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Wisdom for the Way 
Scriptures - Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

 

Martin Faraway is director of the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, 

which uses creativity of the spoken word to engage and sustain the 

community.  The Dodge Foundation is in Morristown, New Jersey. 

Martin had these words to say about poetry: 

Poetry evolved to save us from ourselves. It questions our 

understanding of what it means to be human and, in the 

process, deepens our humanity. History teaches us — and the 

daily news reminds us — how easily we forget what it means to 

be human. Probably no other art form is better than poetry at 

getting us directly inside another’s mind, experience, and 

perspective.  The ability to imagine someone else’s inner life is 

where compassion begins.   

 

A Brazilian writer/poet named Alkas wrote this poem titled 

“Mistake”: 

We are the ones who don't realize what is sweet or salt ...  

Those who walk meaningless...  

We are the ones who imagine be the chosen ones ...!  

And among all who live for that,  
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we are the ones who complain of everything, f 

or not knowing anything ...!  
   Copyright © ALKASPOETRY|  

 

The gospel according to Matthew identifies Jesus as Wisdom, 

having the capacity to understand life from God’s perspective; 

and as a Prophet of repentance - called to encourage a turning 

away from one way of life to another and Sage, a teacher of 

wisdom. What is wisdom?   

 

Definitions say:   

the quality of having experience, knowledge, and good 

judgment; the quality of being wise or the body of 

knowledge and principles that develops within a specified 

society or period. 

And my favorite:  

the soundness of an action or decision with regard to the 

application of experience, knowledge, and good judgment. 

 

“We are the ones who don't realize what is sweet or salt ... Those 

who walk meaningless... We are the ones who imagine be the 

chosen ones ...! And among all who live for that, we are the ones 

who complain of everything, for not knowing anything ...!”  

 

Disappointments/questions/doubts/fear of the unknown are 

normal responses to life changes and transitions.  When things/

life is upside down and topsy turvy and we can’t make sense of 

what God is doing; when we just cannot understand the plan; 

when you question and shout why?  Does that make you are a 

person weak in faith?   

 

Faith - Bishop John Shelby Spong says the church has done a 

poor job of providing a definition of faith.  You know that phrase:  

“we make the road by walking?” Well, I walk the road of my life 

and spiritual journey and I keep putting one foot in front of the 

other; and when I look back on where I’ve been and how I 

navigated my journey, I understand faith to be my allegiance to 

God revealed to me in the ministry of Jesus and the writings of 

the prophets and the apostles.    
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Just like you, my life has had its ebbs and flows, but my belief 

that God will show me the way, send me what I need was instilled 

in me as a little girl hearing the songs of the prophets and apostles 

sang in the Black Baptist church; listening to my mother pray 

before she went to bed; and being taught knowledge is the 

pathway to wisdom, but do not neglect listening to the stories of 

the elders.  The stories of our seniors and senior seniors  -those 90 

and over - warn us there will be times when you cannot be 

comforted/ when your heart is so heavy, if you place your hand on 

your chest, you struggle to breathe. Those physical signs of stress 

remind us we are human.  Yet, made in the image of God.  The 

creator of all the world, humans, animals, land, and sea.  The 

Creator that gives us our passions for truth, justice, knowledge, 

righteousness, creative expressions in poetry, songs, music, 

drama, art, photography, and food.  The entity that is felt in the 

wind and sun; seen in the changing of the seasons; heard in the 

cry of a new baby. God, the Creator who created and invites us to 

be a partner in the sustainability and re-creation of all that God 

created.  

 

Wisdom for the way comes in many forms. We all have 

experiences that teach us about ourselves and life. Some have 

passions so great, they have to follow the path, wherever it leads-

walking the road as it unfolds, expecting to understand the 

journey as they step. 

 

As diverse people, we all receive instructions differently and 

accept correction differently.    

 

The prophet Isaiah, who lived probably 700 years before the birth 

of Jesus; did not back down from scolding the king and citizens 

of Judah for their errors and proud, reckless, extravagant, 

wasteful use of resources.  He was a morality nag: He badgered 

the men of Judah for their political misadventures and the women 

for their wicked behavior.  His words were harsh and went so far 

as to challenge the religious order of the day.  His contemporaries 

were the prophets of social justice: Amos, Hosea, and Micah. 
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In chapter 5 of Isaiah (Isaiah 5: 1-7), the prophet needed the 

people to open their ears to hear his voice about how they were 

living their daily lives. He chose to provide them a song.   

 

Music in biblical times, as it is today was a central part of the 

gatherings for festivals, celebrations, worship, and prophecies.  

Instrumental music, vocal music, and accompanied vocal music 

was a unifier; songs were used to transmit the values of the 

Israelites and remind them of what God had done in the past; 

music united the Israelites in their cultural roots. 

 

Today, this song might be introduced by a singer at a gathering 

with the familiar opening: “This song goes out to anyone who has 

had ever had their heart broken.”  The singer would probably say:  

“It was inspired by my friend, who lost what seemed like a true 

love:” 

 

My Beloved has a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He 

plowed it and took out all the rocks and planted his 

vineyard with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower and 

cut a winepress in the rocks. Then he waited for the harvest, 

but the grapes that grew were wild and sour and not at all 

the sweet ones he expected. 

 

After the first verse, the prophet Isaiah probably stopped and 

looked out on the crowd and said: 

 
3 Now, men of Jerusalem and Judah, you have heard the 

case! You be the judges! 4 What more could my friend had 

done?  Why did the vineyard give wild grapes instead of 

sweet?  

 

As the prophet Isaiah continued delivering his song to the people, 

he probably stopped again, and asked—do you blame my dear 

friend for what came next? 
 

5 My friend tore down the fences and let the vineyard go to 

pasture to be trampled by cattle and sheep. 6 he didn’t 
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prune it or hoe it, but let it be overgrown with briars and 

thorns. He even commanded the clouds not to rain on it 

anymore. 

 

After that verse, the people are probably uncomfortable, shifting their 

weight from side to side. Their harvest is plentiful now.  The prophet 

Isaiah spoke from his visions of things to come. He came to warn the 

people about their neglectful behaviors.  The prophet then says: 
 

7 I have given you the story of God’s people. They are the 

vineyard that I spoke about. Israel and Judah are his pleasant 

acreage!  God xpected them to yield a crop of justice but found 

bloodshed instead. God expected righteousness, but the cries of 

deep oppression met God’s ears.[a] 

 

Wisdom for the way are plentiful for us.  Paul reminds us of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus.  

 

Seven hundred years before Jesus the prophet Isaiah was teaching 

about partnership/ stewardship/ covenant relationships. Trying to get 

the people of Judah to understand a covenant relationship brings 

people together and unites them in a loving relationship toward a 

common goal- care, respect, and growth-growth in the spirit of 

knowing who we are as people of God.  Followers of Jesus 

understand covenant is not a contract that focus on who has the right 

to do this and who has the right to do that with the focus solely on 

tasks to be performed, but how we will live life together and 

thrive/flourish, understanding to thrive and flourish  requires pruning 

according to the season.  

 

Jesus used vineyards and landowners in his parables-a 

communication tool to get people to stop and look at themselves and 

question, is this the best plan to be in relationship and to build those 

relationships; do all people have equal access to all the resources 

available?  Are we, the followers of Jesus being an example of unity 

in our diversity; are we yielding a crop of justice and leading in 

righteousness?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+5%3A1-7&version=TLB#fen-TLB-15364a
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 It’s World Communion Sunday.  Where we acknowledge our 

oneness in God in our many different traditions.  It’s the time we 

gather at the table mandated to us by Jesus to remember we are all 

God’s people, provided wisdom for the way from the prophets, 

apostles, the ministry of Jesus; music, the arts and in the partaking 

of the sweet grapes and fresh bread.  We remember how we 

expand our hearts wide for the immigrant seeking asylum in 

America-justice and righteousness; we remember how we stretch 

out our hands to raise our world one child at a time: health, 

education, ample nutrition and love (HEAL); we remember to 

stand and protest with those oppressed because we are people of 

hope who pursue hope to give to others by using our voices to 

speak out against economic, gender and racial oppression by 

voting for persons who strive for the equality and equity of the 

commonwealth.   

 

There is no shortage of wisdom.  She is everywhere.  She waits for 

us to invite her in to share in the harvest. 

 

Shalom 

Pastor Alberta 
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Scriptures 

 

Philippians 3:4b-14 (NRSV) 

 

even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 

 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 

law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. 

 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 

of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 

order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  I 

want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 

of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I 

may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 

Pressing toward the Goal 

 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 

goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 

made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 

own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 

the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 21:33-46 (NRSV) 

 

The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

 

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 

country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and 

beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 

slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 

son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 

‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So 

they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 

him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 

to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to 

a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 

give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 

kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 

and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 

realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest 

him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 

prophet. 


