
 

 

Sunday,  January 9, 2022 

First Sunday After Epiphany 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                  Who Am I?                   Pastor Alberta 

Scriptures:   Isaiah 43:1-7;  Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22    
 

But now, Leah, Rachel, Jacob, Gregory, Jane, and Charlotte  

hear the word of YHWH— 

the One who created you, 

the One who fashioned you,  

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name; you are mine.   

When you pass through the seas, I will be with you; 

when you pass over the rivers, you will not drown.  

When you Walk through fire, you will not be singed. 

When you walk through flames  you will not be burned.   

I am YHWH, your God, the Holy One, your deliverer. 

 

When you personalize the scripture, you can hear that Isaiah is writing 

to us, a people in exile waiting for liberation from the things we’ve 

done in the past; waiting for liberation from the shame of our actions; 

waiting for liberation from the pains of grief, loneliness, fear; waiting 

for liberation from our failures.  The prophet reminds us of who we 

are:  created by YHWH, created by God, fashioned by God who calls 

our names saying “Do not be afraid, I am with you, I am your 

deliverer.”   

 



 

 

Viola Davis, in the movie The Help, sat a little white child on her lap 

each day and looked into her eyes and said:  “You is kind; you is smart; 

you is important.” 

   

The maid, the nanny, that Black woman who felt she had no power, no 

voice... used the power breathed into her by the Holy Spirit to shape a 

life, to drop into that child the seeds of affirmation, the seeds affirming 

our identity, our worth that was given to that Black woman who grieved 

the death of her own child who was treated as if he was not important and 

was denied healthcare because he was Black.  In her own deep despair, 

waiting for liberation from her own grief and anger at the injustices of the 

day, she looked into the face of child and saw a human being waiting to 

be reminded who she was created to be.   

 

One of Sidney Poitier’s most famous lines in, Guess Who’s Coming to 

Dinner, is said to his father in the movie who is trying to tell him how to 

live his life, and how to understand his place in the world.  Sidney Poitier 

says:  "You think of yourself as a colored man. I think of myself as a 

man."  The writer who wrote those lines back in 1967 did not know he 

was being used by God, or maybe he did understand, there is no respect 

of persons with God. 

 

Jesus, one without sin arrives at the river with everyone else.  John the 

baptizer, the prophet preparing the way for the lamb of God, has opened 

the hearts of the people to want to repent and be forgiven, they now have 

a thirst for a new life and are looking and expecting a new leader, a 

Messiah. The tyranny of life under Herod is breaking their backs and 

their spirit.   Some think, John is the coming Messiah, the new lord. But 

John makes it clear he baptizes with water; the one who follows him will 

bring the power and share the power to show us how to walk and live in 

our forgiveness, in our liberation.   

 

Jesus gets in line with everyone who had been broken by the “wear and 

tear” of this selfish world.  He gets in line with the people who had all 

but given up on themselves and their God. Jesus, born of a woman and 

yet divine, gets in line with the downtrodden and sin-sick people hoping 

for new beginnings, hoping for a return to God’s favor through baptism 

of repentance. Jesus joined them. Identifying with the damaged and 

broken people who needed God. There is no respect of persons with God.   

 



 

 

The wheat is separated from the chaff, but both the wheat and the 

chaff are used in different ways to feed and grow and rise again after 

the wind has repurposed it.  Who am I?  Who are we?  

 

We are constantly being repurposed by the wind, the power of the 

Holy Spirit, separating what is needed for today, repurposing all the 

gifts of creation-nothing is thrown away.  God uses what God has 

created, not what you see biologically, male, female, white, black, 

brown, abled or differently abled.  The Creator of heaven and earth 

and all that lives is always creating for the purpose of love, nurture, 

belonging, community, justice, liberation, and hope.   

 

Look what Jesus does! He lived in that sin sick world.  In the world, 

but not of it!  He too, went to the river, down into the waters of 

baptism for repentance-for a change of mind and heart, arose praying.  

  

What the people saw could only be explained as seeing the sky split 

open and then seeing a shape that looked like a dove come down on 

Jesus and then hearing a voice say, “You are my dear Son; I’m proud 

of you.”  The people at the river could only suppose this was a sign of 

the Holy Spirit; this was God breaking into their lives and pointing 

them to the Messiah.  The Messiah who was in the river with them. 

 

Who am I?  Who are we?  We are not alone; God Emmanuel is with 

us!  In our own baptism, by water or by change of heart and mind- 

God does not mind if you don’t get baptized.  God wants us to have 

the mind of Christ.  To be in the world, but not of it.  To allow the 

wind, the power of the Holy Spirit to toss us up and create and re-

create us for the purpose of love, nurture, belonging, community, 

justice, liberation, and hope.  

 

Who are we?  We are God’s beloved partnering with God’s son, Jesus, 

in the power of the Holy Spirit to say to that child within us and within 

others:   “You is kind; you is smart; you is important.” 

 

Who are we?  We are the voice of God within creation.  

 

Come Holy Spirit Come. Speak to and through us! 

 
Pastor Alberta 



 

 
Scriptures 

 

Isaiah 43: 1-7    Restoration and Protection Promised 

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, 

    he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

    and the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, 

I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 

Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the 

east, and from the west I will gather you; 

I will say to the north, “Give them up,”  

and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away 

    and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 

    whom I formed and made. 
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