
  

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday, November 22, 2020 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

   Sermon                 Pastor Alberta 

Reigning Compassion 
Scriptures - Ezekiel 34:11-16; 20-24; Matthew 25:31-46  

 

 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, 

praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

fill us with the light of day. 

 

It’s the Sunday before Thanksgiving; the Sunday before Advent; 

the last Sunday of the church year.  It is the Sunday named as the 

Sunday to celebrate Jesus as King; Christ the King Sunday; Christ 

ss Sovereign; Christ as Shepherd; Christ as Healer; Christ as 

Peace Giver;  Christ, as the one whose teachings and ways are the 

authority we depend upon to live our lives, to interact with others 

and to build our future. 
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Anglican churches today will hear the collect from the Book of 

Common Prayer: 

 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful 

people; that they, abundantly bringing forth the fruit of good 

works, may of thee be abundantly rewarded; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

“Stir up Sunday,” traces back to Victorian times.  This prayer is 

heard five weeks before Christmas—the amount of time it took 

during the Victorian era for the Christmas pudding to mature, to 

be ready for the family gathering on Christmas Day.  I hear it as a 

reminder of the journey of Advent, the time to prepare us again to 

mature to receive the Christ child.   

 

“Hymn of Joy.”  “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” may have been 

one of our congregational hymns on this Sunday, if we were not 

in a pandemic.  We would have sung the poem written by Henry 

Van Dyke in 1907 to the music set to Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy.”  

“Ode to Joy,” the poem written in 1785 by Fredrick von Schiller, 

poet, playwright, and philosopher, became a musical celebration 

of universal togetherness. Beethoven's famous choral finale was 

the first example of a major composer using voices in a 

symphony, thus making it a landmark in the history of Western 

music. 

 

We would have sung pleading to God to “Melt the clouds of sin 

and sadness; to drive away the gloom of doubt and to fill us with 

the light of day.”   In verse three we would have heard:   

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 

Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 

Ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, 

All who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 

Lift us to the joy divine. 
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The story about the anthropologist studying the habits and culture 

of a remote African tribe and the experiment done with some of 

the children is going around Facebook this week.  I found that 

story written by James Clear, author of the New York Times 

bestseller, Atomic Habits.  Clear looks for answers to the 

question, “How can we live better?”   The story about the 

anthropologist experiment, you have probably heard before and if 

not, it may sound familiar.  Listen to the story: 

 

There was an anthropologist who had been studying the 

habits and culture of a remote African tribe.  He had been 

working in the village for quite some time and the day 

before he was to return home, he put together a gift basket 

filled with delicious fruits from around the region and 

wrapped it in a ribbon. He placed the basket under a tree 

and then he gathered up the children in the village. 

 

The man drew a line in the dirt, looked at the children, and 

said, “When I tell you to start, run to the tree and whoever 

gets there first will win the basket of the fruit.” 

 

When he told them to run, they all took each other’s hands 

and ran together to the tree. Then they sat together around 

the basket and enjoyed their treat as a group. 

 

The anthropologist was shocked. He asked why they would 

all go together when one of them could have won all the 

fruits for themselves? 

 

A young girl looked up at him and said, “How can one of us 

be happy if all the other ones are sad?” 

 

Lessons from a child on living just, being compassionate, and the 

importance of the community to care for one another, to be 

shepherds to the community for the common good.  

 

 Ezekiel’s message is not just to those called to the office of 

pastor, but to the entire community of faith.  The shepherd 

imagery used in the Ezekiel passage is about love and compassion  
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for one another and the other, even to the point of self-sacrifice.  

The children in the remote African tribe had no ethic of greed or 

individualization.  The children had been taught the value of 

community.  

  

Desmond Tutu, the well-known South African activist, has helped 

us understand the African principle of ubuntu  (pronounced oo-

boon-tu), which means, “I am because we are:  a person is a 

person through other persons.”  Tutu explains:  Our own 

humanity is caught up, bound up, cannot not be disentangled, or 

separated from others. When we dehumanize another, we 

dehumanize ourselves.   

 

The hearers of the gospel message ask the judge: when did we see 

you hungry, thirsty, alone, incarcerated, sick?  Even the hearer, 

who was a doer, asked: When did we see you?  And the hearer 

who was a passer-by’er asked:  When did we see you? 

 

Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners magazine, is passing the torch 

after 50 years of working to inspire hope by articulating the 

biblical call to social justice and working toward a vision of the 

“beloved community.”  For 50 years this publication strived to 

move persons of faith into action as a means of living out their 

faith.  For 50 years they strived to remind Christians that 

Christianity is not a dogma but actions; transformational 

encounters to help us see ourselves as fat sheep, lean sheep, goats, 

rams, and any other livestock; for all livestock, people, and 

creation need shelter, food, protection, and proper nourishment to 

flourish and serve the community as they have been created.  

 

This Sunday is a transitional Sunday—we will be leaving the last 

Church year behind and starting another. Beginning again to learn 

to see; to learn to be kind and giving; to learn to take hold of one 

another’s hands as we move towards becoming the image of God.  

Yes, we are created in God’s image, but the process of becoming 

takes time - just like making a Christmas pudding. 
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Stir up our wills dear God, so we can move along in truly becoming 

your image.  Let us see where compassion is needed.  Inspire in us to 

teach one another how to love each other.  Show us the hand that is 

waiting to be held in the race to nourishment, show us the hand that is 

waiting to be held in the race to safety, to justice, to equality, and 

equity.  

   

Shalom, 

 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 

 
Ezekiel 34:11-16; 20-24 

 

God the True Shepherd 

For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, 

and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when 

they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. 

I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them 

out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 

bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 

mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited 

parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 

mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall 

lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture 

on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my 

sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will 

seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up 

the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 

strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

 

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed 

with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with 

your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my 

flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 

shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, 

the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 25:31-46  

The Judgment of the Nations 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations 

will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he 

will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then 

the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw 

you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you?”  

 

And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it 

to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that 

are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the 

devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 

and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they 

also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take 

care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as 

you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life.’ 



8 

 

Alberta Wallace, Intentional Interim Pastor – Alberta@gracechurchvt.org 

Alastair Stout, Minister of Music – alastair@gracechurchvt.org 

Diane Chartrand, Assistant Minister of Music - dchar99@yahoo.com 

Kit Wallace, Church Administrator – kit@gracechurchvt.org 

Beth Wolven, Financial Secretary – beth@gracechurchvt.org 

Ken Willis, Sexton - ken@gracechurchvt.org 

David J. Dean, Minister Emeritus;  

Alan D. Walker, Minister of Music Emeritus 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Phone: 802.775.4301 www.gracechurchvt.org Fax: 802.747.3288 

Grace Congregational UCC ∙ 8 Court Street ∙ Rutland ∙ 05701 

Follow us on Twitter @GraceChurchVT 
 


