
 

 

ADVENT … A Season of  Waiting and Preparation 
Sanctuary Services at 10:00 AM 
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December 5 - Second Sunday in Advent 

Communion 

Housing the Holy: Peace 

Baruch 5:1-5; Philippians 1:9-11 

 

 

 

 

 

3:30 / 7:00 PM - Messiah (free with tickets) 
 

  

 

 

 
 

December 12 - Third Sunday in Advent 

     Housing the Holy:  

How Much IS Enough Joy? 

Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 3:10-14   
  

    Dec. 19 -  Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Combined Service of Lessons and Carols 

Chapel and Sanctuary both worship at 10 AM 

December 19 Afternoon 
 

3 PM: Caroling on the church steps 
 

4 PM:  Light in the Midst of Darkness 
 

 
 
 

 
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

at 6:00 and 10:30 PM (see p. 5) 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dec. 26 – First Sunday after Christmas 

Combined Service - Hymn Sing 

Chapel and Sanctuary both worship at 10 AM 

Chapel Services at 8:30 AM 

December 5 - Second Sunday in Advent 

Communion 

Make Ready: Peace 

Psalm 78:1-7;  Luke 3:1-6 

December 12 - Third Sunday in Advent 

Look Forward 

Psalm 115:9-15;  Luke 3:7-18 

December 19 and 26 are combined services at 10:00 AM—see above. 



 
A Word 

from our Pastor 
 

 
 

The season of Advent and Christmas prepares us 
to again receive new birth; new life; newness of 
heart and mind. A reminder that God is always 
creating and re-creating. The season of 

preparation is to set our eyes, hearts, and minds 
on receiving that which is new: new hope, new 
peace, new joy, new love, new birth. It is our 

reminder that God is faithful because that is just 

who God is.  
 

Beloveds of Grace Congregational United Church 
of Christ, you are doing the work of preparing for 
your next pastoral support. You welcomed the 
invitations to ask questions; you listened to 

others; you heard you were not alone in your 
grief, your anger, your doubts, and your fears. 
Most importantly, you were reminded why you 

love this community of faith-the gift of 
appreciative inquiry.  
 

You were reminded that “love covers a multitude 
of sins.”  This time allowed some to have those 
stones on their hearts removed and others dried 
their tears; all of you are saying, “Come, thy long-

expected Jesus!”  I am speaking metaphorically 
about the ones who will walk with you as your 
shepherd, as your teacher, preacher, pastor, your 

long-term prayer partners who come to help you 
discern the move of the Spirit; to help you hear 
what God is saying to this Body of Christ; to help 

you be relevant to the times to meet the needs of 
God’s people.  
 

God is faithfully moving you towards the end of 
this interim season. The peace that is now seen 
and heard is rising higher than the confusion and 
pain of the past.  
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Pray for the work of the interim process. Pray for 
your church leaders. Pray for those who accept 

the call to recruit and interview candidates for 

your pastoral support team.  
 

Prayerfully wait expecting God to continue to 
provide what you need and to shower you with 
new hope; new peace; new joy; new love; new 
birth of mind and heart.  
 

God is faithful! 

Pastor Alberta  

In Search Of:   
People who Love… 
 

Love to give away money 

that isn’t theirs 
Love to support higher education 
Love life-long learners 

Love to help those life-long learners be 
awarded the money 

 

All of this love will be part of a sub-committee 
of Learning with Grace called the Higher Ed 

Scholarship Committee.  This loving group will 
develop a process, policies, an application, and a 
screening timeline for using the Legacy Funds 

that are marked for higher education support.  
At the Legacy Funds presentation sponsored by 
Learning with Grace and the Trustees of the 

Legacy Funds, it was pointed out that there is a 
fund that hasn’t been used that is to support 
members looking for help with higher education.  

Learning with Grace offered to take on the 

process for using those funds in a sustainable 
fashion.   
 

Come – help give the love away!! Please contact 

Ellen Green if you are interested (eepgreen@ 
hotmail.com). 
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Gifts to the Manger during December 
“We can do no great things, but only small ones 

with great love.” 
 

Christmas Fund—
December 19  

 

Our joy at Christmas 
is a response to 

God's promise of new 
life through the birth 
of Jesus. It is a joy we 
are called to share 

widely, through our 

witness and gifts, both 
to loved ones and to distant neighbors.  The 

Christmas Fund Offering of the UCC is an 
expression of joy and gratitude to, and for, 
those who serve the church.  Gifts to the 

Christmas Fund help provide pension and 
health premium supplements to low-income 
clergy retirees, emergency assistance to the 
families of clergy and lay employees, and 

Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of 
annuitants.  
 

Look for the special Christmas Fund offering 
envelopes and please give generously on  

Sunday, December 19! 
.  

Grace Family Christmas Card 
 

Once again we are approaching the season of 
our beloved Savior's birth. Each time we wish 
each other a Merry Christmas we are sharing 

joy and love. Offer your greetings to your 

church family in the Grace Family Christmas 
Card, which will be included in the December 

19 bulletin and online Grace Good News. 
Names, along with a donation in the amount of 
your choice, must reach the Church Office 
before December 13.  To be part of this card, 

contact the Church Office (775.4301; kit@ 
gracechurchvt.org).  

Christmas Cheer 
 

The Visitation Ministry  
would like to help spread  
some cheer again this year.  

We are looking for some folks who would be 
willing to send Christmas cards to 2 - 5 people 
who are living alone during this pandemic. The 

isolation is so hard for many of us. 
 

If you would like to help out in this ministry, 

contact me (grambarclay@hotmail.com or at 
775.1076). I have the names and addresses to 
share … also cards that you may pick up in the 

Church Office. 
 

We had a lot of positive response from the cards 
that were sent out last year. Thank you. 
 

Marty Barclay 

A Season of Giving ... 

It has long been a tradition on Christmas Eve to 

bring “gifts” to the manger. This year these gifts 
will once again go to local missions such as Faith 
on Foot, the Comfort Zone, and others. Simply 

wrap your gifts in white, bring them with love, 
and place them at the Christ Child’s feet. Gifts 
are given to both adults and children. Some ideas 

for gifts: gloves, socks, mylar blankets, hand and 

foot warmers, books, games, sweatpants and 
shirts.  (No candles or knives, please.) Gifts of 
money are also needed; even the Foodbank is 

requesting money rather than food due to 
storage issues.  

Thank you for your love of others. 
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       Handel’s Messiah 

    Sunday, December 5, 3:30 and 7 PM  
 

The Rutland Area Chorus, soloists and orchestra will 

present Handel’s Messiah on December 5 at 3:30 and 7 
pm. This year, the choir will also perform J.S. Bach’s 
Cantata number 133: Ich free much in dir (My Joy is All in 

Thee).  
 

The concert features soloists Evan Leontis of Brattle-

boro, Amy Frostman of South Burlington, Ryan Mangan 
of Rutland, Zeb McLellan of Tinmouth and the Rutland 
Area Chorus and Festival Orchestra under the direction 

of Dr. Alastair Stout.  
 

Tickets are required for this years performance as we are limiting the number of seats to 250 per 
performance. Tickets are free from the church office. 

A Service of Lessons & Carols: Sunday, Dec. 19 at 10 AM 

Please join all the Grace Church choirs for a service of Lessons and Carols during Sunday morning 

worship. The story of the promise of the Messiah and the birth of Jesus is told in readings from 
Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with beautiful anthems and familiar carols. 
The service first took place in Truro Cathedral in 1880 and has since been celebrated in churches and 

cathedrals throughout the world. It is most famously broadcast from King’s College, Cambridge. 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord. 

FortnightLy Christmas Concert: December 16 at 2 PM 

The annual Christmas Concert will feature local tenor, Ryan Mangan, and will take place at 2:00 p.m. on 

December 16th in the Grace Church Sanctuary. Ryan will offer a selection of seasonal favorites and 

lead us in singing Christmas carols. (See page 14 for more.) 

All-Handbell Service: December 12 at 10 AM 

The Grace Church handbell choir, Tintinnabula, will offer seasonal music during 

the 10am worship service. Bring a friend to worship to hear this quintessential 
Christmas sound! 
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Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord. 

Service of Light in the Midst of Darkness  

December 19 at 4 PM 

Some Celebrate - Some Grieve - All Remember  

 

Chances are, someone you loved dearly has died. Have you found the need 

and the confidence to speak your beloved’s name with faith and a spirit to hope? It may be the first 
Christmas without family members or friends who have recently died. A space and time is needed to 
acknowledge the sadness and grief, but also to be reminded you are not alone. The Service of Light 

in the Midst of Darkness provides an opportunity to do just that. Join us on Sunday, December 19, 

at 4 pm in the Grace Church Chapel for a time of healing, encouragement hope and inspiration. 

Christmas Carols  

on the Church Steps 

December 19: 3:00-3:45 pm 
 

Join us on the front steps of the church  
to sing seasonal carols. 

Christmas Eve Services  
 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Family Service at 6 p.m.  as members 
of our youth choirs offer upbeat Christmas anthems. The choirs will help 

lead the traditional Christmas story told through drama and song! Arrive 
early to hear a prelude of favorite seasonal songs.  
  

Later that evening, at 10:30 p.m., the Sanctuary Choir will offer a 

Musical Prelude, joined by guest instrumentalists for this beautiful and 
uplifting music. The Candlelight Evening Service begins at 11 p.m. We 
will all share in the beauty and comfort of lighting candles and singing 

“Silent Night” as the wonder and mystery of Christmas unfolds. 
 

To keep everyone safe, attendance at each service will be capped at 
350. Tickets for the early service are free but required, and are available 

from the Church Office. 
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Finance & Stewardship 2022 
Update—Rooted in Love 

 
We’d like to update you on current year finances 
and the 2022 budgeting process.  As of the end of 
October, pledges and other income meet or 

exceed our budgeted expectations for this point in 
the year.  Thank you all for staying on top of your 

pledges.  We have also received more revenue 

than anticipated from the Fox Fund.  For these 
reasons, and due to certain expense savings, we are 
on track to end the year ahead of budget. At the 
same time, our Property Committee is working to 

address pressing needs that will likely absorb any 
excess savings next year if not sooner, so please 
continue to help carry us through the finish line.  
 

We also want to keep you posted on the progress 
of the 2022 budget as we work on creating it.  As 

of 11/24, we have received $237,969 in pledges! 

The pledge figure for our current budget (2021) is 
$314,602.  At this time we face a number of 
uncertainties as we enter into the pastoral search 
and call process.  We know that the search and 

relocation process will require funding, and we do 
not yet know what employment package(s) will be 
offered or accepted.  We can anticipate that the 

2022 budget will need to be larger than the 2021 
budget, so we ask that you prayerfully consider 
pledging if you have not before, or increasing your 

current pledge if you are able.    
 

Have You Completed Your 2021 Pledge?  
Thank You! 

 

Please contact Beth (beth@gracechurchvt.org or 
775.4301) with questions. 

ON-GOING WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 

  8:30 am  Chapel Service 
10:00 am   Sanctuary Service  

11:15 am   Joyful Noise rehearsal 
 

MONDAY 
  8:00 am   AA  

  5:30 pm   AA  

  6:30 pm   Bell Choir 
 

TUESDAY 
  5:00 pm   AA Women’s Group 

  7:00 pm   AA Men’s Group 
 

WEDNESDAY 
  8:00 am   AA 

  8:00 am   Prayer Group 

  9:30 am   Bible Study 

  Noon      AA 

  6:00 pm   Sanctuary Choir 
 

THURSDAY 

  Noon     AA  

  7:00 pm  AA Men’s Group 
 

FRIDAY 

  8:00 am   AA 
 

DECEMBER EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 

Wed, Dec. 1, 8:30 AM—Property Committee 
 

Thurs, Dec. 2, 6:00 PM—Diaconate 
 

Sun, Dec. 5, 3:30 & 7 PM—Messiah  
 

Wed, Dec, 8, 9:30 AM—Prayer Shawl 
 

Sat, Dec. 11, 1 PM—Michael Stimpfel memorial 
 

Sun, Dec. 12, 11 AM—Special Council meeting 
  11:15 AM—Soup sale 

  Noon—Lunch & Ornament Making at Zmurko’s 
 

Thurs, Dec. 16, 2:00 PM—The Fortnightly  
                           6:00 PM—Church Council 
 

Sun, Dec. 19, 10 AM ONLY—Lessons & Carols    

  3:00 PM—Caroling on the church steps 

  4:00 PM—Service of Light in the Midst of Darkness 
 

Tues, Dec. 21, 9:00 AM—Sewing Group 
 

Fri, Dec. 24, 6 PM—Family Service 

  10:30 PM—Musical Prelude 

  11:00 PM—Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 

Sun, Dec. 26, 10 AM service ONLY—Hymn sing 
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Significant December Birthdays 
 

December 7th—Ken Hart 

5 General Wing Road, Apt. 232. Rutland, VT 05701 
 

December 10—Roma Pulling 
883 US 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701 

 

Congratulations, Ken and roma! 

Robert De Cormier Centenary Celebration 

January 7, 2022 at 7 PM 
 

Grace Church is excited to host a concert to celebrate the Centenary of Robert De Cormier’s 
birth. Choirs from throughout Vermont, including the Grace Church Sanctuary Choir, will offer 
music by De Cormier including arrangements of Joy to the World and We Shall Overcome. 

FINIAL PROJECT NEWS 

 
The old and partly rotted wooden finial is gone.  Planning for an all-

copper finial has progressed to the design stage but has brought us to 
seeking the redesign of our lightning protection system as well.  This 
involves a continuous connection, no joints or clamps, from spike at the 
top 199 feet down to ground terminals.  Much planning is needed, and 

the lightning design person will visit Grace in early December. 
 
We are now talking to certain people directly. Dan and Esther Swett 

and Jeff Freeman visited Southgate Steeplejack in Barre recently. We 
consider the finial project as separate financially, but still related to the 
lightning protection project. Both would need the crane.  Lightning 

work below bell level (75 feet) may need a man lift. 

 
Estimate (finial $3,500, shipping $500, Southgate installing $2,000, crane 

$7,000, buffer $1,500) comes to $14,500.  The missing estimate is the 
lightning protection labor, equipment, and materials.   More discussion 
will be needed. 
 

Jeff Freeman 



Congregational Engagement Team Results 
 

The CET began meeting with members, active members, and friends of 
Grace Church on July 1, 2021.  Each facilitation team led small groups, 
one-to-one interactions, or invited persons to submit written responses to 

the three main questions all persons were asked. (Contact the church 
office if you want that document). 
 

At the time of this report 133 persons accepted the invitation to share their experience at Grace; 

what is important to them about Grace; the qualities they would want in their pastor(s) and 
feedback on the suggested pastoral support model recommended by Pastor Alberta (Contact the 
church office if you want that document). 
 

Qualities they would want in their pastor(s). Most people felt all the qualities listed were 

important (see survey p.10).  This listing is an attempt to capture the order most persons felt 
was most important. It also includes other qualities that were not on the handout. 

 

An ability to listen; good character; vision casting; self-awareness; ability to build a team; drive; 

scriptural understanding and competence was viewed as standard; teaching ability; disciple 
building focus.  
Other comments:  open and accepting of all persons; dynamic preacher that people would want 

to follow- charismatic; regularly meets with other clergy in Rutland; great with children, youth 
and families; reaches out to seniors; meets with other people who seek God in different ways; 
understanding of the community; can work as a team; a leader; creative; good at conflict 
management and resolution; lives closer to the church to be more visible in the community. 
 

Responses to the suggested pastoral models submitted by Pastor Alberta:  should Grace 
Church call a solo pastor or some combination of two ? (see survey p.11 for description) 
 

Majority of the responses favored a fulltime pastor and a part-time pastor for the pastoral 

support model.  The majority also requested one person is able to attract children, youth and 
families.  A suggestion was to make contact with the school system to ascertain how Grace 
Church can be a presence.  Many agreed developing a relationship with the Little Lambs 

Academy at Grace may be a great way to attract families.  Many people provided a caution 
against hiring a married couple due to the cost of having to find coverage for both for vacations 
or continuing education. All were concerned about the delineation of tasks and budget to cover 
this pastoral support model.  
 

What is valued at Grace Church? 
 

The music program-having a fulltime Minister of Music 
Church is not only a religious experience but also a social experience 

Having children and youth participate in the productions and concerts 
Messiah/ Easter programs/ Christmas Eve programs/ All Saints Service 

Page 8 -  The Star  



Small groups to build relationships 

4th Sunday Dinners and all community dinners/ outreach/local missions 
Inclusivity/ ONA 

The community has great respect for Grace Church 

Social justice nudges 
The relationships made 
Being relevant to the community and the current world 
Beautiful sanctuary 
 

Experiences/ concerns about Grace Church that were not captured in the other responses 
noted above: 
 

Many felt Grace needed to work on being welcoming to new people 

Would love to see children and youth participating in worship as well as in concerts 

Some commented on the need for better technology at Grace, i.e., can’t hear the speakers;  
   use technology to communicate in different ways and with different age groups 

Grace Church needs to have a balance between traditions and “out of the box” thinking  
   about times for worship, what worship looks like and who worship is targeted to.  One  
   person used the phrase “do not ‘turtle’ - living in our own shell can be fatal.” 
 

CET next step: 
 

To offer an opportunity for 80 to 90% of the membership to respond to the three (3) main 

questions, we will mail out a letter survey to those persons who did not respond. This will go out in 
the December STAR and people will receive a mailed letter asking for responses by December 20th.  

Kit will receive the responses, tally the number of people who responded and provide the responses 

to Pastor Alberta. This report will then be updated.  At the Congregational Meeting in February, the 
CET will submit its final report.  
 

It has been our honor to serve Grace Church during our interim season: 
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Beverly Anderson – brandx@vermontel.net                   

Mary Crowley –artandmarycrowley@comcast.net 
Winnie Denis – winnie05763@gmail.com                     
Michele Fountain- mfountain@wcsu.net 

Margaret Franklin – mugsfranklin@yahoo.com             

Ellen Green – eepgreen@hotmail.com 
Russ Green- mtnruss@gmail.com                                   
Dave Hoffenberg- deacondavehoff@gmail.com 

Glenn Horgan – glennhorgan@hotmail.com                  

Bonnie Kelly- bck4237@hotmail.com 

Randy Kelly – grkelly40@hotmail.com                         
MJ Perkins – mjperk@earthlink.net 
Jeannie Stimpfel – happyvtmtn@aol.com                      

Esther Swett – endswett@comcast.net 

Howard Weaver  –  
   haweavermd@yahoo.com                 
Marci Wheeler – whelmar@comcast.net 

mailto:brandx@vermontel.net
mailto:–artandmarycrowley@comcast.net
mailto:winnie05763@gmail.com
mailto:mugsfranklin@yahoo.com
mailto:eepgreen@hotmail.com
mailto:mtnruss@gmail.com
mailto:deacondavehoff@gmail.com
mailto:glennhorgan@hotmail.com
mailto:bck4237@hotmail.com
mailto:grkelly40@hotmail.com
mailto:mjperk@earthlink.net
mailto:happyvtmtn@aol.com
mailto:endswett@comcast.net
mailto:–haweavermd@yahoo.com
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Congregational Engagement Team Survey 
 
The Congregational Engagement Team invites all who did not 

meet with them either in a small group or in a private interview 
or who did not submit written responses to our questions to 
anonymously complete this survey.  Write out or type your responses 

and give them to Kit.  Your name will not be attached to your responses.  
Please respond by December 20th.  This survey will be mailed to those 
people who are not on Kit’s list as having given a response.   
 

Thank you for helping us make sure all persons connected to Grace have an opportunity to share 
their thoughts.  
 

Question #1 - Share a story that is an example of what you value most about Grace Church that 

you never want to be changed. 
 

Question #2 - There are many articles about what faith communities want in their pastor. Here is a 

list of ten qualities faith communities want in their pastor. Review the list. What would you add? 
Why? What would be your top 3 and why? 
 

Ten Qualities typically expected of pastors in communities of faith 
From ministryadvice.com 2017 by Jayson D. Bradley 

 

 Scriptural understanding– To communicate the biblical wisdom in a way that makes sense in the 
lives of the faithful. 

 

 An ability to listen- Sometimes people approach clergy because they’re looking for a safe place to 
share their struggles and failures. Learning how to draw out a person’s story and discern when 

(and if) advice is needed or appropriate is invaluable. 
 

 Competence– A pastor should be able to carry out ministry-related tasks. They don’t have to be 

perfect, but they are expected to be actively growing in their abilities. 
 

 Teaching ability- A pastor isn’t expected to be a world-renowned expositor; they’re simply 

expected to communicate biblical truths in a way that people can understand and benefit from. 
 

 Good character- They should be an example of openness and integrity. 
 

 Vision- A good minister can focus congregational energy toward a common objective, even at the 

expense of other equally worthy potential goals.  A pastor should be able to tell you what a 
church’s goals are, and the steps required to get there—and this vision casting should happen 

regularly. 
 

An ability to build a team- Communities of faith want leaders who equip, delegate, and empower 

them to be leaders, too. So, a good pastor isn’t a loner isolated from their flock, but rather 
leads and ministers from the middle of the pack. 



Page 11 -  The Star  

Disciple-building focus– Individual and congregational growth because lives are being touched by 

the gospel and the mission of the church. 
 

 Self-awareness- No minister is without weakness, and a good one knows this.  Churches don’t 

expect their clergy to be perfect, but they do want them to be aware of and able to compensate 
for their weaknesses. If they can’t do something well, they should delegate it to someone who 
can. If they’re particularly vulnerable to a specific temptation, they should know how to avoid 
them. 

 

 Drive- People want a sense that their pastor has a calling, and the pastor is driven by their desire 
to serve God. A congregation wants to look back on a series of goals that were set and met. 

They want a minister who is energizing the church to move forward. 
 

Question #3 (this question was asked after the proposed models for pastoral support were 
published in the September STAR) 

What do you think? Should we call (2) part-time pastors or (1) full-time pastor and (1) part-time 

pastor? Pastor Alberta has recommended these proposed models for Grace Church to consider 
when we have our congregational vote to direct the Search and Call Committee’s work.  
 

Model A:  2- 30 hr week Pastors:  Preacher/Teacher/ Executive Tasker.  An ordained 
person at $60,000.  Pastoral Care Pastor – a licensed person at $60,000.  

 

Model B:  1- 40hr week and 1-20hr week:  Preacher /Teacher/Executive Tasker(40 hr 
week/ordained- $90,000)  and Licensed Pastoral Care Pastor (20 hr week-$20,000)  

Suggested salary and compensation packet is to start at $120,000 

(Compensation packet includes salary and benefits. After submitting this proposed plan to the Vermont 
clergy at their retreat in October it was suggested the packet for two (2) pastors should begin at 

$150,000.) 
 

Thank you,  

CET Committee (see p. 9 for list of members) 

Special Council Meeting  

seeking congregational input 

Sunday, December 12 after the 10 a.m. Service 
 
Grace Church Council will hold a special one hour meeting Sunday, 
December 12 in the Sanctuary immediately following the service.  The 

meeting is open to anyone.   Council will discuss what 
configuration of ministers the search committee will be looking 
for.  
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Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry 

Christmas Angel Tree 

 

Keep an eye out...because the Grace Children & Youth Ministry invites you 
to choose a tag off the Angel Tree this holiday season.  We will be 
partnering with the Little Lambs Academy at Grace to list specific items for 

children in need that attend our preschool daycare program.  In addition 
there will be tags for items the school could use to make their work here on our Grace campus 
better, easier, cleaner and fun!  Folks are asked to check out the tree and find a tag that speaks 
to them and go purchase that item.  Wrapped items can be returned under the tree in the 

Sanctuary with the angel tag attached to the top.  Please return items by Sunday December 
19th so that we can make deliveries in time for Christmas.  Questions:  Email Marci 

Wheeler whelmar@comcast.net 

  

Lunch and Ornament Making Outdoor Event 

Sunday, December 12, noon to 2:00 PM 

 

The Children & Youth Ministry invites you to an Intergenerational Lunch & Ornament Making 
Outdoor Event at the Zmurko Barn with hot soup, mac' n cheese, coffee, hot cocoa and fixings! 

Sunday December 12th from 12 noon—2 p.m. 
Dress for the outdoors & s’mores campfire by the pond.  Crockpot Lunch & ornament making in 
the barn. Indoor restrooms available. 122 Merry Maple Drive in Robinwood Homes across from 

Pico Mountain. 
 
The young and young at heart are welcome to join us for an outdoor, family-friendly social. 
Crafty folks are welcome to help make ornaments to gift with our Angel Tree presents. We will 

have supplies on hand, and hope to adorn each donated gift with a little extra sentiment from 
Grace Church!  Questions: Email Laura Zmurko ljcz4vt@yahoo.com  

Congratulations! 

 

Annie Pigeon Myott  
had her little girl,  

Elizabeth Rose, on  

November 5 at 3:40 a.m,  
5 pounds, 6oz. Lovely!  

She is the beloved 
granddaughter of Mary 

Hissong and Steven Pigeon. 

Save the Date! 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 (time TBD) in the Sanctuary  
 

Ron Pulcer and guest musicians will perform selections from 

Ron’s new music CD, “Uplifting Guitar Hymns”, which was 
recorded at Grace Church between September 2020 and May 
2021.  The album includes 18 hymns, Spirituals and religious 

songs, and features instrumental fingerstyle guitar arrangements 
by Ron. A free-will offering will benefit the Mission and Service 
Committee.  See the January STAR for more information. 

mailto:whelmar@comast.net
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Grace Church in the Wider Community 

Update on the Financial Mission  

of Mission and Service 

 

As we move into the season of Thanksgiving, it seems highly appropriate to 
share with you our thanks for the work we are able to do by virtue of your 

financial support. We also want to let you know how your funds have been utilized this year as we 
continue to cope with the complications of Covid 19 and the ever-growing needs of our community.   
 
As part of our mission, we strive to thoughtfully distribute funds to those in need, locally and globally. 

In the spring, we donated $2500 to HEAL to assist with the completion of the construction of the 

new boys' dormitory in Kenya. We await news of that essential project and will pass it along as soon 
as we get an update from Jennifer Wright. In addition, we funded a year's worth of educational and 

living expenses for John Ndegwa, a young man who lives in the boys' home and attends Jennifer's 
school at Rapha. His story was included in a recent issue of The Star.  We also donated $2000 to 
Bridge to Rutland to assist them with their financial needs as they welcomed a family of three and a 

single man to Rutland, all seeking asylum.  
 

At our October meeting, we made several distributions to local programs, knowing that every penny 
they receive will go to support the myriad and substantial requests as the pandemic lingers and adds 

additional stress to already challenged lives. Our distributions were as follows: The Open Door 
Mission ($2000), The Community Cupboard ($2000), and $1000 to each of the following: New Story, 

Dismas Houses, Rutland's Promise, Rutland Free Clinic and The Comfort Zone (through the Rutland 

United Methodist Church). We have reserved a small amount of our budget to respond to 
emergency requests between now and the end of the year, knowing that the holidays bring extra 
challenges for our community. 
 

We are beyond grateful for your generosity in allowing us to manage the financial gifts your pledges 
and donations afford us and want to keep you informed on an ongoing basis about what is able to 
happen because of you. As we focus on the many things for which we are thankful this year, we will 
put you high at the top of our lists. Thank you for the important things you allow us to do!  
 

Kathy Willis, Chair, Mission and Service Committee 

SCAM ALERT!  
 

A new wrinkle on the scam alert - now Pastor Alberta's TEXT account has also been 
hacked/spoofed.  Unfortunately, many people continue to receive bogus texts or emails that appear to 
be from Alberta Wallace in which she is asking for help or for a gift card for a family in need, or 
for a discreet response.  If you receive one of these, please Do Not Respond! THIS IS NOT TRUE. 



Page 14 -  The Star  

Women's Ministries Christmas Cookie Tray Sale 
Pick Up Pre-Orders on Sunday, December 19 at 11:15 AM 

 

Come pick up your beautiful tray of homemade Christmas cookies that will benefit 

local mission and ministry opportunities!  You may pick up your pre-ordered tray 

after worship on Sunday, Dec. 19. $15 for a large tray (3 dozen cookies); $10 for a small (2 dozen 

cookies). To order, contact Sue Best (dsjbest@comcast.net / 775-5079) . Deadline: Dec. 15. Bakers 

needed! Contact Sue Best if you can help. We will try to have a few trays extra for purchase on the 19th. 

Women at Grace Church 

The Fortnightly presents  

A Christmas Concert with Ryan Mangan 
Thursday, December 16, 2 PM  

 

The annual Christmas Concert will feature local tenor, Ryan 

Mangan, and will take place at 2:00 p.m. on December 16th in 

the Grace Church Sanctuary. Ryan will offer a selection of 

seasonal favorites and lead us in singing Christmas carols. 

All are welcome. Join us in the Parlor afterwards for tea and 

sweets. This is a wonderful musical offering during the Advent 

season.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry—Wednesday, December 8 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor 
Join us to knit or crochet Prayer Shawls. Contact Marty Barclay at 775.1076 for more information. 
 

Women’s Ministries Soup Sale—Sunday, December 12 at 11 a.m. in the Parlor 
Individual containers of soup will be available for sale for a suggested donation of $5.  Come check out 

the selections and help support mission in our community.  Soup makers needed!  If you would be 

willing to make soup, please contact Sue Best (775.5079).  
 

Equal Exchange Sale– Sundays, December 12 and 19 at 11 a.m. in the Parlor 
Come buy your coffee, tea, and chocolate for the holidays. Contact Sarah Pulcer to learn more. 
 

Sunday, December 19—Don’t forget to bring cookies (2/bag), breakfast bars, or juice boxes for 
the Methodist Church breakfast ministry on the third Sunday of each month.  
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With Gratitude from Jennifer Musick Wright of HEAL 
 

The doors to the first class of students at Rapha Secondary School opened nine years ago. 

I remember those students. I remember the temporary structure where they learned and the 

makeshift science lab they used. Many of the teachers were just out of school themselves and the 
administrators learned quickly that operating a school in Kenya would not be a simple venture. Rapha 
Community Center was still young. The infrastructure consisted of temporary and incomplete 

buildings. Access to clean water was still just a dream.  
 

As we thought about the future of our own children, we also thought about all those children without 

options. There was an opportunity in this situation to positively impact the community 
beyond our own gates and I am so grateful we rose to the challenge. Since we opened our 
doors, 195 students have completed their secondary school education at Rapha. 
 

For many of these students, reaching this milestone was almost unimaginable. They are orphans, 

abused and vulnerable children who at young ages were forced to learn the act of survival 
before they learned the ABC’s. They had every reason to give-up, to accept a future riddled with 
struggle and poverty, but learning at Rapha Secondary School gave these students the opportunity to 

change the course of their lives.  
 

Many have gone on to college, others have continued their education at technical schools. They are 
working, raising families and impacting their communities positively. They are creating a ripple 

effect of change that is vital to the future of our entire global community. community 
 

Your generous donation this year will allow us to staff our school with experienced teachers and 
purchase books, supplies and resources that enhance the educational experience we offer. Your 

donation will make it possible to welcome all students to our school regardless of their 
ability to pay school fees. Your donation will ensure that every student at Rapha Secondary School 

will receive the quality education they deserve.  

 
Please give as generously as you are able and know that your gift is an important current in the ripple 

effect of change taking place in the lives of every child at Rapha. Online donations may be made at  
www.healraisingourworld.org or by sending checks to PO Box 452, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 
 

Upcoming HEAL Event 
 

Please join us for the 6th Annual How to Draw a Lion 

online art auction featuring 20 original paintings created 

by the children at Rapha Community Center. Bidding 
opens November 29th at 8:00 a.m. and closes on 
December 4th at 8:00 p.m. just in time for holiday 

gift giving! 100% of the proceeds will benefit the 
children at Rapha. Find more information at 
www.healraisingourworld.org 

http://www.healraisingourworld.org
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Grace Church Memorials 

The Sanctuary and  

Chapel Flower Memorials  
 
 

December 5 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Hilda Stanworth by grandson Alastair Stout, Krista Johnston,  

family, and friends. 
  

December 12 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Barbara W. Keirstead by her family. 
 

December 19 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

William Walbridge White and Norma White Delfosse by 

their family. 
 

December 26 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Lucile K. Curtis by her family. 
 

(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial,  
please contact David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com). 

 

The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 

December 5 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Penny Murray by her sister, Jeannie Stimpfel.  
 

December 12 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Michael Stimpfel by his wife, Jeannie. 
 

December 19 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Ted Mandeville by his wife Pat. 
 

December 26 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Sally and Charles Ovian by their family. 
 

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in  

celebration or in memory of a loved one, please contact the Church 

Office (775.4301).  The cost for this is $20.  

  

Holiday Season Church Office Hours: 

Open Monday and Tuesday, December 20 and 21 

& December 27 and 28 

Closed December 22-24 and December 29-31 

REMINDERS 
 

The deadline for the January 2022 Star is December 14. 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
mailto:graceucc@gracechurchvt.org

