
 

ADVENT … A Season of  Waiting and Preparation 
 

Advent, beginning four Sundays before Christmas, is the season of waiting and preparing for Christ’s 

coming. We know all too well that it is also the time of year when we decorate and entertain and 

bake and shop - we get ready and the pace of life quickens!  And in the midst of it all, those who 

follow in the way of Jesus, who want to prepare themselves in other ways, have sometimes reached 

into the past to find meaning in this season of the liturgical year.  Advent means “coming” and it is the 

time when we not only remember the birth of Jesus a long time ago, but also welcome his coming 

once again into our world and into our lives.  Let us make this season of Advent a season of watchful 

waiting as we seek to open ourselves once again to the coming of Christ! 
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December 1 - First Sunday in Advent 

Bev Anderson preaching 

 Communion Sunday, Food Shelf Sunday  
 

9:00 AM: Advent Breakfast 

    4:30 PM: Advent Hymn Sing  
  

December 8 - Second Sunday in Advent 

Jane LoBrutto (Dorset Church)  preaching 

Soup Sale Sunday 

11:25 AM: Healing Prayer Service 
 

3:30 and 7:00 PM: Messiah performances 
 

 December 15 - Third Sunday in Advent 

     Michelle Fountain preaching 

       Advent Handbell Service 

          Equal Exchange Sales 
 

 December 22 -  Fourth Sunday in Advent 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Fund offering received 
 

12:30 to 3:00 PM: Church-wide Carol Singing 

4:00 PM:  Service of Light in the Midst of 

Darkness 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services 

Family Service with Pageant     6:00 PM 

Christmas Prelude         10:30 PM 

Candlelight Service         11:00 PM 

Rev. John Sanborn, preaching 
 

 December 29 – Sunday after Christmas 

One Worship Service - 10 AM 

           Christmas Breakfast    9:00 AM 

           One Service              10:00 AM 

 
 



An Advent Prayer 
 

God’s Timing 
 

O God of all seasons and senses, 

     grant us the sense of your timing 

     to submit gracefully and rejoice quietly  

 in the turn of the seasons. 
 

In this season of short days and long nights, 

     of grey and white and cold, 

teach us the lessons of endings; 

     children growing,  

     friends leaving,  

     loved ones dying, 

     grieving over, 

     grudges over, 

     blaming over, 

     excuses over. 
 

O God, grant us a sense of your timing. 

In this season of short days and long nights, 

     of grey and white and cold, 

teach us the lessons of beginnings; 

     that such waitings and endings  

 may be the starting place, 

     a planting of seeds which bring to birth  

 what is ready to be born— 

 something right and just and different, 

 a new song, a deeper relationship,  

  a fuller love— 

 in the fullness of your time. 
 

O God, grant us the sense of your timing. 
 

Written by Ted Loder, in Guerillas of Grace 
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Grace Family Christmas Card 
 

Once again we are approaching the season of 

our beloved Savior's birth. Each time we wish 

each other a Merry Christmas we are sharing 

joy and love. Offer your greetings to your 

church family in the Grace Family Christmas 

Card, which will be included in the December 

22 Sunday bulletin. Names, along with a 

donation in the amount of your choice, must 

reach the Church Office no later than 

December 18.  Look for the sign-up table in 

Fellowship Hall after worship or contact Marty 

Barclay (775.1076).  

 

A Season of Giving ... 

Christmas Cheer 
 

Would you like to 

spread a little Christmas 

cheer this December? 

The Visitation Ministry is sponsoring a greeting 

card opportunity. We will have cards and the 

names of some folks who would love to 

receive a card at this special time of year. 

There will be a table in Fellowship Hall on 

Sundays December 1, 8, and 15 where you can 

pick up a name or two. Please just send them a 

Christmas greeting or give them a call during 

December. Contact Marty Barclay to learn 

more (775.1076). 

Don’t forget! 

Food Shelf Sunday—December 1st! 



Healing Ministry  by Rev. Bob Boutwell 
 

In a recent issue of Healing Line, Judith MacNutt tells about a man who came to her for 

prayer because  he was crippled with arthritis. When he was 3 years old, his father left 

the family and never came back; his childhood was miserable. He recalled taking refuge 

under the dining room table with a tablecloth that reached the floor. In prayer he imagined Jesus 

coming to join him under the table. Then Jesus took the little boy in his arms and loved him, asking if he 

would forgive his father for leaving him. When he was able to do so, Jesus touched him with healing 

and the arthritis left his body. Through healing prayer Jesus can heal your painful memories too. 
 

Grace Church offers the powerful Healing Ministry of Jesus Christ at our Healing Prayer Services on 

the second Sunday of each month in the Chapel at 11:25 a.m. The next service will be on December 8.  

Persons who need prayer are invited to come forward to receive the laying on of hands, healing 

prayers and the anointing with oil by the pastor and church deacons.  At these services we have been 

blessed to receive many miracles of healing in answer to our prayers. Members of the congregation are 

urged to come, to tell about healings, and to offer prayers for those who come to the healing prayer 

service seeking healing. 
 

When you are ill and are given a prescription from a doctor you are expected to take your 

prescription regularly until you are well and the medication is all gone. Healing prayer is similar. You 

should begin healing prayer as soon as your illness is noticed and continue receiving healing prayer until 

the healing is complete. Find a prayer partner to pray with you regularly. Enlist the church prayer group 

to continue praying for you. Ask for prayer from other churches. Engage someone gifted in healing 

ministry to pray for you. Pray that your medications and medical procedures will be effective. Give 

thanks for your physicians and nurses, and pray that they be given wisdom for treating your condition. 

Attend a Healing Prayer Retreat or conference, and come to the Healing Prayer service at Grace 

Church every month. 
 

I am in my office at the church every Wednesday between 9 and 11:30 a.m. for Christian Healing 

Prayers and consultations.  No appointment is necessary. You may contact me by telephone at 

773.3057, by email at revrbtwl@myfairpoint.net, or at bob@gracechurchvt.org.  
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Stewardship 2020 Update—It’s A Wonder-Full Life! 
 

We are now four weeks out from Stewardship Sunday, and we have received 116 

pledges for a total of $234,135! We are almost 2/3rds of the way to last year’s 

number of pledge units, and on track to reach this year’s pledge goal of $316,000. 

Please help us continue the momentum - drop your pledge card in the offering plate, 

mail it, or call/email Beth at 775.4301/beth@gracechurchvt.org. THANK YOU! 
 

Have You Completed Your 2019 Pledge?  Thank You! 
 

If you have any questions, please call Beth Wolven, 802.775.4301 or beth@gracechurchvt.org. 

Thank you also for thinking ahead to 2020 and returning your pledge card to the Church Office. 
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The Christmas Season ... 

Christmas Memorials 
Order your Poinsettias! 

 

The Christmas  holiday season 

is fast approaching.  It is a time 

when we stop to reflect upon 

those who have gone on 

before us, remembering times 

when they were here. Would you like to honor the  

memory of your loved one with a Christmas 

Poinsettia Memorial this holiday season? These 

memorials become part of the beautiful Christmas 

decorations at Grace Church, remaining in the 

Sanctuary until after Christmas, and will then be 

distributed to our homebound members.   
 

Loved ones in whose name the plants are given will 

be listed in the December 22 Sunday bulletin and 

the January issue of The Star. Names, along with a 

donation amount of your choice, must reach the 

Church Office no later than December 16. 

(Suggested donation: $25) 

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Sunday, December 29  
Potluck Breakfast at 9:00 AM 

One Service at 10 AM 
 

On Sunday, December 29 all are invited to gather 

in the Parlor for a potluck breakfast prior to 

worship at 10:00 a.m.  If you can’t be with family, 

come join with your Grace Church family.  If you 

have family visiting, bring them along!   

Women’s Ministries Christmas Lunch 
Tuesday, December 10 – 11:30 a.m. 
The Doll House at the Stafford Center 

 

All women are invited to join us for the Annual 

Christmas Lunch at The Doll House at 11:30 a.m. 

Cost for lunch is $15. In lieu of a gift exchange, 

we will collect donations of food for The 

Community Cupboard.   Watch for a sign-up in 

Fellowship Hall.  All women are welcome to join 

us!   Note:  if you would like to attend but need help 

with transportation, let Kit Wallace know (775.4301/ 

kit@gracechurchvt.org) and we will help!  

 

 

The Christmas Fund—December 22   
 

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's 

promise of new life through the birth of Jesus. It 

is a joy we are called to share widely, through 

our witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to 

distant neighbors.  The Christmas Fund Offering 

of the UCC is an expression of joy and gratitude 

to, and for, those who serve the church.  Gifts to 

the Christmas Fund help provide pension and 

health premium supplements to low-income 

retirees, emergency 

assistance to the families 

of clergy and lay 

employees, and Christmas 

Gift Checks to hundreds 

of annuitants.  
 

Look for the special 

Christmas Fund offering 

envelopes and please give 

generously on Sunday, 

December 22! 
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The Christmas Season ... 

Christmas Eve Services  

 

Join us for our Christmas Eve Family Service at 6 p.m.  as the 

Children’s Choir and Joyful Noise offer upbeat Christmas anthems. 

The choirs will help lead the traditional Christmas story told through 

drama and song! Arrive early to hear a prelude of favorite seasonal 

songs.  

 

Later that evening, at 10:30 p.m., the Sanctuary Choir will offer 

a Musical Prelude and be joined by Nova Wang, violin; the Grace 

TTBB and SSAA choirs; and soloists to offer beautiful and uplifting 

music. The Candlelight Evening Service with Rev. John Sanborn 

begins at 11 p.m., and will include choral music by John Rutter and 

Bob Chilcott. We will all share in the beauty and comfort of lighting 

candles and singing “Silent Night” as the wonder and mystery of 

Christmas unfolds. 

Gifts to the Manger on Christmas Eve 
“We can do no great things, but only small ones with great love.” 

 

It has long been a tradition on Christmas Eve to bring “gifts” to the manger 

at this service.  This year these gifts will once again go to local missions, 

including the Boys and Girls Club, NewStory House, Dismas House, the two 

elementary schools and the high school in Rutland. Simply wrap your gifts in 

white, bring them with love, and place them at the Christ Child’s feet.  Gifts 

of money will be given to The Open Door Mission. Some ideas for gifts 

include sweatpants and shirts, games, books, personal care items (soap, 

toothpaste, shampoo), towels, kid’s backpacks, and art supplies. (Gifts like 

candles are not great.) Thank you for your love of others. 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 12   

is the Star deadline for the January 2020 issue.  
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                             Handel’s Messiah 

    Sunday, December 8 at 3:30 and 7 pM 

  

The Rutland Area Chorus, soloists and orchestra will present Handel’s 

Messiah on December 8 at 3:30 and 7 p.m. All are invited to this wonderful annual celebration of the 

coming of the Messiah! The concert will also feature O Sing Unto the Lord by Renaissance composer, 

Henry Purcell, and the winning work of the Grace Church Composition Competition, O Emmanuel by 

Michael Sitton. Dr Sitton, Dean of the Crane School of Music in Potsdam, NY, describes his work: 
 

‘O Emmanuel is a setting of a text based on the Advent “O Antiphons,” for mixed choir, chamber 

orchestra, and a solo quartet employed to sing an unaccompanied recurring refrain. It is a 

predominantly lyrical setting, with a quiet opening and closing, and encompasses a variety of moods 

and textures reflecting each verse of the text. Instrumental support is primarily provided by string 

ensemble, with additional support and added color from organ and timpani. A pair of oboes are also 

featured. While the text clearly ties to the Advent tradition and to Hebrew and Christian scriptures, 

the content is largely nonsectarian in its thrust and speaks to universal aspirations of hope and longing.’ 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord. 

All-Handbell Service  

December 15 at 10 AM 

 

The Grace Church handbell choir, Tintinnabula, will offer seasonal music 

during the 10 a.m. worship service. The ringers will accompany the 

Sanctuary and TTBB choirs in well-loved Advent and Christmas anthems. 

Bring a friend to worship to hear this quintessential Christmas sound! 

FortnightLy Christmas Concert - December 19 at 2 PM 

 

The Grace Church music department is delighted to present the annual Fortnightly Christmas concert 

on December 19 at 2 p.m. This year, Alastair Stout will accompany local cellist, Marina Smakhtina, in a 

selection of seasonal favorites, including well-loved carols and other sacred and secular works. Free 

admission - all are welcome. See page 11 for more details.   

Advent Hymn Sing, December 1 at 4:30 PM 
 

Please join us for an Advent hymn sing on December 1st at 4:30 p.m. Alastair will play the wonderful 

Grace Church Aeolian Skinner organ, and include an arrangement of Rhapsody in Blue. Invite a friend 

along to sing seasonal hymns and hear great music! 
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A Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, December 22 at 10 AM 

 

Please join all the Grace Church choirs for A Service of Lessons 

and Carols during Sunday morning worship. The story of the promise of the Messiah and the birth of 

Jesus is told in readings from Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with the 

singing of anthems, spirituals, and familiar carols. The service first took place in Truro Cathedral in 

1880 and has since been celebrated in churches and cathedrals throughout the world. It is most 

famously broadcast from King’s College, Cambridge, and heard by millions of people worldwide. 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord. 

Church-wide Carol Singing, December 22, 12:30 – 3 PM 

 

All are invited to join the Youth Group and Music Department for an afternoon of community carol 

singing. The bus will leave at 12:30 p.m. from the West Street parking lot. We will sing at various 

locations and return to the church by 3 p.m. Music will be provided.  Let us know if you know 

someone who would like a visit from the carolers that afternoon. 

Service of Light in the Midst of Darkness  

December 22 at 4 PM 

Some Celebrate - Some Grieve - All Remember  
 

Chances are, someone you loved dearly has died. 

Have you found the need and the confidence to 

speak your beloved’s name with faith and a spirit to 

hope? It may be the first Christmas without family 

members or friends who have recently died. A 

space and time is needed to acknowledge the 

sadness and grief, but also to be reminded you are 

not alone. The Service of Light in the Midst of 

Darkness provides an opportunity to do just that. 

Join us on Sunday, December 22, at 4 p.m. in the 

Grace Church Sanctuary for a time of healing, 

encouragement, hope, and inspiration. 
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 ON-GOING WEEKLY 

EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 

  8:30 Chapel Service 

  9:00 Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 Sanctuary Service 

11:15 A Time of Fellowship 

11:45 Joyful Noise  

         Choir Rehearsal 
 

MONDAY 

  8:00 AA 

  5:30 AA 

  6:45 Tintinnabula 

  7:00 Boy Scouts 
   

     

TUESDAY 

  9:00 Yoga 

12:00 Staff Meeting 

  5:00 Women’s AA 

  6:00 Bereavement Support 

  6:30 Wit’s End 

  7:00 AA 

  7:00 GA 
 

WEDNESDAY 

  7:00 Prayer Group 

  8:00 AA 

11:45 Men’s Luncheon 

12:00 AA 

  4:00 Children’s Choir 

  7:00 Sanctuary Choir 
 

THURSDAY 

12:00 AA 
 

FRIDAY 

 8:00 AA 
 

 
AA- Alcoholics Anonymous    

GA - Gamblers Anonymous 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

12.1   1st Sunday in Advent 

       Communion Sunday 

       Food Shelf Sunday  

  9:00 Advent Workshop and 

          Breakfast 

12:00 Friends of Asylum Seekers 

          Potluck 

  2:00 Messiah rehearsal 

  4:30 Advent Hymn Sing 

12.2 

 

9:30 Women’s Small Group 

 

 

  

5:30 Music Committee 

12.3 

 

9:00 Yoga 

 

 

 

7:00 Compassionate Friends 

 

12.4 

7:00 Prayer Group 

8:30 Property Committee 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

4:00 Children's Choir  

6:00 SSAA Choir 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

12.5 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Diaconate Sub-Committees 

6:45 Diaconate 

 

12.6 

 

 

 

 

 

12.7 

 

 

Messiah orchestra and chorus 

dress rehearsals 

 

 

 

12.8   2nd Sunday in Advent 

          Soup Sale Sunday 

 

11:25 Healing Prayer Service 

  3:30 & 7:00 The Messiah 

12.9 12.10 

 

9:00 Yoga 

 

 

11:30 Women’s Christmas 

          Lunch 

 

12.11 

7:00 Prayer Group 

8:30 Property Committee 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

4:00 Children's Choir  

6:00 TTBB Choir 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

12.12 

 

STAR DEADLINE 

 

 

 

 

 

12.13 12.14 

12.15  3rd Sunday in Advent 

 Advent Handbell Service    

Equal Exchange Sales 

 

 

   

12.16 

 

 

 
 

 

 

12.17 

 

9:00 Yoga 

9:00 Sewing Group 

 

 

4:00 Listening for God Book  

        Discussion 

12.18 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

   

  4:00 Children's Choir  

  6;00 SSAA Chorale 

  7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

12.19 

 

 

 

 

2:00 The Fortnightly Christmas 

        Concert 

 

6:00 Church Council 

 

12.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Grace Preschool 

        Holiday Concert 

12.21 

12.22   4th Sunday in Advent 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 

Women’s Ministries Christmas 

Cookie Tray Sale      

Christmas Fund Offering     

 

12:30 Church-wide caroling 

  4:00  Service of Light in the 

         Midst of Darkness 

  5:30 Welcome Table Dinner 

12.23 

 

12.24 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

 

Christmas Eve 

  6:00 Family Service 

10:30 Christmas Prelude 

11:00 Candlelight Service 

12.25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

12.26 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

 

12.27 

 

 

 

 

 

12.28  

 

12.29   One Service ONLY 

 

  9:00  Christmas potluck breakfast 

10:00  Worship 

12.30 

- 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

12.31  New Year’s Eve 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

1.1  New Year’s Day 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSED 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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9:30 Bible Study 

 

4:00 Children's Choir  
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6:00 Diaconate Sub-Committees 

6:45 Diaconate 
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12.7 

 

 

Messiah orchestra and chorus 
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12.8   2nd Sunday in Advent 

          Soup Sale Sunday 

 

11:25 Healing Prayer Service 

  3:30 & 7:00 The Messiah 

12.9 12.10 
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11:30 Women’s Christmas 
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9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 
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4:00 Children's Choir  

6:00 TTBB Choir 

7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

12.12 

 

STAR DEADLINE 

 

 

 

 

 

12.13 12.14 

12.15  3rd Sunday in Advent 

 Advent Handbell Service    

Equal Exchange Sales 

 

 

   

12.16 

 

 

 
 

 

 

12.17 

 

9:00 Yoga 

9:00 Sewing Group 

 

 

4:00 Listening for God Book  

        Discussion 

12.18 

7:00 Prayer Group 

9:00 Healing Ministry Office Open 

9:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

   

  4:00 Children's Choir  

  6;00 SSAA Chorale 

  7:00 Sanctuary Choir  

12.19 

 

 

 

 

2:00 The Fortnightly Christmas 

        Concert 

 

6:00 Church Council 

 

12.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 Grace Preschool 

        Holiday Concert 

12.21 

12.22   4th Sunday in Advent 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 

Women’s Ministries Christmas 

Cookie Tray Sale      

Christmas Fund Offering     

 

12:30 Church-wide caroling 

  4:00  Service of Light in the 

         Midst of Darkness 

  5:30 Welcome Table Dinner 

12.23 

 

12.24 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

 

Christmas Eve 

  6:00 Family Service 

10:30 Christmas Prelude 

11:00 Candlelight Service 

12.25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

12.26 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

 

12.27 

 

 

 

 

 

12.28  

 

12.29   One Service ONLY 

 

  9:00  Christmas potluck breakfast 

10:00  Worship 

12.30 

- 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

12.31  New Year’s Eve 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSING AT 12 NOON 

1.1  New Year’s Day 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  

CLOSED 
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Youth News 
 

Sunday, Dec. 1—Come at 9 a.m. 

to Fellowship  Hall for the Advent 

Pancake Breakfast and wreath-making.  
 

Sunday, Dec. 8—Enjoy The Messiah (3:30 & 7pm) 
 

Sunday, Dec. 15—5 p.m. Yankee Swap holiday 

party, pasta supper, and Christmas Eve pageant 

discussion with Alastair. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 22—Short pageant rehearsal after 

worship; Christmas Caroling from 12:30—3:00 

p.m., then helping with the Welcome Table 

Dinner starting at 5:00 p.m. Busy day!! 
 

Sunday, Jan. 5  – Join the Church School after 

worship to open the White Gifts and enjoy pizza. 

Then head to the Ashcroft-Billings farm at 4 p.m. 

for an Epiphany tree burning with hot cocoa and 

cookies.  

Church School 

Schedule  
 

Sunday, December 1 —Come at 9 a.m. for the 

Advent Pancake Breakfast and wreath-making. 

Then continue work on your wreath during the 

Whole Church School program.  
 

Sunday, December 8—Whole Church School 

programs 
 

Sunday, December 22—Sanctuary Sunday; 

Lessons & Carols 
 

Sunday, December 29—One worship service at 

10 a.m. Sanctuary Sunday 
 

Sunday, Jan. 5  – Stay after worship to open the 

White Gifts and enjoy pizza. Then head to the 

Ashcroft-Billings farm at 4 p.m. for an Epiphany 

tree burning with hot cocoa and cookies.  

Advent Wreath-Making and Pancake Breakfast—December 1 at 9 AM! 
Getting Ready to Celebrate Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany! 

 

All ages—individuals and families—are invited to an Advent Wreath-Making 

Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, December 1 at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Join 

with others to welcome in the Advent season!  
 

Questions: Contact Marci Wheeler (whelmar@comcast.net or 855-1795). 

Grace Church Youth and Family Ministry 

Calling All Children and Youth to Participate in the Christmas Eve Pageant! 
 

We are calling all children and young people interested in participating in the 6 p.m. Christmas Eve 

service as sheep, shepherds, and readers.  Simple costumes will be provided.  A quick rehearsal will 

take place in the Sanctuary after the Sunday morning service on the 22nd.  Please let Holly Getty know 

by December 15th if your child would like to join in the fun so that his/her name is included in the 

bulletin. (hngetty@gmail.com or 345-3486)  
 

Remember to bring white gifts to the manger at the 6 p.m. Christmas Eve service. See p 5 for more. 
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Diaconate Plus Interim Search Committee Report 
 

The Diaconate Plus Interim Search Committee members are David and Carolyn Hazen, Richard 

and Ruth Westfall, Diane Chartrand, Barbara Kirk, Kelly Thompson, Bonnie Kelly, and Gary 

Salmon. We have been meeting almost weekly since mid-September. Our first challenge was to 

create a job description for the Vermont Conference of the UCC so that they could advertise the 

position online. We have also advertised in neighboring states—New York, New Hampshire, 

Maine, and Massachusetts. 
 

Applications have started to come in slowly, so we are unable to tell you, at this time, when the 

position might be filled. 
 

We wish to thank all of those people, both members and non-members alike, who have stepped 

forward to fill the pulpit with very interesting and meaningful sermons each Sunday morning. 
 

Blessings, 

David F. Hazen, Diaconate Chair 

FAST – Friends of Asylum Seekers Team 
Does God require of us a FAST?  Can we hold FAST?  Think FAST! 

And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8) 
 

The immigration study group offered by the Spiritual Growth Committee has 

become a working group of members of Grace, other faith communities, and partners from other 

community organizations. 
 

At our last meeting we adopted the name FAST: Friends of Asylum Seekers Team, and committed 

to seriously pursuing bringing a couple of asylum-seeking families to Rutland.  At that meeting we 

looked at our strengths and resources, our challenges and barriers, and how to use what we 

already have to overcome the bumps and seek new support. We invite YOU to come to our next 

meeting: a potluck lunch on December 1 at noon in the Youth Center.  The 12:00 time is 

to accommodate members of the group from other faith communities and organizations.  At that 

gathering we will have reports back on legal questions, tax exempt questions, housing questions and 

support from our partners.  This is an exciting venture that includes all of Rutland – we will need 

many volunteers and much brainpower.   
 

Coming to the meeting on December 1 does NOT commit you to attending regular meetings.  It is 

a time to learn more and ask questions and be in the loop!  If you want to attend regularly, YAY!  If 

you want to be educated about what is going on, YAY!  If you come and decide you would like to 

volunteer at a later time, YAY!  We look forward to sharing our time with you!   
 

If you have any questions, call Ellen Green at 438-0010. 
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Listening for God Book Discussion Group 

Tuesday, December 17, 4:00 PM 
 

The Listening for God Book Group will meet Tuesday, December 17 at 4 p.m. for 

tea and sweets in the Parlor. Note that this is a holiday departure from our usual 

schedule! Bring a wrapped book (used is fine) for our traditional book swap, and 

if you can, something sweet to share. We’ll be discussing Light of the World by 

Amy-Jill Levine, an unusual look at Advent through the eyes of a Jewish scholar 

who loves Christmas. Copies are available in the Church Office ($15). Ques-

tions? Email Janice Prindle at jlpen77@gmail.com.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Vermont Farmers Food Center – Health Care Share 

Wednesday, December 18 
 

The Vermont Farmers Food Center (VFFC) will be putting together an additional 

packing for the Health Care Share program participants on December 18 from 

10 a.m. -12 noon.  Contact Heidi Lynch at VFFC to learn more: 802.342.4219.    



Page 14 -  The Star  

Women’s Ministries 

Soup Sale 

Sunday, December 8 
  

 

Individual containers of soup will be available 

for sale immediately after each service for a 

suggested donation of $5.  Come check out 

the selections and help support mission in our 

community.  Soup makers needed! Contact  

Sue Best (dsjbest@comcast.net; 775.5079) if 

you would be willing to make soup. 

Women's Ministries Christmas Cookie Tray Sale 
Sunday, December 22 following worship 

 

Come purchase a beautiful tray of homemade Christmas cookies that will benefit 

local mission and ministry opportunities!  After the Service of Lessons and 

Carols, Women's Ministries will be selling trays of Christmas cookies for $15 in Fellowship 

Hall.  Cookie donations appreciated!  If you would be willing to donate cookies for the trays, contact 

JoAnn Richardson (dingrammiejo@aol.com/ 772.7946) or complete the SOS on Sundays, December 8 

or 15. Cookies are needed on Saturday, December 21 by 9 a.m.  Thank you! 

Women at Grace Church 

The Fortnightly presents  

A Christmas Concert  
with Marina Smakhtina and Alastair Stout 

Thursday, December 19 at 2 p.m. - Grace Church Sanctuary 
 

We are delighted to welcome cellist Marina Smakhtina, accompanied by Alastair Stout, for the 

Fortnightly's traditional musical this Christmas season. Marina and Alastair will entertain us with 

seasonal classics, both secular and sacred, in the beautiful surroundings of Grace Church Sanctuary.   
 

This will be a most enjoyable program with music of the season. Come! Bring a friend! Feel the spirit!  

Then enjoy holiday sweets and tea in the Parlor. Everyone is welcome to our last meeting until spring. 

If you need help with transportation, contact Bonnie Kelly (802.775.2249, bck4237@hotmail.com).  

Prayer  Shawl  Ministry 
 

A Prayer Shawl is a gift to someone 

who needs love and support. Many 

blessings and prayers are knit into 

each shawl as they are made. If you know of 

someone who would benefit from a shawl please 

contact the Church Office (775.4301) or one of us.   
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the second 

Wednesday of the month, with our next meeting 

on Dec. 11. Join us at 9:30 a.m. for an hour or so. 

Questions: Call Marty Barclay at 802.775.1076.  
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News from HEAL 
 

There were so many moments on my recent visit to Rapha Community 
Center that left me speechless. I’ll admit I arrived feeling a bit discouraged and 

disappointed that I hadn’t reached certain fundraising goals. I was questioning 
if I was making a difference, wondering if it was time to call it quits or turn it 

all over to someone else. I realize opening with these words may not project 
confidence to you, but I want to be honest. This work is difficult. Sometimes, 

it’s so easy for me to get lost in what I haven’t accomplished, in all that needs 
to be done for our children in Kenya that I forget about all of the progress we 

have made as an organization in the past 12 years.  
 

My feelings of doubt quickly dissipated as I spent time with the children. One day I was sitting in our new 

covered multipurpose/dining area. There were some boys playing chess at one table, younger children 
coloring at another, while others were diligently studying. I was sitting next to Francis, who is finishing his 

last year in secondary school. Francis was one of the first boys we took in when we opened our boys’ 
home in 2011. His mother had died, his father was HIV+ and an alcoholic, and he had abandoned Francis 

and left him to live on his own as a young child. It’s been amazing to see the growth in Francis and in so 
many of the children who have been with us for years. While they all have different stories and difficult 

backgrounds, the common thread among all is a deep gratitude for our community, for the opportunity to 
go to school, to have food to eat and a place to call home.  
 

We still have much to do, but in the eyes of the children at Rapha Community Center, we have 
made incredible progress. As I sat there next to Francis, he thanked me for his life, for saving him from 

living on the streets. He reminisced about what our community used to be like, before we had clean water 
and bountiful crops, when our school was a one room schoolhouse, before we had milk from our own 

dairy cows, when our population was half the size it is now. He said, “We have come from far. Think about 
how far we will go in the next 10 years.” Tears sprang to my eyes as his words sunk into my spirit.  
 

He was right. What started as a dream has turned into an incredible place, where lives are being changed 

on a daily basis. Children who would have been living on the streets, children who would have been forced 
to leave school because they couldn’t pay school fees, have a chance at a brighter future because of our 

community, because of every sponsor, because of every organization and church that has partnered with 
us, because of every single person who has ever donated to HEAL.  
 

We created this community together, and my prayer is that you will continue on this journey with 
me by contributing once more. Help us end this decade with our most successful fundraising season ever. 

Our goal is to raise $30,000 to support the basic needs of our children, the development of our school and 
of income projects, including our dairy cow project. Our children may not know you by name, but they 

know there are incredible people in the world who care about them, opening their hearts every year to 
support them. Your donation truly makes a difference. Join me as we raise our world, one child at a time. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer Musick Wright, Founder & Executive Director 
 

To donate by mail, please send checks made payable to HEAL to: PO Box 452, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 or visit 

www.healraisingourworld.org to donate online. Thank you! 
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Grace Church Memorials 

The Sanctuary and  

Chapel Flower Memorials  
 
 

December 1 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Barbara W. Keirstead by her family. 
  

December 8 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Lucile K. Curtis by her family. 
 

December 15 to the Glory of God. 
 

December 22 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

William Walbridge White by his family. 
 

December 29 to the Glory of God. 
 

(Please note:  If you would like to have a flower memorial,  

please contact David Hazen: 483.2337/peren@aol.com). 
 

The Church Spire will be illuminated  
 

Throughout December to the Glory of God and in loving 

memory of all families and their sons or daughters of war veterans 

missing in action by Richard Weeks. 
 

December 22 to the Glory of God and in loving memory of  

Sally and Charles Ovian by their family. 
 

****If you would like to have the Church Spire lit in  

celebration or in memory of a loved one, please contact the 

Church Office (775.4301).  The cost for this is $20.  

  

Holiday Season Church Office Hours: 

Closed  Wednesdays, December 25 & January 1 

Closing at noon all weekdays  

from Christmas Eve through New Year’s Eve 

(12/24, 12/26, 12/30, 12/31) 

REMINDER! 
 

Farewell Gifts for the Weatherhoggs  

must be received by the Church Office  

no later than Tuesday, December 24. 

Thank you! 

http://www.gracechurchvt.org/
mailto:graceucc@gracechurchvt.org

