
 

 

Sunday,  November 28, 2021 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                             Pastor Alberta 
First Sunday of Advent 

The INN/Housing the Holy:  Making Room – Hope 

Scripture: Jeremiah 33: 14-16 and Psalm 25: 4-5 

 

Here we are, again. We have reached the end of the Christian 

calendar year; the end of the liturgical year and we are preparing- 

again.  I thank God for the opportunities for preparation to receive 

good news.  

 

The prophet Jeremiah comes to the people in exile and recounts the 

promises made to “the house of Israel and the house of Judah,” that 

God would provide the people a safe, just, and peaceful future 

under a justly appointed and righteous ruler. The prophet Jeremiah 

is providing the people comfort and hope. The prophet comes to re-

introduce to those in the midst of great suffering and on the edge of 

despair a God who promises protection and restoration.  



 

 

In Advent we are waiting, anticipating, trusting in the promised 

future. Usually, it is at these times in our lives we are the most 

creative and imaginative. Usually this is when we lean into God’s 

promised alternative future.  

 

You remember Bible study by conference call; the Zoom children 

and youth gatherings to make Christmas cards; and how can we 

forget the Messiah digitally. And, oh, I never thought I would be 

saying this:  Zoom gatherings for memorial services/celebration of 

life events.  We showed a commitment to being partners with God in 

the coming / the advent of a new reality. We showed a commitment 

to make room for what was needed to be in community and to be a 

community of faithful followers of Jesus empowered by the Holy 

Spirit demonstrating God’s protection and restoration.  

 

I hear you saying, we don’t want to go back to that; we hope and 

pray those days are behind us. I understand and I am right there with 

you, but the prophet’s message to the house of Israel and the house 

of Judah is also our message for now; because we are still waiting 

for all people to be safe and for all people to have justice and to 

know what it looks like to have a justly appointed honorable, ethical, 

upright, trustworthy, irreproachable ruler—all the synonyms for 

righteousness.  We today are preparing to receive the good news.  

 

So, what is holy?  We can understand housing means shelter, a place 

of refuge from the elements. We understand an inn-I-N-N- provides 

temporary lodging and sometimes meals. But how can you house the 

holy without recognizing what is holy and/or who is holy?  What are 

we being tasked to do during this Advent Season? 

 

This is where I need you to go to the images in your mind’s eye. 

Look. Do you see that person who is incarcerated; who is in jail, 

prisoners shackled and in handcuffs?  

 

Look. Do you see that person struggling, living with addictions to 

alcohol, legal and illegal drugs?  

 

Look. Can you see the sex worker? Male and female prostitutes?  



 

 

Look. Can you see that person sleeping on that slab of concrete; 

sleeping on the grate to get warm? Can you see that person who 

has no shelter?  

 

Look, again. Do you see a family smiling? Look again. Can you 

see the beautiful images of the earth?  

 

 “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; 

everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 

Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.”  

 

This is the new lens in which to determine who is holy. If the 

answer is yes to the question: “Do you love?”  Then, remember, 

there is no favoritism with God.   

 

So, from what elements are we to provide a place of refuge to 

the addict; to the sex worker; to the homeless; to the family; to 

the earth?  What are the needs of the incarcerated; the addict; the 

sex worker; the family; the earth?  

 

This is our task during this advent season:  

Make your ways known to me, Lord; 

teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth—teach it to me— 

because you are the God who saves me. 

I put my hope in you all day long. 

 

I thank God for the opportunities for preparation to receive the 

Good News.  

 

Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

Intentional Interim 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace—Alberta@gracechurchvt.org 

Alastair Stout, Minister of Music – alastair@gracechurchvt.org 

Diane Chartrand, Assistant Minister of Music - dchar99@yahoo.com 
Kit Wallace, Church Administrator – kit@gracechurchvt.org 

Beth Wolven, Financial Secretary – beth@gracechurchvt.org 
David J. Dean, Minister Emeritus; Alan D. Walker, Minister of Music 

Emeritus 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: 802.775.4301 www.gracechurchvt.org Fax: 802.747.3288 

Grace Congregational UCC ∙ 8 Court Street ∙ Rutland ∙ 05701 

         Follow us on  @GraceChurchVT   

Scriptures 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In 

those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 

up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is 

our righteousness.” 

 

Psalm 25:4-5 
 

Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

    teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long.  


