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Giving Ourselves 
Scriptures - 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 

 

“Sh’ma, Yish-ra’el! ADONAI Elohei-nu, ADONAI eck-had [Hear, 

Israel!ADONAI our God, ADONAI is one]; and you are to love 

ADONAI your God with all your heart, all your being and all your 

resources. These words, which I, the LORD am ordering you today, 

are to be on your heart; and you are to teach them carefully to your 

children. You are to talk about them when you sit at home, when you 

are traveling on the road, when you lie down and when you get 

up. Tie them on your hand as a sign, put them at the front of a 

headband around your forehead, and write them on the doorframes 

of your house and on your gates.” 
 

We begin with being reminded of the Hebrew blessing given to us, in 

Deuteronomy 6: 4-8 instructing us how to love God.   
 

Coram Deo (core-um day-oh) is a Latin phrase meaning "in the 

presence of God.” As followers of Christ we live our lives Coram 

Deo: in the presence of God; giving all our talents, skills and 

resources; having devotion to God in all our thoughts and actions. We 

remember that all of our lives are lived before the face of God, in the 

presence of God, under the ultimate authority of God, and to the 

glory of God alone. 
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Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, 

or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and on God’s law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

which yield their fruit in its season, 

and their leaves do not wither. 

In all that they do, they prosper. 

 

Psalm 1 is one of the psalms paired to the lectionary scriptures 

today. The Shema blesses us with instructions how to live as 

people of God. Our Jewish sisters and brothers hear this as how to 

understand the fundamental precepts of the Ten Commandments.  

We Protestant believers of God hear this as followers following 

the ways of Jesus, for Jesus upheld all the Jewish laws and taught 

us how to live them as people of the new covenant. 

 

Psalm 1 instructs us how to walk as blessed people of God—

people made in the image of God.  The word “blessed” and 

“happy” are so overused today; and the imagery that one may 

conjure in their minds is something without struggle; without 

pain; without sacrifice; without contention; without conflict; 

without loss; without grief; without death; without tear; without 

worry.  Well, if to be blessed means I will never experience 

discomfort, then I guess God designed us to reach for that which 

is unattainable.  

 

But Psalm 90 says: 
 Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

     or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

     from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

From everlasting to everlasting, God will provide a place to hide, 

a place of help and a place of refuge.   

 

The psalmists are real people responding to the events in the 

world during their time.  These same laments remind us today of 
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the promise of blessedness and God’s promise to be with us from 

generation to generation.  And to Coram Deo. 

 

I was remembering one of my mentors as I studied and reflected 

on today’s texts.  I do not have permission to tell her story, but 

she has already told her story thus far and has published it.  So, I 

felt I could share her story today from my lens: the student, the 

observer, the mentee as my example of Coram Deo.   

 

Dr. Molly Marshall was president of the seminary I attended for 

my Master of Divinity Studies as well as my Doctor of Ministry 

Studies.  During my Masters of Divinity Studies the school had to 

make the hard decision to eliminate professors in an effort to 

move the school towards financial sustainability and focus on its 

core mission:  “preparing leaders for seeking God, shaping church 

and serving humanity and all creation.” 

 
One of the professors to be eliminated was the only African 

American, Black female professor.  Dr. Molly had an open forum 

with the African American, Black students and stood before us 

and said, “I am a recovering racist.”  That is when I looked 

intently at the white woman standing before us.  The only female 

president of a Baptist seminary.   

 

Dr. Molly was the female fired after 11 years as professor of 

theology at Southern Seminary because of her belief that 

Christianity is not the only road to salvation.  Now she stands 

before a group of people of color and admits she is a recovering 

racist after she has eliminated the position of the only African 

American, Black female professor at the seminary.  

 

She stood before us and talked about her family background:  

growing up in conservative Northeast Oklahoma and being raised 

in a conservative Southern Baptist Church where white and male 

was always the criteria for any leadership role or teaching in the 

church and the community.  The term “white privilege” had not 

surfaced in 2004, yet Dr. Molly provided us a graphic explanation 

of white privilege:  it was not what she had done, but how she had 
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been taught - the foundational teachings that people of color were 

subservient.  This was not her current thoughts or actions, but she 

understood it had been ingrained in her and anything ingrained as 

formative had to be overcome.  She acknowledged she was 

recovering from racism; a process that is ongoing for white 

people who admit how they were formed/raised comes through in 

their thoughts and possibly actions if they do not acknowledge 

their  privileged state of being. 

 

Throughout my seminary career, both in my masters studies and 

my doctoral studies, this white woman recovering from racism 

always listened and looked to see where the table could be 

wider—to include people of color; to include people from 

differing faith traditions, to include people from differing 

denominational dogmas—and invited people of privilege (those 

with status, those with a platform, those with resources-financial 

and connections) to join her on the road to recovery in building 

the kin-dom of God.  

 

She was translucently transparent. As God revealed Herself to 

Molly, Molly shared the painful process and the revelation that 

always comes from prayer, meditation, and study of all the sacred 

texts, but her foundation was built on the reformed theology - 

salvation is not earned, but a gift from God and our good works is 

our response to that gift.   

 

To live her life in the presence of God, she held nothing back.  

Fired for her theological convictions; married to a doctor who 

was convicted of a crime and who served time; she became that 

woman who visited her man in prison and lived with the label of 

being married to an ex-con. All of herself she shared in her 

teaching, preaching, and writings.  It was the living in the 

presence of God that ended her 16-year tenure at Central 

Theological Seminary a month before her move into retirement. 

 

Grace has experienced disagreeing with how the leaders of the 

church have led.  The leaders of UCC churches are nominated by 

the church body to govern the operations of the church. That 



5 

 

means they strive to make sure everything the church does reflects 

the mission and vision of the church and reflects the core mission of 

being people of God:   love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind; and love your 

neighbor as yourself.    

 

Dr. Molly reported an “ethical lapse” to the Board of Directors at the 

Seminary.  I do not know what that was, and I do not believe it is 

important.  What is important is how she continued to live her life in 

the presence of God.  She was not caught in an act of ungodliness; 

she assessed her own behavior as being a detriment to the mission of 

the school, advised the Board of Directors and requested the issue be 

dealt with quietly-to be shown love as their neighbor and as one who 

labored with them in the call God had placed on their lives: 

“preparing leaders for seeking God, shaping church and serving 

humanity and all creation.”  No! That was not done. 

 

Love is the central theme always.  Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians 

was a gentle letter, sharing the adversity of being locked up in 

Philippi for releasing the slave girl from the bondage of the spirit of 

python, the ability to tell the future; which her owners used for profit. 

This letter is to remind us, as one of the commentators wrote, 

“bearers of God's word and sharing the word requires a willingness 

on our part to be vulnerable; to not only share what we know, but 

how we strive to live what we know and the failings and doubts we 

have encountered along the way.” 

  

Coram Deo, live life in the presence of God; one theologian 

explained: “having a heart attitude of mindful devotion to God that 

leads to a life lived considering God in all your actions.”  

 

Jesus gives us an example of love, again.  Jesus’ love stands firm, 

debates to educate; he is human, so I believe he had fun making them 

uncomfortable.  But even though he made the rulers of his day 

uncomfortable, it was very risky and demanding for him to stay the 

course, never forget his purpose, live life in the presence of God.   

 

Jesus taught love is more than an emotion; it is a way of seeing life.  

Jesus is the Jewish Messiah come to enact redemption for his people 
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Israel-to regain a right relationship with God and all God’s people. 

He was always trying to get the Pharisees and elders to remember 

the Torah must view all God's commands through the lens of the 

weightier matters of the Torah:  justice, mercy, and faithfulness.  

Their tendency was to fall short on obedience to the central values 

of the Torah. 

 

The Kin-dom, the move into the realm of God, is about love, and 

love is about turning everything around.  Jesus was trying to 

teach them and us, Lordship, into Jesus, is not about holding 

power over another, but about love. So, as one of the biblical 

commentators stated, the Messiah is not about traditional power 

structures, or traditional family structures, or traditional cultural 

expectations. The Messiah is about the Great Commandment - 

Love. 

 

Love is giving all of yourself. Love is considering God in all our 

actions. Love is remembering that all of our decisions should ask 

the questions: is this just in the eyes of God; does this show 

God’s mercy; is this decision reflective of God’s faithfulness 

shown to us; are we treating our neighbor as ourselves? 

 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your might. 

And a second is like it: ‘ 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  

 

This is the standard by which we give of ourselves; by which we 

live our lives in the presence of God.  Coram Deo! 

 

Shalom. 

 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 
 

1Thessalonians 2:1-8 (NRSV) 
 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters,  that our coming to you 

was not in vain, but though we had already suffered and been 

shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in 

our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 

opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure 

motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to 

be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not 

to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.  As you 

know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of 

flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 

mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have 

made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle  among 

you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do 

we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only 

the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have 

become very dear to us.  
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 22:34-46 

 

The Greatest Commandment 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 

gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question 

to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 

greatest?” He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This 

is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

The Question about David’s Son 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them 

this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is 

he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How 

is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your 

enemies under your feet”? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one 

was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare 

to ask him any more questions. 

 

 
 


