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The Glow 
Scriptures - Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

 
I was reading the On Being Project, a podcast that includes Krista Tippett. 

Poetry Unbound, is one of the segments of the podcast.  Krista Tippett 

described the poetry as a reminder of “the struggle, strangeness, and 

possibilities of being alive in this time.” That phrase made me look up from 

my reading; I was sitting in the rocking chair in front of the window looking 

out on a new day beginning - rocking.  Listen again to the phrase: 

 

  “...the struggle, strangeness, and possibilities of being alive in this time” 

 

I was glad to hear our first gathering of “Our Faith, Our Vote, Our Voice” 

reflected a diversity of understandings and a unity of heart:  how to follow 

Christ as our civic duty.  “The struggle, the strangeness, and the 

possibilities of being alive in this time.”  Please join the Spiritual Growth 

Committee following worship for another open-air discussion 

demonstrating how to have civil discussions in uncivil times. 

 

The gospel according to Matthew identifies Jesus as Wisdom, having the 

capacity to understand life from God’s perspective; and as a prophet of 

repentance - called to encourage a turning away from one way of life to 

another and Sage. Matthew’s Jesus teaches discipleship is a matter of 
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affective engagement; there should be an emotional reaction/ an 

emotional response if you are a follower of Christ. 

 

Let’s place this text within the bigger story.  Jesus is in the Jerusalem 

temple. The day before, Jesus rode into the city on a borrowed donkey 

(or stolen depending upon how you look at how it was acquired). Large 

crowds of people laid down their cloaks on the road and branches as he 

rode into the city on the donkey and the people shouted:  

 Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

 

Before this text, Jesus had already drawn attention to himself, the  

Sage was center stage; on stage at the center of Jewish life, in the 

temple.  He enters and sees the tables of money changers, livestock, 

merchants selling to those who had money, making a profit from those 

who had little. The Sage gets into “good trouble:” making a whip of 

cords and driving out the livestock, turning over the tables, coins flying 

everywhere.  Shouting, “My father’s house shall be a house of prayer!”  

 

This had to be a sight to see for everyone. I can imagine the blind heard 

the noise and said, “What’s going on?”; the lame saw the commotion 

and probably said “What is he doing?”; and the children probably ran 

all over laughing and picking up the change that had hit the ground. 

This all happened the day before this text.  We are familiar with this 

scene; it is the beginning of Holy Week.  

 

Before arriving back at the temple, right before this text, Jesus curses a 

fig tree for not having any fruit. Fig trees should never be barren, 

providing food source to humans and animals year-round. 

 

Amit Ray, an Indian author, philosopher, scientist, and teacher of peace 

and compassion, writes:   

 

Your greatest awakening comes, when you are aware about your 

infinite nature. 

  

Jesus’ encounter with the most powerful leaders in Jerusalem, who 

ruled at Rome’s pleasure—the Chief Priest, administrators of the 

temple’s liturgy, buildings, and finances; and Elders of the People, who 

represent the people in the sacral covenant and in the proclamation of 

the law. Both groups, men of means, rich landowners known to 
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manipulate the people by interpreting God and God’s covenant as a fear 

based relationship. 

 

They were doing their job; they were justified in challenging Jesus.  

Jesus disrupted the status quo.  He started a riot: people and animals 

were moving in a disorderly manner; he destroyed the property of the 

moneychangers and they lost their money and property in the riot.  That 

was the day before and still, on this day, he occupied the Temple. They 

were justified in asking - By what authority are you doing this and who 

gave you this authority?  We know this question as - Do you have a 

permit and who signed it?   

 

Jesus takes this opportunity to bargain with them.  You answer my 

question and then I will answer yours.  Jesus was operating in his 

infinite nature: Wisdom; Prophet of repentance, and Sage; and like a 

good Rabbi, he answered a question with a question. 

 

These are men who are supposed to know the law of Moses and to 

know the Spirit of God.  Jesus wanted them to think and question 

themselves: did we miss the move of the Spirit; was the glow of the 

LORD shining through John the Baptist and we were blinded by our 

own fears; our own ego; our own arrogance—how could the Spirit 

reside in someone like John the Baptist?    

 

Their response was a political move—they did not want to lose their 

standing with any faction of the groups that were forming: those 

following Jesus; those listening and watching to see if this possibly 

could be the Messiah, the one sent from God; and those watching the 

Chief Priests and Elders of the People to question their authority.  I am 

quite sure their “I don’t know” response was not as loud as their 

question about Jesus’ authority. 

 

Jesus uses every incident and response to hold up a mirror for people to 

see themselves.  The Chief Priests and the Elders of the People would 

hear Israel’s foundational stories in the parable of the two sons. Cain 

and Abel; Jacob and Esau; Joseph and his brothers; Aaron and Moses; 

David and his brothers; all brothers who struggled with the “strangeness 

and possibilities of being alive in their times;” motifs of envy, betrayal, 

struggle for power, and sometimes reconciliation. They would hear very 

clearly God honors our deeds, rather you do it right away or after a 

change of heart.  In all the seasons of life there is “struggle and 

strangeness and possibilities of being alive in this time.” 
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It’s the possibilities of being alive in this time—our time of uncertainty  

- that are important to hear and to expect.  We just heard songs arranged 

by Alastair during quarantine back in April.  The Spirit of the Lord was 

moving then; the glow was emanating then and now, in September, our 

ears and hearts are being massaged by the glow. An effective 

engagement of discipleship.  

  

We heard from your Search and Call Committee for your settled pastor.  

They are committed to being a part of the foundation for a strong future 

for Grace. This season of the church has struggles and strangeness and 

is full of possibilities of being alive and healthy to partner with your 

next settled pastor as you carry out the mission God has given you. 

 

Paul reminded the community of faith at Philippi to imitate Christ:  do 

nothing out of selfish ambition; respect diversity; be of the mind of 

Christ—not uniformed but united in being aware of your infinite nature; 

expecting the Holy Spirit to keep turning our minds and hearts toward 

God; giving that glow from our hearts that attracts others and disrupts 

the status quo when the commonwealth is not common or accessible to 

all people. 

   

Ruth Bader Ginsburg has said:  

Don’t be distracted by emotions like anger, envy and resentment.  

These just sap energy and waste time. 

 

The gospel of Matthew did give us an example of righteous anger.   

 

John Chrysostom, an early Church Father who served as Archbishop of 

Constantinople wrote:   

He who is not angry whereas there is cause to be, sins. For 

unreasonable patience is the hotbed of vices; it fosters negligence 

and incites not only the wicked but the good to do wrong. 

 

John Lewis said:  

Get in good trouble/ necessary trouble and help redeem the soul 

of America. 

 

A Zimbabwean-born Canadian-based philosopher, Matshona Dhilwayo, 

reminds us:  

Success is like a rainbow; after the storm all its colors glow.   

It’s part of who we are as people of faith 

as followers of Jesus  
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as people going through the struggleusing the strangeness 

to be creative and join with God in the re-creating of the world 

exploring the immense possibilities of being alive in our time:   

we open ourselves to the glow 

expect the Spirit of the Lord to lift us up, turn us around  

so we then lift up others and pass the glow along. 

 

God will continually revitalize us, implanting within us the passion to do 

what pleases God.   

Philippians 2: 13 The Passion Translation 

 

We are the fig trees being always watered by the Word of God.  We always 

have some form of food for others, nature and the world.  

 

Receive the glow! Make others have to wear their sunglasses at night to 

look at you!   

 

Shalom! 

https://www.bible.com/bible/1849/PHP.2.13.TPT
https://www.bible.com/bible/1849/PHP.2.13.TPT
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Commissioning of Deacons 
 

The Office of Deacon in the New Testament church were elected to care 

for the poor, oversee the allocation of money or food given to poor 

people (Acts 6: 1-6), and assist the pastors in other material dues (Phil. 

1:1; 1 Tim 3:8). In later generations, their role expanded. Deacons 

chanted the scripture text during weekly worship, received and 

administered the people’s offerings, directed the people's prayers and 

intercessions, and distributed communion to the gathered faithful and to 

the sick at home. In our congregation, Deacons are called and 

commissioned for the key ministries of membership and evangelism, 

care and compassion, and worship and sacrament. They are 

commissioned to serve this body of Christ, Grace Congregational United 

Church of Christ  

 

Michelle Fountain and Cheryl Smith have been identified by this body 

of Christ as persons called to this specialized ministry.  We now, in 

public commissioning, ask the congregation to affirm their gifts.  

Congregation, please respond to the questions with “We do, relying on 

God’s help.” 

 

Do you affirm these deacons’ gifts of care and service? 

Congregation: We do, relying on God’s help.  

Will you receive, respect ,and respond to their ministry among you? 

Congregation: We will, relying on God’s help.  

Will you uphold and enfold them with your prayer and gratitude?  

Congregation: We will, relying on God’s help.  

 

*The Laying On of Hands  

The laying on of hands is an ancient practice by which, through human 

touch, the Holy Spirit consecrates (“sets apart”) and confirms persons 

called to particular ministries in a community. It is also a sign that these 

deacons stand in a long and living line of servants who have been called 

from within their communities for similar service.  Today, we cannot 

touch, but we can extend our hands towards Michelle and Cheryl asking 

the Holy Spirit to fill them again and again for the service of deacon to 

this community of faith.  Stretch out your hands toward them as I pray: 

 

Commissioning Prayer: Eternal God, by your Spirit confirm the call of 

this community. Increase and enrich the gifts you gave Michelle and 

Cheryl, your servants, for the ministry of deacon. Make them good 

stewards of the grace of Jesus Christ. For the service they render, give  
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them the reward of your love. By their good example, help us all trust your 

love. And together with them on the last day, let us hear you say, “Well 

done, good and faithful servants. Come into my joy!" We pray in the name 

of Jesus, servant of all.  

All: Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

Scriptures 
 

Philippians 2:1-13 (NRSV) 

 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 

complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 

and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 

not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to 

the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly 

exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 

obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at 

work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
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Scriptures (continued) 
 

Matthew 21:23-32 (NRSV) 

 

The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 

came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you 

doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, 

“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 

also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 

come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 

another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you 

not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 

crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do 

not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 

I am doing these things. 

 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 

‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but 

later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 

said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of 

the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 

them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 

the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 

your minds and believe him. 

 


