSV is 

on the screen.  But hear Psalm 72 adapted for us today. 
 

Imagine you have gathered for a coronation, and this is the prayer that goes 

forth for the new leader:  

Hear Our Prayer O God, Hear Our prayer:  

Give leaders your justice, O God, and your righteousness; your 

uprightness; your decency to a leader’s son or daughter. May they judge 

your people with integrity; with goodness; with righteousness; and your 

In The Spirit by Bernard Hoyes 
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poor with justice.  May the mountains and hills yield prosperity for the 

people, with fairness; with respectability; in righteousness. May your 

leaders defend the cause of the poor, give deliverance to the needy, and 

crush the oppressor/ the persecutor/ the bully/ the tyrant. 
 

Hear our prayer O Lord!  Hear our prayer! (Please go to the link to hear the 

video https://youtu.be/pm_61Yq4DIk – The Impossible Dream by Rufus 

Bonds, Jr or witness the sermon on First Congregational Church Fair Haven 

UCC Facebook page) 
 

In 2016, the Seattle 5th Avenue Theatre produced Man of La Mancha. When 

Man of La Mancha premiered on Broadway in 1964, it was an all-white cast 

to portray the story of the fictional Spanish hero, Don Quixote, a Spanish 

novel written in 1605 by Miguel de Cervantes. Such a radical novel for its 

day represented the vision that individuals can be right while society is 

wrong.   
 

In 2016, there were headlines like: “America Wakes Up to Racism.”  The 

Seattle Times started a project titled, “Under My Skin,” inviting people to 

pick a term to explain: Institutional Racism; Person of Color; Racist; Ally; 

Microaggression; All Lives Matter; Politically Correct; Colorblindness; Safe 

Space; Diversity; White Privilege; White Fragility.  
 

During this climate of great racial unrest, white and black people and white 

and black churches were trying to understand #Blacklives matter. The 

director of this production intentionally sought a cross-cultural cast and 

pulled the story out of the era of the Spanish Inquisition and thrust it into a 

more contemporary world, replacing the dungeon of the original with a 

nondescript modern-day prison, which could be Guantanamo or any number 

of other detention facilities around the world where immigrants and political 

prisoners are held. Here, Don Quixote responds to his fictional love 

interest’s question of what does he mean when he says I must follow the 

quest? 
 

That story is one of oppression and imagination.  Cervantes himself was 

imprisoned several times and forced to perform for his fellow prisoners the 

fanciful, comic, and brutal tale of a hero Don Quixote, made mad by 

injustice. 

Don Quixote sees himself as a leader and his mission, his quest is to defend 

the cause of the poor, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor/ 

the persecutor/ the bully/ the tyrant. 
 



 

 
Rufus Bonds, Jr, an accomplished Black performer with Broadway, sings 

“The Impossible Dream” with the heart and soul of a Black man living 

during the season when America has “awakened to racism” and there is 

oppression and persecution and injustice all around. Cervantes, imagined a 

leader who whose vision of the world was different than the world’s. 
 

That’s us!  We who are followers of Jesus the Christ. Our vision/ our 

standards/ our mission has been given to us by God. And to make sure we 

had an example that had flesh and blood and was challenged by the world 

as we are, God sent us Jesus, the man who was human and divine. 
 

It’s 2022, and still white churches are on pins and needles about how to 

respond to Black Lives Matter!  Institutional Racism. Microaggression. 

Color-blindness. White Privilege. White Fragility-being uncomfortable and 

defensive when confronted with information about racial inequality and 

injustice. White people are protected from racial stress, that is the truth. 

Conversations about racism may trigger a range of defensive actions, 

feelings, and behaviors such as anger, fear, and silence.  That is normal. 
 

But we/ that means you too, are leaders and the prayer has been prayed on 

your behalf: 

O, God/ Hear our prayer: 

Give leaders (me and everyone else who says they are followers of Jesus 

the Christ) your justice, O God. And your righteousness / your uprightness/ 

your decency; give these O, God to your leader’s son or daughter. 
 

The prayer of Psalm 72 is associated with Solomon who prayed for wisdom 

in 1 Kings: 

“Now, O LORD my God, you have made me king instead of my father, 

David, but I am like a little child who doesn’t know his way around. And 

here I am in the midst of your own chosen people, a nation so great and 

numerous they cannot be counted! Give me an understanding heart so that 

I can govern your people well and know the difference between right and 

wrong. For who by himself is able to govern this great people of yours?” 

 

The Lord was pleased that Solomon asked for wisdom and the text says: 

So God replied, “Because you have asked for wisdom in governing my 

people with justice and have not asked for a long life or wealth or the 

death of your enemies— I will give you what you asked for! I will give 

you a wise and understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever 

will have! And I will also give you what you did not ask for—riches and 

fame! No other king in all the world will be compared to you for the rest 

of your life!  



 

 
It was the riches and fame that caused Solomon to become proud and 

focused on his own wants and desires. So he over-spent, misused his 

wealth and over-taxed the people and married into foreign relationships 

that brought foreign gods to Israel.   
 

We cry: “Hear my prayer O Lord.” but then we must listen, ready to 

have a change of heart; ready to change directions in life.  Ready to live 

out the impossible dream.   
 

But this takes a commitment to covenant with God.  Understanding 

God is our great leader; God is our Commander-in-chief and provides 

us the framework in which we serve others, especially the least of 

these. Justice and righteousness are defined by God’s character.  Godly 

character is expressed through social justice.   
 

Leaders are commissioned to defend the poor, deliver the needy, and 

crush the oppressor; to have pity on the weak and needy; to value life 

and redeem people from oppression and violence. You must 

understand, when you hear or read “Black Lives Matter!” Your 

response is not to be: 

Two thousand years ago, Jesus ended the debate on which lives 

matter.He died for all. 
 

That is correct!  But please do not forget Jesus said: 

 “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick” (Matthew 9:12) 
 

Sick-having something unpleasant or a misfortune; sick-longing for 

something; sick-disappointed, mortified, miserable; sick- suffering 

from serious problems, especially of a financial nature.  You look it up 

and find all the different meanings for sick. 
 

Black Lives Matter! is a call to all who are followers of Jesus the Christ 

that there is sickness in and among some of God’s children! Oh, if you 

would only hear the prayer! 
 

The book of James tells us, “Are any among you sick?”  They should 

call for the elders of the church.  Elders are leaders; those who have 

prayed for a wise and understanding heart; those who are committed to 

being in covenant with God to take on God’s justice; to take on God’s 

righteousness; to take on God’s care and love and deliverance for the 

poor, the needy, the marginalized, the neglected, the lonely, the 

persecuted.  
  



 

 

Black Lives Matter! is a call for the elders, the leaders anointed by God to 

pray, teach, preach and to stand in the city gates-town halls and speak truth 

to power.  Individuals can be right while society is wrong!  Those 

individuals imitating the character of God are always on the right side. 
 

Hear our prayer O lord, hear our prayer! 
 

May our quest/ our mission be to: 

  dream the impossible dream 

  fight the unbeatable foe 

  bear with unbearable sorrow 

  run where the brave dare not go 

  right the un-rightable wrong 

  love pure and chaste from afar 

  try when your arms are too weary 

 

  fight for the right 

 without question or pause, 

 and be willing to march 

 into hell for a heavenly cause. 

 

Hear Our Prayer, O Lord!  Hear our prayer.  Amen 

 

Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace 
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