
 Our Faith Our Vote   

October 11, 2020 – Civil Political Discourse 

Opening Prayer: (Including Fellowship of Reconciliation Prayer for 

Peace) 

Take me from Death to Life, from Falsehood to Truth, 

Take me from Despair to Hope, from Fear to Trust, 

Take me from Hate to Love, from War to Peace, 

Allow Peace to fill our hearts, our world, our universe,  

Peace, Peace, Peace. 

 

Guide us as we study and share together to discern your presence among us in 

the form of our friends and let us hear your voice in all of us.   Amen  

 Share HW responses – What did you discover that you hadn’t known before? Have 

you voted yet? (share Bonnie’s email – permission granted) 

 

 Values-Based Conversations: “You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are 
condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.” 
Romans 2:1 

Too often we can find ourselves jumping into partisan debates over solutions without 
first acknowledging the values we hold individually, and the values we share with 
others.  This division is fueled by national and public conversations, by the nature of 
social media, and by our own personal flaws to “be right” in debates.  Our 
disagreements on solutions do not mean we are enemies in pursuit of different goals.   

We should always begin from a place of values.  Values-driven conversation helps us 
see that we share more in common than the surface of differing political opinion may 
reveal.  By recognizing shared values, we can often diffuse initial tensions in 
relationships knowing that we are pursuing the same goals – we just may disagree on 
how to get there. 

In addition, values-based conversations help us hold sacred the creative space for 
disagreement.  Our faith informs our values, and by keeping the creative sacred space 
for tough conversations filled with our faith, we can see God in the “other” and allow the 
other to see God in us.  

For elected officials, civil discourse is the bedrock of bipartisan debate, helping them to 
work, often slowly and with great difficulty, toward the best option possible.  No matter 
the person, exposure to ideas, perspectives and motivations different from our own can 
help us to modify and improve our own understanding of the world and each other. 
Diligence even in passive participation in civil discourse, taking time to read/watch 
opinion writers and news sources different from what we typically digest, can help us 
become more familiar with opposing ideas and learn more about our own. (excerpts from: 

Sojourners Civil Discourse resources) 



 Responses to what you just read: (write them, and then we’ll talk about them) 
 
 

 List some issues that are currently difficult for you personally to discuss with 
someone who either agrees or disagrees with you. (acknowledging political 
campaign season overload and burn-out) What makes you uncomfortable with these 
issues?  What could make discussing them more comfortable? 

 

 

 Rabbi Steve Gutow, speaking at the Episcopal Church’s event Civil Discourse in 
America, remarked that, “civility is simply demonstrating respect for the dignity of our 
fellow humans – even those humans with whom we have sharp disagreement.  
Civility is allowing others to speak and having the humility to admit that we may have 
something to learn.  Civility favors truth over cheap gain, and patience over knee-
jerk judgment.” 
 

 Does this quote give you a new way to think about discussing those difficult issues? 

Parting thoughts: 

 Share something you’ve learned from someone else during the course. 
 

 Share something you’re still thinking about. 
 

 Share something you want to talk more about in our final session next week. 
 

HW – Choose some form of civil discourse to practice this week (passive or active) and 
let us know next week how it worked for you. 
 

Closing Prayer: 
Lord, Make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is discord, union; Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 

 


