
 

 

Sunday,  February 6, 2022 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon           “Glad to Be in God’s Service”         Pastor Alberta 

Scriptures:   Isaiah 6: 1-13 and Luke 5: 1-11  
 

I can see and hear them today.  The choirs lined up at the back of the 

church.  Processioning in from the right, the left and the middle aisle.  

The musicians start to play; the choirs start to sway and clap their 

hands; everybody stands and we sing with thanksgiving and 

gratefulness:  “Glad to be in God’s Service, one more time; He didn’t 

have to let me live;  He didn’t have to let me live; joy to be in God’s 

service one more time! 

 

I can imagine Isaiah was remembering King Uzziah, the 10th king of 

Judah who became king at age 16 and reigned for 52 years. King 

Uzziah was pleasing in the Lord’s sight.  But he became proud, 

neglecting to respect the order of the priests and their role, functions, 

and place in the temple; insisting on burning incense in the temple to 

the Lord, a function given only to the priests.   King Uzziah was struck 

with leprosy.  Historical writings say he lived for 11 years with leprosy, 

until he died.  During that time, King Uzziah lived in isolation in a 

separate house and his son Jotham was put in charge of the royal palace 

and governed the people of the land.   
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Isaiah is remembering those times, at this time when he says, “I saw the 

Lord.”  The past is present in our being when we gather to worship.  

When we gather to worship, we hear, see, and feel God’s presence in 

many ways.  Some of us sway, some of us cry, some of us raise our 

hands, and some of us sit quietly taking deep breaths as if we are trying 

to catch our breaths; some of us moan quietly—all as a response to being 

in the presence, the feeling, the amazement; enveloped by the 

indescribable otherness; of being in the presence of the Holy with our 

past, in our present, in the presence of the Holy. 
 

Our text tells us Isaiah saw this experience as frightening.  Even though, I 

believe, he knew just like we know in our whole being the Holy will not 

harm us but transform us.  So, what else can you do but to say, “Hush, 

hush, somebody’s calling my name,” as you bow your head, drop to your 

knees, and acknowledge your own sinfulness-remembering we are a 

people of unclean lips, and we live among and with those whose harsh 

hearts are heard above the holiness of God. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God, until my heart is pure, 

until my will is one with yours to do and to endure.  

 

February is Black history month. The World Economic Forum explains,  

Black History month is a chance to celebrate Black achievement and 

provide a fresh reminder to take stock of where systemic racism persists 

and give visibility to the people and organizations creating change. 

A core operating value of The World Economic Forum is “progress 

happens by bringing together people from all walks of life who have the 

drive and the influence to make positive change.” 

 

Isaiah responded, “Here I am Lord, send me,” when he heard God ask, 

“Whom shall I send as a messenger to this people?”  Isaiah was 

intimately aware of the inequities and evils of human society; the 

promoters of discriminatory laws; greedy landgrabbers, irresponsible 

leaders both civil and religious.  Isaiah’s worship experience of the Holy 

with the Holy was grounded in the details and context of his history. 

 

Distressed by recent catastrophic events unfolding across the country 

relating to human rights, justice, and equality, Bob Harnish, a long-time 

resident of Pittsford, decided to do something.  His concern led him to Al 

Wakefield, a former businessman in the Rutland area, who shared similar 

distress and felt a need to do something ‘hands-on.’ 



 

 

This is the background statement on the website for the Vermont 

Declaration of Inclusion    ( https://vtdeclarationofinclusion.org/) a 

grassroots efforts working with community leaders to reinforce the 

message that Vermont is safe and welcoming for all.  God’s breath is 

always going forth, opening eyes, and softening hearts; transforming 

people from all walks of life, removing the shame, guilt, fear, and 

apathy that prevents partnering with the will of God for mercy and 

justice for all people. 

 

It was an act of mercy for Jesus to be teaching on the Lake of 

Gennesaret, Israel’s largest freshwater lake, also known as the Sea of 

Galilee.  There they were professional fishermen:  Simon, James, and 

John.  Probably wearing their hip wader boots.  They are in the lake 

with their nets, casting for a catch.  They had been out all night long, 

caught nothing and are tired.  They have nothing to show for their 

time, talents, and the fees they had to pay to fish. In Jesus’, day, the 

fishing industry in Palestine was fully under the control of the Roman 

Empire.  Caesar owned every body of water, and all fishing was state 

regulated for the benefit of the urban elite.  Fishermen couldn’t obtain 

licenses to fish without joining a syndicate, most of what they caught 

was exported — leaving local communities impoverished and hungry..  

   

Jesus needed a place to give him space from all the people who were 

gathering to hear him.  He saw 2 boats empty, he chose one to sit 

down in, Peter’s boat, and asked Peter to pull out farther from the 

shore.  Peter, James, and John knew of Jesus and his teachings and of 

course couldn’t help but to hear him speak on that day.  They were not 

yet followers of Jesus, but knew he was a teacher, a Rabbi, a Master.   

 

After Jesus finished speaking, he said with assurance to Simon, “Put 

out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” They had 

worked all night, tired, but out of respect for the status Jesus had in the 

community as a teacher, rabbi, master, he said OK if you say so.  

What happened next was an act of mercy.  Simon Peter, James, and 

John were going home empty-handed, no fish to take home to feed 

their families and no fish to sell to support their family.  The God in 

Jesus met the basic needs first, removing the shame and disappoint-

ment of an unproductive day to allow them to see, imagine and dream 

maybe, just maybe this Rabbi is the Lord!   

https://vtdeclarationofinclusion.org/


 

 

An act of mercy transforms the heart, and the eyes see the Divine, and 

just like Isaiah, Simon Peter experienced being in the presence of the 

Holy-frightened and unworthy.  Jesus gave another gift of mercy-he 

says do not be afraid.  Fear paralyzes and stops us from hearing and 

seeing and responding.  Jesus says do not be afraid-that is the gift to  

ask, seek, trust, and anticipate something new-good news that is good 

news for everyone.  That is justice.  

 

Breathe on me, breath of God, until my heart is pure, 

until my will is one with yours to do and to endure.  

 

Isaiah endured.  Simon Peter, James, and John and the other disciples 

endured. The grass roots group advocating for Vermont’s Declaration 

of Inclusion; striving to get all “246 towns and cities in Vermont to 

adopt and implement plans, policies, programs, procedures, and 

relevant training that support and advance the intent and spirit of the 

Declaration.” ( from https://vtdeclarationofinclusion.org/.)  This 

grassroots group understands Diversity brings creativity that leads to 

solutions and a richer life for all.  This grassroots group is enduring and 

pressing forward understanding that “children in Vermont will benefit 

from living in a more diverse community, towns, schools, and churches 

increasing their comfort level with people from all backgrounds and 

beliefs so they can survive and thrive in the world.”  God’s will for all 

God’s people.   

 

In God’s service we hear hope.  In God’s service we are transformed.  

In God’s service we receive the gift of mercy - do not be afraid.  God is 

with us, preparing us, showing us the way; using the events in our own 

lives, in our communities and in our world to show us which of our 

gifts can be a partner with God to spread love, joy, mercy, and justice.  

Amen. 
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