
 Our Faith Our Vote   

September 20, 2020 – Introduction 

Handouts – Opening prayer, Religious Worship is 

Political, letter from Traci Blackmon, Reclaiming Jesus, 

closing prayer. 

Opening Prayer: (Including excerpts from the Prayer for the Human Family, Book of Common Prayer) 

Oh God, You made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your 

Son:  Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance 

and hatred which infect our heats; break down the walls that separate us; unite 

us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish 

your purposes on earth, that all nations and races may serve you in harmony. 

Guide us as we study and share together to discern your presence among us in 

the form of our friends and let us hear your voice in all of us.   Amen  

I. Review of Civil Discourse guidelines: 

1. Listen carefully before responding and paraphrase what has been said before 

adding your own thoughts. 

2. Speak from your own experience. (not just what you’ve heard or read) 

3. Respect confidentiality. 

4. Honor your own discomfort at things that are being said so that expressions of 

“isms” don’t go unaddressed. 

5. Pay attention to your own responses of defensiveness (inner or expressed) and 

be open to explore what lies beneath. 

6. Allow God’s spirit to bring about change in us ALL! 

 

II. How does our faith inform what we do in our lives? 

 

III. “Religious Worship is Political” – Read in class 

 

IV. How does our faith inform our politics and political action (unpack those words)? 

 

HW:  Letter by Traci Blackmon; Reclaiming Jesus:  A confession of Faith in a Time of 

Crisis (2018) – read and write a short response in the form of your own belief and 

rejection OR a poem OR a reflective paragraph. OR use visual art. 

 

Closing Prayer – A prayer attributed to St. Francis 

 


